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H~on. J1. M. MACFARLANE: I am not
prepared to advocate that. The S.P.C.A. are
quite rigl-t in asking that there shall be no
Cruelty towards stray dogs. If a dog is
wounuled and rims on to the property owned
hi- an-ither ain, who refuses to despatch it,
the man who firtt shoots the dog should be
allowed to finish it on the other man's pro-
perty. Such a thing, of coursce, would. not
happen very often. Mr. Duffell 's amendment
with regard to the preparation of lists of
registrations meets with my support. I do
not favour Subelause 2 of Clause 8, which
states that the town clerk or secretary of every
local autiority shall, as soon as practicable
after the list has been wade up), send a copy
of it free of charge to the officer ia charge
of the rolic station nearest to the office of
the local authority. I am informed that
these lists are never complete. Two or three
dog inspectors are out every day. In the last
report of the City Council it is shown that
the fees paid for dogs in the Greater Perth
area exceed £1,100 ia the year. This shows
that many registrations are made every day.

Hon. J1. Duff eli: My amendment wvould help
them considerably.

Hion. S1. 7A. MACPARLANE: If that were
car-ried there would bie no necessity for Sub-
clause 2. The position requires clearing up.
If we have to wait for the full period before
the list is made uip and sent to the police,
it will be of no use.

Ron. A. Burvill: Why should not the list
bo kept up to date?

lIon. J. M1. NLA(TARTAXE: It should be
mnade up and supplied every three months. I
favour Mr. ilufell's suggestion that it should
bc scint to the police every quarter. Clause 12
amends Section 21 of the principal Act by
deleting the word ''three" and substituting
''six,'' and striking out the period of 21
days. This means that a dog will have to
be six months old before the inspectors can
call u~ion an owner to register. This involves
two important points. The inspectors advise
mae that up to tie months of age it is easy
to determine how old a dog is, but that it
is a difflieilt matter when a dog is six months
old. It is only a question of a 79. 6d. fee
for male dogs and 10s. for female dogs.
Nevertheless, the local authority would lose
ninny se-h fees it an owner were permaitted
to keep -. dog for six months without regis-
tration. It would, for instance, mean that a
person might run for IS months without pay-
ing any tee, because of the risk of losing- a
case when there is any doubt at all con-
cerninq the animal 's age. Dog owners are
oft-n up to all the points of the game, and
although a dog may appear to be far older
than t'e a'-e it is stated to be, the owner
mtay be able to prove to the court by a birth
certificate that it is not yet old enouigh to be
r' gist-red. Were the age redreed to three
months;, that ditfeulty would he overcome.
The e'langing of the year from the 31st
Deeember to the 30th June may present some
difficulty to many local authorities. In the

ease of the city of Perth no great exception
would be taken to it because after a few
mouths things would right themselves. It
would be a great help to breeders of dogs if
a breeder 'a license were provided for in the
Bill. The W.A. Kennel Club have asked me
to saipport an amendment in this direction,
particularly as it would affect Airedales, bull-
dog"s and, kelries, and also Fomeranians, In
these circumstances the club would be pre-
pared to eati-r into an agreement to help the
local authority as far as possible to the end
tl'nt there might be more efficiency and more
vexpedition in dealing with dogs under this
Bill. With the exception that I intend to
move certula anmendmnents in Committee along
the lines I have indicated, I support the
second reading.

Q':estion pitt and passed.
Bill rend a second time

lIe use adjourned at 10.99 p.m.

legislative RIoscibIp,
Tuesday, 5th December, 19-02.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Mlessage from the Lieut.-Governor received

and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1, Light and Air Act Amendment.
2, Nurses Rtegistrationl Act Amendment.

1970



1980 AS-AMELY]I

QUESTION-RALWAYS, PETROL
COACHES.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: ], How long is it since the petrol
coaches have been installed on our railways?
2, Have they proved a commercial success?
3, Have the results to date justified the Gov-
ernment orderin more petrol coaches? 4, If
so, have the Gnovernment ordered morel 5,
Does the Commissioner consider they would
give a chearer and more efficient service on
the Boulder-Brown Hill looplinel

The MINISTER FOR 'RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, About four months. 2, The systemn
of rail motor coaches is still in the experi-
mental stage. 3, See reply to No. 2. 4, No.
5, The Department hss not yet sufficient ex-
perience of these ears to enable a conclusive
opinion on this point to be expressed.

BTLL-JARNADIJP-DENMAEK RAIL-
WAY.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL -ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Second Beading.

Debate resumed from 22nd November.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) f2.351:

During the speech delivered by the Premier
in introdlucing the Bill, members of the Op-
position manifested their disapproval of its
main features, by way of interjections. From
that fart it has bean assumed in some quar-
ters that the Opposition generally are op-
posed to any measure dealing with the redis-
tribution of seats. Any such assumption is
entirely without foundation. Members of the
Labour Party am strongly in favonr of a -re-
arrangement of our electoral boundaries on
a mlore equitable basis than that which has
obtained for many years past. As proof of
that, T instance the fact that in 1913, the
then Labour Government introduced, and car-
ried throogh the Legislative Assembly, a Bill
which provided for a rearrangement of the
electoral boundaries which, had that measure
become law, would have adjusted automatic-
ally any of the anomalies which take place
from tfime to time consequent upon the move-
mnent. of population from one part of the
State to another. Had that Bill become law,
we shouild not have had what I may describe
as the outrageous travesty upon representative
Government as is disclosed in the fact that
we have to-day some electoral districts with
500, 600, or 700 electors returning one mem-
ber and, on the other hand, districts with
8,000, 9,000, or 10,000 electors also return-
ing one member. It goes without saying that
a redistribution of seats or a rearrangement
of our electoral boundaries is a matter of
first rate importance because, after all, on it
rests the basis of representative Govenment.
The flght for "one adult, one vote" in
nearly all of the States of Australia, as well
no doubt, as in other parts of the world, was

a very long and difficult one. Those who
were entrenchled behind the -ramparts of
privilege and conservatism resisted so long as
they could and so long as it was safe for
them to do so, the claim of the people to
govern themselves by equitable representa-
tion in the Parliaments of the States. Forced
at last to give way and to permit the pin-
eiple of "one adult, one vote" becoming the
law of the land throughout the Common-
wealth, we find, as the years go on1, that those
who were always opposed to the principle are
endenvouring, with, I regret to say, a large
measure of success, to achieve their object in
another way. While the principle of "tone
adult, one vote'' has been conceded, it is now
attempted by the manipulation of electoral
boundaries to provide that a vote passed in
one part of the State shall have four, five,
or six times the value of a vote cast in some
other parts of the State. The growth of Elisa
geographical representation has resulted in
undermining the principle of representative
Government, Where is the claim. forGoverk
meat by the people, so long as it is proposed
to continue a condition of things such as is
set out in the Billf That is to say, because
a person lives just over an imaginary boun-
dary line his vote is to be equal to five or
six times the value of the vote cast by an
elector residing on the other side of that
boundary line. No such principle as that,
except in eases where it might be regarded as
a reasonable allowanee for special disabilities
such as distance from the seat of Government,
the area of the electorate, and other such
considerations, can be justified, if we are to
have polities] democracy in Western Aus-
tralia. Personally, I believe in proportional
represenitation. I am sorry the Government
have not taken advantage oif this occasion to
introduce a reform of that character. The
fact that under the single electorate system.
be the electorates ever so equally divided, ii
is possible for a minority of the electors to
govern the country while the majority sit ir
opposition, shows that such a system is un-
desirable. Failing the introduction of a Bill
to provide for proportional representation, we
must deal with the measure as we find it be.
f ore us. Before proceeding to discuss thE
Bill itself, I desire to draw attention to tin
comments of the writer of a leading
article-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 'Misleading, yot
mean.

Hoin. 1P. COLLIEE-appearing in to.
day's ''West Australian.'" Evidently thn
leader writer was so hard put to it to mak(
a case for the Bill-and being a Goverameol
Bill, the "West Australian" was bound tc
attempnt to make a case for it.-that he wmi
forced to stretch his conclusions in order tc
jurtifv some features of the Bill. It is etate4
in the article that the increase in nopulatiov
in the metropolitan area dnng the rerioc
which has elapsed from 1011. when the Iasi
redistribution of seats took efflect, to the are
sent time, has been 42 per cent. Th! fact in
the increame in the population in that area hmu
been, not 42 per cent., but 59 per cent. It ii

1980



(5 D)ECEMBE, 1922.] 98

also sought to draw from the figures conclu-
sions which would attempt to show that this
redistribution of seats as between the metro-
politan area and the agricultural area is
favourable to the metropolitan area. The
article continues-

Under the scheme metropolitan repre-
sentation will be increased by 18 per cent.
or 25 per cent-

That is according to whether they should ut-
mately have 14 or 15 seats. The article con.-
tinues-

agriculture by less than 5 per cent. if these
iueas gained only one member, and by less

lcuai 10 per cent. should they be granted
two additional members.

It is sought to convey to the public mind that
whilst the metropolitan area. will have an
increased representation of 18 per cent, or
25 per cent., the agricultural area will hove
an increase of only 10 per cent. That is9
entirely false reasoning. It would appear
that the Bill is favourable to the metropoli-
tan area. But figures of that kind are en-
tirely misleading. The real question is, not.
the proportionate increase in number of mem-
bers, but the proportionate inceasc ini anm-
her of members having regard to the increase
in the total population, which is an entirely
different thing; for whilst the representation
of tho metropolitan area under the Bill may
increase by 25 per cent., as against the in-
crease of 10 per cent. in the agricultural
area, nevertheless th-, inequality of the repre-
sentation of the two classes of district may
be, as it actually is, very great indeed. First
of all, I regret the Government have made of
the Bill a party measure. A question affect-
ing the, very foundations of representative
government ought to be one which every mem-
ber might freely discuss and upon -which he
can act according to his judgment. But the
Bill has been submitted to. and approved by,
a caucus of Government supporters, and so it
would appear to be almost a waste of time for
meznb'rs to discuss it in the House; for it is
not lilcelv that party members, having com-
mitted themselves to it in calucus assembled,
will de-part fromn that decision, no matter
what nauments may be advanced against the
provisions of the Bill.

Mr. Teesdale: There was no vote upon it
at the party meeting.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but it was ap-
proved. It is possible that a party may be
so unanimouls upon a given question as to
leave no necessity to take a vote.

Mr. MnacCallum Smith: It is doubtful
whether inetronilitan members will support it.

Iran. 1'. COLLIER: I should be very much
surerised if they did.

Mr. 'Mnnev: You would be more surprised
if they Old not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: For a metropolitan
member to s-cpport the Bill wouild be for bun
to east -i r'flection upon his electors. Who
shall say that it requires six metropolitan
electors to be equal to one, or two, or even
three, in some other part of the State? The

idea of dividing the State into five areas, as
in the Bill, can only have been adopted with
the object of more effectively manipulating
the electorates. What need is there to divide
up the State into little groups called areas,
except it be with the idea of mnore effectively
jerrynanulering the electorates? If the prin-
ciple of arriving at the basis of representa-
tion is sound in one particular area, it ought
to be possible to get something like an equit-
able redistribution as applying to the whole
State, without dividing the State into areas.
That being so, it is aL mere fa-rce to provide
for the appointment of Commissioners.

Mr. Harrison: You would net advocate
the metropolitan area, baring 25 mnembers?

lion. P. COLLIER: No, but there is a
long difference between 25 and 14, about equpl
to the difference bet wten pinching oneself and
cutting one's throat. The appointment of
Commissioners cant be proposed only with the
object of deceiving the public. The fact that
the boundaries will have been deter-
mined by Commissioners, independent and
impartial wien, will be held up as proof
of their equity; whereas we know that
in, reality the Commissioner's hands are
so tied up by the Bill as to render the
appointment of the Commissioners a farce.
The Bill directs how the quota is to be ar-
rived at, and declares that in the metropoli-
tan area there shall be 14 seats averagingo
about 6,000 electors each. That being so,
why does it require a Supreme Court judge,
a Sturveyor-General, and a Chief Electoral.
Officer to cut up the area into 14 seats and
say whether the boundary shall ruan down
this street or that street? 'When the whole
basis, the governing factor in the question,
is laid down in the Act, any office boy in the
Electoral Department -will be able to deter-
mine where the boundaries ought to run. It
is ridicuilous to provide for the appointment
of Commissioners, and it ran only have been
done as a wake-believe to the general public
that whatever the electoral boundaries may
eventuially be, they having heen arrived at
by Commissioners, there can be no cause for
complaint; whereas as wve know, because the
Commissioners' bands are tied, because they
are to have no discretion at all, the Commis-
sioners will not be in any way responsible for
the actual boundaries when they are finally
determined. The disparity between the value
of votes in different parts of the State is
remarkable. The North-West is still to retain
its four members for a population of 4257.

Mr. Angelo: And an area bigger than
that of Queensland.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What have areas to do
with it? We are not giving votes to moan-
tains and rivers and lakes, nor even to sheep.
There is an area of hundreds of thousands of
square milps stretching right away to the
Fqniitl Austmla'an border, which does not pos-
sens one inhabitant. Would the hon. member
take that area into consideration in deter-
wrining the boandaries? Of course some re-
rard should b- hed for the area, and some re-
gard might well be had for the distance from
the seat of Government; but how far we are
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justified in carrying that principle, is Dot
easy to determine. That the North-West,
with 4,257 electors, should have four seats
with an average of 1,000 electors to eachI or
representation equal to six times that num
ber of electors in the metropolitan area, iq
an outrageous travesty on the prin,-jiles of
representative government.

-Mr. Angelo: It is about the samte ratio as
that of Western Australia in the Federal
Parliamen t.

Non. P. COLLI[ER: The bon. member
knows that the proportion of representation
for the North-West set out in the Bill has
no relationehip at all to 'Western Australia's
representation in the Federal Parliament.

Mr. Angela:. I will show you that it has.
- M1r, Hughes: Eleven-twelfths of the State
has only one memb.er in the Federal Parlia-
ment.

Nion. P. COLLIER: The population of the
North-West has decreased by something like
1.500 since the last redistribution of seats in
1911. It is not a very large decrease, I admit;
but we must have regard, not so much to the
reductionL ill the IornxLation of the North-
West, as to the increase in population in other
parts of the State. If, 10 years ago, four
members might have been considered fair re-
presentation for the North-West in a total
enrolment of 152,000 then on the roll, to pro-
vide the same representation when the total
number of electors has increased from
352,000 to 178,000 is to greatly increase the
disparity between the value of a vote in the
North-West as against that of one in the met-
ropolitan area.

Mr. Tecsdale. Where has that increase of
population taken place?

Hon. P. COLLIER: In the agricultural dis-
trit-ta and in the netropolitan area. It has
been in parts of the State outside the North-
West, anid insofar as population outside the
'North-West keeps on increasing, so will the
inequality be greater if the North-West con-
tinues to hold its four seats. Allowinit for
the diffivulty of representation in the North-
West so fnr fromn the capital, and covering
such an immnense area, and having regard to
the fa-'t that the electors in the North-West
hare decreased by 1,500, while the total awn-
her in other parts of the State has increased
hr 25,000, surely a fair thing w'ould have
been to grant the _North-West three members.
Even then the North-West, on a reasonable
basi of' cale-latian, would he orer-repre-
seated. I challenge any nienmher to say that
in the eirtumstances the "North-West portion
would be unfairly or unreasonably dealt with
if it had three members instead of four as
providedl in the Hill. The vote of one elector
in the -Nirth-Weat will be equal to the votes
of six electors in the metrop'olitiaa area.
Under the redistribution of 1911, when it
was admitted on all hands that the North-
West was generonely denalt with, the propor-
tion of electors to the metropolitan area wras
as one to three. Under this Bill the propor-
tin will in-reese to one to six. On the basis
of population the North-West will hare ex-

at-tly double the representation of the mietro-
politan area as compared with 10 years ago.
Vet no one complained in 1911 that the
North-West was not fairly and reasonably
dealt with. In all the circumstances there can
lbe abisolutely no justification for retaining
four seats in the NXorth-West. It seems to
mue that this Bill was considered, not with a.
vien- to conserving the public interest and
giving fair, reasonable and equitable repre-

entntion, hut, largely as to its effects upon
the political pairties in this State. There can
he no question about that. Those districts re-
sponsible mainly, if not entirely, for the
majority sitting behind the Government, have
beent mopt generously dealt with. The NXorth-
West, whir-h returns four Government sup-
porters, is not to he interfered with. I ven-
ture to say that, if the North-West had not
seen the light but had returned four Opposi-
tion sulponrters, the number would have been
reduced under this Hill. I can only cnclude
-and it is a justifiable conclusion-that the
North-West, notwitlistanding its diminished
popiiratinn and the enormous disparity be-
tw-een the vote in that district and in other
iortiolts of the State, has been able to retain
is four seats because it has returned four sup-
porters of the present Government. Go to the
mining area which is mainly represented by
mneiners sitting on the Opposition side of
the House, and we find wherever a decrease in
population has taken plate, so has there been a
decrease I do not say an unfair decrease-
in the number of members to be returned
under this measure.

ifon. W. C. Anewin: It is unfair in com-
parison with the 'North-West.

Hfon. I. COLLIER: Of course it is, There
i-i only a bound-iry line between the gold-
fields seats and the nearest North-West seat.

Mr. Marshall: Ify electorate is in the
North-West.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so, and it baa
aIn area quite as large as some of the North-
West seats, quite as large, if not larger,
than has tho district of Gascoyne, and its
poplulation is mare scattered. On one side
of the boundary line we shall have the Mulr-
chison electorate requiring a quota of 1,800
voters, and on the other aide of the boundary
line wre rhall. have the Onscoyne district with
a. population of only 1,000.

r.Angelo: Tt has 1,000 or 1,700 now.
Nion. P. COLLIER: I am talking about the

Hill and with the condition of things if the
Bill becomes law. If the Bill becomes law,
the bon. member may be representing 1,000
electors, while the member f or Mfurehison on
the other side of the boundary line will be
representintr 1,800 odd.

Mfr. Teesfialet We have three parties re-
resented in the North-West.
lion. P. C'OLLIR: That does not maatter

They are all one so far as the Government
are concerned; they are all supporting the
Goverrnent.

Mr. Harrison: They are to-day. 'You do0
ant know how long that will continue. The
er-mntiscion may deal with it to-zaonow.
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Ron. P. COLLIER: The commission will
Dot deal with the existing state of affairs.
The samne argument that I have been advanc-
ing will apply to other districts. One veo
in the agricultuiral area will be worth two in
t'ie city. What justification can there he for
that kind of representation? The agricul-
tural area comes right down and joins .on to
the Inwtropolitan area. Take the Guildford
sc-at: the Moore district and the Swan dis-
trict will join on to the Guildford electorate
and yet in the Guildford electorate, 6,000
electors wvill be entitled to one member, while
on the other side of the boundary, in the
Moore and Swan districts, 2,856 electors will
be sufficient to return one member. Swan
mnay be regarded as a suburban sent. Tt
circles almost right around the metropolitan
area. It goes close to Guildford, out to Arma-
dale and along the Armadale-road to within
a very few miles of the terminus of the
Victoria Park tramway.

Ron. W. C. Angwia: Within a mile of it.
The Colonial Secretary: 'No, to Kenwick.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is within a mile or

two of the terminus of the Victoria Park
tramway. The same applies to the Murray-
Wellington district which joins on to the
South Fremantle electornte-6,000 electors on
one side of the boundary will return one
member, and 2,856 electors on the other side
will return another member.

Mr. Latham: This Bill will alter that.
Hon. P. COLLIER.: I ama not dealing with

existing conditions. That is what this Bill
provides for.

lIon. W. C. Ang-win: Those are the Pro-
saner 's figures.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite so. In all the
area known as the agricultural area, one vote
will he equivalent to two votes in the metro-
politan area.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is not a mem-
ber in the House who can honestly support
the Hill. They will support it, hut they
cannot do so honestly.

Mr. Harrison: Of course we can.
Hon. W_ C. Angwin: No, you cannot.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Are we to consider

political interests or the interests of the
people? The representation of the people in
Parliament is not a question that affects
the politician. It is a matter which goes
right down to the very foundation of repre-
sen-tative government. It is a question effect-
ing the people. Irrespective of whether peo-
pie reside in the metropolitan area or in any
other portion of the State, they have to sub-
Int to the laws made by Parliament and pay
the taxes.

'Mr. Latham: A proportion of them.
Hfon. P. COLLIER:- Certainly, their pro-

portion of them, irrespective of where they
live and this being so, there shonld he some
approach to an equality. I do not ask for
an actual equ-ility, but there should be some
reasonable approach to an equality on vot-
ing strength.

Mr-. Davies: On population, the metropoli-
tan area would have one-half of the repre-
stntatien.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not asking for
representation on a population basis, but
there is a great difference between that and
the value of votes as provided for in the Bill.
As showing bow unfair this Bill will be to
the metropolitan area as compared with the
redistribution of 1911-althouigh it has been
aid that this %will be mere favourable than
that of 1911-there were .54,000 electors in
the metropolitan area 10 years ago and they
returned 12 members, as average of 4,500
electors for each member. Under this Bill
the 84,000 electors in thd metropolitan area
will return 14 nmembers, so that the average
per meniber will be 6,000 electors.

Heon. W. C. Angwin: Sir thousand two
hund red to be correct.

Hon. P. OOLLTER: I am giving round
numbers; 4,500 electors 10 years ago and
0,000 electors under this Bill, an increase of
1,600) electors per member. Take the agri-
cultural area: the total increase in the 10
years has been 10,000 electors--net 15,000 as
stated in the figures in the "West Austra-
lian"' this morning. This Bill will increase
the average number of electors in each of
the agricultural'districts by 221. From 2,642
electors 10 years ago, the number will be in-
creased to 2,863. Sec how unjust it is to the
metropolitan area! An increase of 30,000
electors is to give the metropolitan area only
two additional tuembersl

Mr. Har1rison: Yet the metropolitan area
still grows.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That lja nothing to do
with it. Does the hon. member contend that
whether the metropolitan area grows or dies
hang aaythinx, to do with the question?

'Mr. Harrison: It does not suffer from
lack of representation.

Boan. P. COLLIER: 'Whether it grows or
declines is not a question of representation.

'Mr. Her rison: It does not suffer.
Hon. P. COLLIER: What a silly, stupid

urpunt for the ban, memnber to advance
that a district 'will flourish or die according
to its rSersentation'

Mr. Harrison: Yon say it will not get fair
representation.

lion. P. COLLIER: Of course it will not.
Does the lieu, mtember call it fair?

Mr. Harrison: I say it is not suffering.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The hen, member does

not know whether it is suffering or net.
Mr. Harrison: People Pre still flecking to

t1e metropolitan area.
lion. P. COLLIER: That is the hen. cuem-

heur's idea of political democracy. It is nt
suffering! It could be suffering and still
continue to grew. There might be no end to
the injustices heaped upon a district, and yet
its population might continue to increase.

Mr. Harrison: If it is suffering, it is
nevertheless growing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The quiestion of re-
presentation has nothing to do with the pros-
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parity of a district. Because the goldfields
have lost half their population, would the
hon. member say that the gold in the lodes
is affected by the representation in the
House? In tea years the metropolitan area
has increased by 30,000 electors. Because of
that increase it is to be given another two
members. The agricultural districts have in-
creased by 10,000 electors, and are also to
receive two sew members. Is that equitable?
Can anyone justify that? No one argued
ten years ago that the metropolitan district
was over-rep resented. In 1911 it was held,
With justification, that the agricultural dis-
tricts were over-represented according to the
population, and there has been an increase
on the average of 221 electors in each of the
justify such proportions as these. 'Under this
however, the districts in the metropolitan
area will have an increase of 1,500 electors.
None of the specious arguments about pros-
perity in the city, or about the metropolitan
area being near the seat of government, can
justify such proportions as these. 'Under this
Bill it is possible for a minority to govern a,
majority. If we take the four North-West
seats, the five seats in the mining areas, and
17~ in the agricultural districts, we get 26
electoral districts. This could constitute a
majority in the House, and the 26 members
would be able to form a Government. These
26 seats would represent 62,300 electors. The
other 24 members would represent 115,700
electors. We could thus have the spectacle
of a Government with 26 members represent-
ing 62,000 electors, and an Opposition of 24
members representing 115,000 electors. That
is the kind of minority Government that is
possible under this Bill.

Mr. Davies: Has that not been possible
all along?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Not to such an ex-
tent. It is possible for a minority of the
electors to have a majority of members That
happ~ned between 1908 and 1911. The. ma-
jority of the electors was represented by 22
members on the Opposition, while th#- min-
ority of electors had a majority in the 'House.
That is possible under the single elector-ite
system- It is not so likely to occur if reas-
onable regard is had for the number of el-c-
tore in each district, but, where we have a
discrepancy so great as that provided under
the Bill, it is something that migrht easily
happen. The Bill of 1913, as introdreed hr
the Labour Government, was. in all the c6r-
enmatanees a fair and reasonable one. it
allowed three seats for the North-We',t. Re-
garding the other 47 seats, Conunis--ioners
Were appointed to determine the bounarics
It was permissible for them to gro cit'-er ore-
fifth above or one-fifth helo-- the tuntq. hav-
ing regard to the density of po-'ula t i -. tb'
means of commrunication and the area ai
distance from the seat of novernmeat. T'"t t

is all the State requires, namely, a on-fifth
basis of give and take. That is q-i'- Q.,fl1.
cient elasticity to meet all renuirenv'ntq
Even then the proportion of' eolmntr 'v roterq
to metropolitan voters would he something

like six to four. That is quite sufficient to
ineet all time needs of reasonable government.
Anything beyond that outrages the principles
of representative government, which is what
this Bill does. Northam, which is only 80
miles from the capital, and is a small and
compact area, has 2,856 voters. What ,justi-
fication is there for Northam being able to
return one member, while Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, a district that is 400 miles away,
will require 3,400 electors. Bunbury is 120
miles from the capital and is a comparatively
small and compact area, and yet 2,800 elec-
tors there would be entitled to one member,
as against the position of the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder district.

The Premier: It may he 2,700 electors.
Hon. P. COLLIER: No redistrihution of

seats will increase the number in the Sat-
guorlie and B3oulder district. There are only
four seath to-day, end there will be no in-
crease.

The Premier. You cannot be sure of that.
Hon. P. COLLIER: There can be none.
Mr. Teesdale: Things are improving.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The improvement will

not justify any increase in the number of
seats. The enrolment in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder has been reduced by thousands in
recent years. Can it be contended that the
number of seats will be increased in a dlis-
trict where the population has been diminish-
ing for.years past.' The possible increase
will be in the agricultural area.. This in-
cludes the South-West, Where group sottle-
iacut has taken place and where there is
likely to be an increase in the population and
the number of electors from year to year.
There can be no justification for segregating
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder district, running
a circle round it, and saying, "You must
have a quota for that district larger than for
any other mining areas.'' What justification
im there for splitting up the mining areas
into t o? Why are they not comprehended
in ore area, in the same way that the agri-
eultursl districts are? The latter area takes
ii, the South-West, reaches to the boundary
of Perth, and the outer ports of Albany, Bun-
bury and Oeraldton. All that area compris-
inT 21 seats in orouped into one, and yet the
e'oldfelds which will have nine seats all told
arc divided into two areas. This division is
Pit de v Ph the sole object of insisting upon a
hitrher quota for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder dis-
trict 14 ban is rrovided for the outlying mining
dli'trirts. T1 c ffronpia~z of the central fieldq
-as first introduced in 1911. That was the
-' '-t otorins. outracreous afl jerrynrander-
iq act ever perpetrated. Those who were

rno'Ile for it went to the electors with
a ma.iority, but they came back only 16
stronw and were releated to oblivion. This
was hrouapht about because of the outraged
sfnn'- of justice felt by the electors.

-r Pipcrinn : There has been no change
in the hinunrl'ries since.

on . P. COLLrEB: Why such a meanilag-
t ess observation? Parliament refused to
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allow any change to be made, although the
Labour Government made the attempt in
1913.

Mr. Lathati: A change ought to be made
from time to time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. As the popu-
lation moves, the boundaries of the elec-
torates ought to be automatically amended.
This should be done apart from any political
or party influence. It fis not a question of
making the votes of the people subservient to
the needs of any political party. The fact
that the goldfields have only nine seats and
are divided into two districts, is proof
of my contention that the areas are de-
signed for the purpose of more effectively
manipulating the boundaries for party
needs and party interests. If the Bill can
define as one district the whole of the agri-
cultural areas, why cannot it make one dis-
trict of the mining areas? A quota of 1,800
electors is set down for the outlying mining
district, and yet the Bill insists upon 3,400
for Kalgoorlie and Boulder. Is any member
prepared to contend that 2,800 electors for
Northamn is the equivalent of 3,400 electors
for my district?

Mr. Davies: Whbat influence has caused
the mining areas to be divided into two?

Hon. P. COLLIER: In order that it may
be possible to manipulate the boundaries, a
higher quota is asked for in the ease of the
central mining area than in the ease of the
outlying districts.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And as against the
Swan district of 2,800 electors.

Hlon. P. COLLIER: Yes. This will de-
prive the people of their inalienable rights.
The taxpayers of thc country are entitled to
consideration in this matter. The men and
women who live in a district that will carry
a highb quota will be called upon to pay an
equal proportion of their share Of taxes for
the maintenance and upkeep of government
to those elebtors who will be privileged to
return -members iii a greater proportion to
their own nunjhers. There can be no question
about it that this Bill is in the highest degree
unjust. I hope hon, members opposite are
not so much committed to it, simply because
it has been before the party for consideration,
that they will be unable to see that some
measure of justice is done to the electors
generally. If the people because they are
centred in the metropolitan area are to be
regarded as entitled to Parliamentary repre-
sentation only in the proportion of two to
one compared with the people outside the
metropolitan boundaries, where are we getting
to? Nest as to the North-West. We know
that the Federal electoral boundaries are
determined largely on the basis of population.

The Premier: Absolutely.
Ron. W. C. Ang'win: And that is where we

will have to go, and sack you.
Hon. P. COLLIER: We have in the Perth

division for the House of Representatives
to-day an area only three or foiur miles
square. One could start at a point of the
Perth division and walk right round the

boundary lines and be back to the sme point
in the course of two or three hours. Yet the
Kalgoorlie division of the House of Repre-
kentktives to-day embraces 21 of our State
seats, taking in the whole of the goldfields
right to the Irwin, and the whole of the
North-West, During this campaign has any
complaint been made, or was any complaint
made in years gone by-, on that score by those
who are responsible f or the present Bill, or
by those who arc supporting the measure?

Mr. Teesdale: The Federal representation
is no, good to us, anyhow.

Hon. P. COLLIER;. That is not,-the ques-
tion. Has any member who is supporting
this basis of redistribution gone on the plat-
form during the present Federal campaignto complain about the basis of the Federa
boundaries? Not one.

Mr. Piesse: The Federal House fixed the
quota of numbers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is what I anm
talking about. If it is a fair thing to give
six times the representation to some electors
in this State that is given to others, would
it not be a fair thing to urge that sil times
the representation should be given to, say,
Western Australia in 'the Federal House of
Representatives? Will any member get up
on the platform and argue for that?

Mr. Money: We are not sufficiently repre-
sented there. That Is quite clear. We have
no voice.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have represen-
tation there in proportion to our -numbers.
The hon. member does not expect 800,000 to
have a voice equal to 3,000,000 people else-
where. What kind of democratic Govera-
ment would we have if 300,000 people were
given the same voice as 3,000,000?

Mr. Money: But we are absolutely neglec-
ted.

Hon. P. COLLIER! That is not the point.
What is the bon. member going to do about
it Hon. members supporting this Bill are
all strangely silent regarding the Federal
basis for drawing boundaries. If there is
silence in that regkrd, it is an inference that
the people are satisfied.

Mr. Money: Theme has been plenty of
complaint.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There has been no
complaint whatever in this State regarding
the Federal basis for fixing the population
of each, district.

Mr. Money: Complaint has gone to the
exent of threatening separation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not on that ground
at all.

Mr. Money: And on the ground of general
neglect.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: The object of this
Bill seems to he to get unification.

Mr. Davies: -It is hard to complain in view
of the fact that each State has equal repre-
sentation in the Senate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Beause of that fact
there would be all the greater ji ication
for a disparity in the House of Representa-
tives.
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Mr. Davies: No. If there were a com-
plaint as to the present representation in the
House of Representatives, we might get the
reply, "'Let the Senate representation be on
a population basis."

]Ion. P. COLLIER: We have equal repre-
sentation in the Senate. The 300,000 people
of Western Australia have six senators, the
same numbwer as the 2,0G0,0110 people in New
South Wales have. Evidently, if we are suf-
fering injustice, it is not becatise of the basis
of representation; and that is what I have
been arguing. Our ne-gle-t by the Common-
wealth is dlue to other i-auses, and not to
the fact of our having unequal representation
in the House of Representatives.

M.%r. Lathanm: A person cannot represent the
Knl-roorlie, seat as well as the Perth seat.

1R0n. P. COLLIER: Not having reg~ard to
his particular convenienee, I will admit.

Mr. Lathani: Ile couild not keepi in tonebi
with thle people.

If on. P1. COLLIER: I do not suppose lie
cnuld. After all, the question of representa-
tion is largely one of taxation, and not of thnt
convenience of a member in getting about his
district, being able to attend to correspon-
dence, and keeping in touch with every por-
tion of his electorate, so that he can walk
into a Mlinister's. office and present the re-
quirements of his constituents. That has
soniething to do with the question; but, after

a, tile matter boils itself down chiefly to one
of taxation. It is ain old axiom that there
should lie no taxation ivithout representation.
But if we give the electors of one part of
the S--tate six tinmes the representation that is
given to electors elsewhere, we have taxation
without representation.

Mr. Ilatham: lo not work it out on that
basis, or yon will lose.

Ron. P. C'OLLIFER: I doc not know what
the lion. memsber is referring to. Anyhow,
I Shall rote against the Bill. I think it is
anl outrageous injustice, and a travesty of
demio:-ratic government.

Mfr. Pickering:, What does the horp. member
say about the composition of the Commission!

H[on. P. COLLIER: We do not want a
Commission at all. Tliren office boys can be
appointed to the Commission, for all I am
cone-'rned. It is a farce to appoint a Com-
mission when they are so tied tip that they have
only to subdivide a certain area into a cer-
tamn number of seats. That is simply a mat-
ter of arithmetical calculation. Take the met-
ropolitan area. The Commissioner will hav~e
no discretion. There are to be 14 seats in
that area, and so the 8.5,000 people of the
metropolitan area are to be divided b-v 14,
which means a quota of about 6,000 electors.
A boy in the office of the Chief Elec-
tural Officer could do that. Can it be said
that we require a Commission including a
Sar ren'e Court judge to do such unimportant
work as that? It would be an entirely differ-
ent mu-tter if the Bill provided one quota for
the whole State, with one-fifth more or one-
fifth les, as the Bill of 1913 did. Thea it
would. reA. with thle dis:'retion of the Commis-
sioners flow far to exercise that power of in-

reuse or decrease in the various elect-rates.
in that case the c-Onilosition of the Commis-
sion would be important. But under this Bill
all that has to be done is to ascertain the
population, and then sonic ollte~ hay can
dividle the seats up according to the numbers.

Mr. Pickering: What about the proviso
to Clause U!

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will den] with it
whlen I get to it. What is it?

Mr. Pickerin2: It lays down that the Conm-
ndlssioners shall consider community of in-
terest, means of communication, physical fen-
torus, and existing bounfldaries of districts.

lon. P. COLLI ER: That proviso copies
the language of the 1913 ll. It is of no
miore, importan-ve than the appointment of the
Co41UnnitSiou. Just o1 serve how the hands of
the ('ommission,'rs an' tied in determining the
boundlaries of the four seats allotted to the
cent rsl goldfields. They have to draw the
boundlary lines between those foiur seats.
What value has the provision as to community
of interest there? What discretionary power
have the Conmnissioners there except to deter-

inie where the boundary lines shall run so
as to provide anl equal number of electors
for en i of the four seats? I could do it in
five minute;, and so could anyone with a
knowledge of the district.

Mr. Teesdale: What about communnity of
interest between the pastoralist and the
niinfer?

Ion. P. COmbrrg: One cannot run a sort
of dog's lual leg or a curved line through
a district to cut out a certain number of
iiten be ause they follow a different oceuipa-
tion. from that followcd b~y other residents.

Mr. TIeesdale: It is not the mnenace to cer-
tain parties that you make out.

lion. P. COLLIER:- Of course it is a men-
nrc. The whole basis of the Bil11 is wrong.
What does it matter where one draws the
boundary lines wheni the very foundation is
inequitable? First of all the Bill says that,
ulo matter %-here the Comtmission may draw
the [ oundary lines of the four North-*West
sevats, one vote in the NXorth-Weht is to be the
equivalent of six votes in the metropolitan
Urea. That is stuted in the measure, and .9
nt a matter for the dletermination of the
Cinunisgioners at all. And similarly with
regard to the agriculturail area. It matters
not how the liovuldary lines of the 23 seatE
allo0tted to the agricltural area are drawn,
ire shall still have' the fact that one vote in
the aigritultural area will ho the equivaleni
of two votes in the mnetropolitan area.

'Mr. Richardson: Thle, Commission have tic
rCioie.

lion. P. COLLIER: That is so. They arc
tied down. The Bill lays down that 2,85E~
votes in the agri,-ultural irea are to be the
eqjual Of approximately Vi1,000 votes in the
metropolitan area.

'Mr. Piekeringz: After all, there is only
difrerent-c of 253 per cent, between-

Ron, P. COLLIER: liron, members op
posite are not couc-,nied al-out any quota al
nil. Whiat thr'y are concerned ahnut is thi
this Bill grants to the people whom they re
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present, the people in the agricultural dis-
tricts, a greater share in the government of
the country than to other people. That is all
those lion, members are concerned about. I
would like them to give same solid reason why
two electors in Perth should have only the
same representation as one elector in the
Swan district, n-hy two electors in Perth
should be only equal to one in the Murray-
Wellington electorate, or in the Bunbury
electorate, or in the other agricultural elec-
torates. Simply to talk abolut distance from
the seat of government and the difficulty of
representing large areas, by way of justifying
such a diaparityT is ridiculous. Whilst it may
be true that one can justify some advantage
in numbers to the country districts, one ean-
not carry that to such an extent as this Bill
carries it-not with any degree of justice,
or with any regard for responsible Govern-
mneat. I hope, therefore, that the Bill will
he rejected on the second reading.

Mr. Davies: Briefly put, the hion. member
says there is no need to depart from the 1913
proposal?

Hen. P. COLLIER: That is so.
Air. Davies: That is your argument, sum.-

med up.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. I am not argu-

ing in the interests of any political party. I
freely admit that under the redistribution
proposed in the 1913 Bill, the mining areas
would have had fewer members than is eon-
tern ,latcd in the present Bill.

The Premier: You -would have had five.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Ye;, and probably we

will have from six to nine under the present
Bill. We may lose three seats. While La-
bour does not hold all the seats, it is from
the mining districts that we draw the greater
proportion of our numbers& Out of the 13
mining seats, we hold 11. If the goldfields
have not the requisite population, that is no
reason why an absolute injustice shall be done;
to citizens in other parts of the State. We
cannot ask for representation it the renuisite
-numbers are not available. If the goldfields
electorates have not the numbers on the one-
fifth basis, as provided in the 1913 Bill1 they
must suffer a reduction in their Parliament-
ary representation. We cannot say we will
disfranchise thon.-ands, or tens of thousand%,
of people simply because of geographical
considerations ! Where would representa-
tive government be if we followed that line
of argument A departure to the extent
of one-fifth above or below-

The Premier: That makes 40 per cent.--
Hon. P. COLLIER: 'Yes. A departure to

that extent is as far as Parliament will be
justified in going, having regard to the rights
of the taxpayers and the people of the State
generally.

'Mr. "Mone y: They go much further than
that elenhere.

Ron. P. COLLIER: That is so, but the!
go to that extent for Purely ulterior political
motives, in order that certain parties may
have extra political representation. It i-t done
in Victorin, ivh,-e it takes from 20,000 to
22,000 electors to return one member to the
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Legislative Assembly as against 5,000 electors
ilL the country districts. That is done in
Victoria, because for the past 20 years or
so, cvery metropolitan and suburban eonstitu-
cury has returned a Labour member to Par-
liamient.

The Premier: I do not think so.
Hon. 1. COLLIER: It is so. In Victoria

they will not give up the present electoral
bounrdarie-s, bevause it means that they can
retaniu powe1r. The same thing has been done
in other Parliaments but invariably the
determining factor has been not the tight
of the electors to representation in Parlia-
ment, bat the fact that the political party
in power see in it security of office. While
that tendency exists in some of the Eastern
States, that is no reason why it should be
perpetuated in Western Australia,

Mr. Pit-kering: But Victoria. is one of the
moat prosporous States in the Commonwealth.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Whatever has that to
do with the point? What a silly, idiotic argu-
meant! If the hon. member's s-uggestiou menusm
anything, it is that because there is prosper-
ity in a. State 'where aL minority is in power,
therefore we should have minority rule here.
His argument is one in favour of a minority
ais against a majority. We cannot take away
the inalienable right of the majority to gov-
ern in the manner that seems best to them to
do. It is not possible to do so under the Bill
and I trust something more equpitable will
take its place, semuething like the Bill of 1913.
I will not go any further, in considering the
outlying or country districts than to agree
to a margin of one-fifth above or below.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwia, do-
hate adjourned.

BILL-HOSPITALS.
Ia Committee.

'Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Colonial Sec-
retary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short title and commencement:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I wove an amend-
met-

That in line 2 the figure ''2''1 in ''1923''
be struck out and "5" h e inserted in l ien.
The Minister for 'Mines: Why?
Hon. W. 0. KNGWIN: My amendment

will make the Bill come into operationt on the
1st January, 1953, and that is early enough.
I believe, the Bill will be detrimental to thfi
hospitals, and the longer we can postpone it
coming into operation, the better.

The Minister for Mines : Postpone the
clau)ce andl We can discuss this later.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN:- No, I will take a
vote on this clause. The Bill is to come into
operation on the 1st January next, but no
provision has been made for carryinq on the
hospitals after that date. The Estimates
have been introduced and provide mainten.
tvnce for hoinitals for six months only, namely
from the 30th June to the 31st December
next. As that portion of the Estimates has
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been pas~sed, no provision has been made for
maintenance after the tat January.

The Minister for -Mines: If the Bill is no
good in 1923, what good will it be in 19531

Ron. W. C. ANUWI.N: I hope there will
be a wiser generation in those days.

The Minister for Mines :But yeu want
the wiser generation to-day.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I look for a gen-
eration that will give consideration to the
hospitals, for the Bill does not do so. I hope
the Bill will not come into fonte at all. It is
useless bringing in a Bill unlefs Provision is
iide to enable those in charge of hospitals to
carry cut their work. There is no such pro-
vision in the Bill, not even the penny tax.

The Premier: We will soon provide for
that in a separate Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: You may, but 1
intend to raise a point of order on that quesi-
tion. T am simply telling the Premier what
he will get later on.

The Premier: You don't want any taxa-
tion.

Ron. P. Collier: INot on these lines.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Members have bad

plenty of time to consider the proposals con-
tained in the Bill. No man who has had
anything to do with hospitals and has given
consideration to this question can come to the
conclusion that the Dill will serve any good
purpose if it comes into operation on the 1st
Ja nuary. 1928.

Mr. Pickering: Why not the 1st January,
1924?

The PREMIEFR: No.
lion. W. C. AXGWIN: it is useless for

the Bill to come into force at all. The 'Bill
ctiunrot come into force, as suggested in the
clause, because the penny stamps could not
be printed by then. In any ease, the Gov-
erment will experience seone difficulty in col-
lectin" the penny tax.

The Premier: Don't make any mistake
sboot that!

Fon. WV. C. ANOWIN: 'The Premier
should not make any mistake either, for two
carn always play at that game. The Premier
will he confronted with greater opposition on
this mritter than he has so far encountered.
The people are really disgusted regarding
this tar, for they see that the Government
stand aln and want to take the tax to re-
plenisli tbeir funds. it is impossible for the
Rill to come into operation As from the 1st
Janunry rext. There is scarcely an institu-
tion in' Western Australia to-day that is not
being carried by the merchants, because the
institutions have not the money to pay their
monthly bills.

Mr. Lnthani: All the more reason for
leaiqlation to cnabhle them to do so.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: nder the Bill
the ,-c-fher for York will give them less
money then they have now.

V,. T n~hn': *We will give them more.
Hon. Wt. 0' AN\GWIN: You cannot do it.
Yr I):&erina: The Bill can be amended,

I ,opose.
Eon. WV. C. ANOWIN: Not to increase

tbe amount to be collected. I trust -members

will agree to postpone the Bill for 30 years,
as proposed in the amendment.

The PREMIER: The Bill was before the
House last year and was referred to a select
comnmittee representing both sides of the
House. Later that select committee was con-
verted into a Royal Commission which took
evidence, reported and submitted a good Bill.

Mr. Heron: Drawn tip on different lines
from those in this Bill.

The PREMIER: The 'Minister in charge
departed but very slightly from the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission.

Mr. Heron: Why, he got away from the
main princip~les!

The PREMIER: The main principles con-
tamned in the Commission's report are to be
found in the Bill. It does not follow that
the funds to be collected under the Bill will
be the only funds available for expenditure on
hospitals. I hope the Committee will not
agree to the amendment.

M.%r. PICKERING: I too hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment. The
Bill is essential to the welfare of the hos-
pitals. I understand a series of amend.
meats has been submitted to the Minister in
charge, amendments framed solely with the
idea of improving the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: Submitted by whom?
Mr. PICKEITNG: By certain members

who have considered the Dill.
Hon. P. Collier: Who are they9
Mir. PICKERING: Certain members. It

was hoped that those amendments would ap-
pear on the Notice Paper. It would be ex-
pedient to report progress, so as to enable
those amendments to be placed on the Notice
Paper. The springing of amendments on the
Committee is not fair, either to members or
to the Bill.

The 'Minister for Mlines: This is a pretty
important amendment, and certainly should
have been on the Notice Paper.

Mr. PTCKERTNG: It means the strangu-
lation of the Bill. I do not think the bon.
member seriously wishes it to be carried.

lion. W. C. Angivin: I do. I am against
the Bill altogether.

Mr. PICKERING: However, certain
members of the Committee have a number of
,amendments which they wish to see on the
Notice Paper. I think progress ought to be
reported.

Mr. LATHAM: I hope the amendment
will not be agreed to. Also I hope some
progress will be made with the Bill this after-
noon. Country hospitals are anxiously await-
ig- a Btill that will give thenm financial as-
sistance. Certainly the Bill does not pro-
vide the revenue which the Commission ex-
pected it would provide, but I think the Min-
ister in charge will agree to certain amend-
ments which will result in a larger revenue.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) says some party or
secret conclave of members have been 'con-
sidering amendments to the Bill and have
submitted them to the Minister in charge.
He eXpressed surprise that those amendments
are not on the Notice Paper. He said either
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too much or too little. Hie ought to have
giACn us Sonme further information. Is it for
some small section of nmembers to meet, con-
sider amendments to the Bill, and then sub-
init them to the Minister? Why pass them

onl to the Minister?
Mr. Marshall: For his instructions.
Mr. Latham: Because they are financial

clu, rses.
lion. P. COLLIER: If that is so, it is

all right, but the lion. member gave us no in-
fornmation beyond hinting that he has been in
conference with some of his colleagues, and
that they have conferred with the Minister,
and the Minister now has under considera-
tion the suggested amendments. The mem-
ber for York (Mr. Latham) hopes an effort
will he made to push oil with the Bill, be-
cause country hospitals are in need of finan-
cial assistance. The hon. member knows that
the Bill will not relieve the situation.

Mr. Latham: We have to amend it.
Ilon, P. COLLIER: The lion. member ap-

parently has some advantage. He appears
to know that certain amendments are to be
imide. We on this side have no such infer-
mnation, but are compelled to discuss the Bill
as it is before us. The Bill as it stands will
not in thme slightest degree relieve country
hospitals.

Mr. Lathanm: We can amend it to provide
that relief.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is just what you
cannot do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A number of members
supported the second reading on the ground
that the Bill would make increased monetary
provisioni for hospitals. Clearly the Bill does
not do that, but there is apparently some
kind of understanding which it is hoped the
Minister will agree to, and under which the
Minister will accept certain amendments to
the financial clauses. If the Government in-
tend to seriously re-east the Bill in Commit-
tee, the Committee are entitled to know of it.
There is no reason why members belonging
to that party of which the Minister is a mem-
ber should have information not in the
possession of other members. I hope the
Minister will frankly tell us what he proposes
to do. We were told the Bill would abolish
the cadging on street corners. Far from doing
that, the Bill creates additional bodies whose
duty it will be to engage in the cadging busi-
ness. There is no provision under which we
shall be able to maintain our hospitals with-
out having to raise funds by the objectionable
means of cadging. Under the Bill the posi-
tion of hospitals will be worse than in the
past. On the Revenue Estimates provision is
made for only six months' maintenance of
the hosrnitals, after which the hospnitals will
have to rely on the collections to he made
under t)'e Bill, the aggregate of which will
not be as much as what has been Provided in
the past. On the other hand, the e'pom'ses
will be greatly increased, been-se the Bill
pets up elaborate machinery for the a'lmninis-
tration of the money to be raised by the pro-

posed tax. Instead of the hospitals being
managed by the officers of the department,
we shall have a board, and I estimate that
the appointment of the board wvill occupy at
least six months. We shall have to ascertain
the choice of all the local governing bodies
throughout the State, and reconcile their di-
vergent views as to the most desirable per-
sons to represent them. Some machinery
will be necessary to enable the local govern-
ing authorities within 50 miles of Perth to
choose their representatives. How can the
Minister do that?

The Colonial Secretary: On the same basis
perhaps as we choose representatives for the
Fire Brigades Board.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think the
Fire Brigades Board covers such a wide area.

The Colonial Secretary: No, but it might
be done in the same way.

Hon,. P. COLLIER: Usually one man is
nominated by agreement f or the Fire Brig-
ades Board. As the hospitals board wilt
meet in Perth, there will be an opportunity
at regular and frequent intervals for the
country mnember to Cotle to Perth, and his
expenses will have to bo paid. This will be
an inducement for a considerable number to
nominate. in the event of there being half a
dozen or a dozen nominations, bow does the
Minister propose to take the votet

The Colonial Secretary: As I stated.
Hon. P. COLLIER: flifficult as it will be

with regard to the local governing bodies
within 50 milcs of Perth, it will he much
harder to select a representative of the local
governing bodies in other parts of the State.
There is a road board at Hall's Creek. How
many road boards are there in the North-
West and how far apart are they? Having
regard to the immense distances which separ-
ate even individuals in the North-West, let
alone communities, the difficulty of ascertain-
ing the wishes of road boards ast to their
nominee for the hospital board will be al-
most insuperable. I am supporting the
amendment because the Governmenit pro-
p~ose to bring this measure into opera-
tion almost at once, whereas the
amendment seeks to postpone the date.
If it were intended to bring the Bill
into operation from the beginning of the
next financial year, the Minister and his staff
would have six months to organise the neces-
sary machinery. It could not be done in less
than sir months, unless it is already in hand
in anticipation of the measure being pnss-d.
Ho"- can the election of the bonrd take place
wvithin the next three weeks? How can the
necessary orgarisation be arranged to collect
the tax from the 140.000 wage-earners in the
State? The Bill seeks to make every em-
plover a tax gatherer. The woman who em-
Ploys a domestic or who calls in a washber-
woman or cleaner once a week must become
a tav gatberer. What staff of ineetors will
be -,--nir'd to ensure that the full amount is
teing eollecteill It will be necessary to get
into touch with every householder who em-
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ploys help for any purpose whatsoever. Every
employer, whether of one man or a thousand
men, wilt be a tax gatherer. Sometimes I
employ a man for half a day or a day to
cut my hedge. flow can the department
ascertain. whether there is any evasion? This
method of raising funds will lead to a whole-
sale evasion of payment of the tax. If there
is to be any reasonably efficient supervision
to ensure that everyone who ought to pay does
pay, the board will need an enormous staff.
Any legislation which makes every employer
a tax gatherer should not be endorsed. If
the united wisdom of members will not en-
able us to frame seine more effective, econo-
mical and reasonable method of raising the
necessary funds for our hospitals, it would
be well not only to adjourn consideration of
the Bill for 80 years, but for ourselves to
adjourn for 30 years and think the problem
out.

The Minister for Works: And have no elec-
tion during that period.

lion. P. COLLIER: The Minister for
Works will be here 30 years hence, because
he l:as made provision in the number of hats
he has bought to carry him on. The Bill will
never be passed as printed, and it would save
our time if the amendment were adopted.
We are looking forwarded to being released
from, our strenuous and arduous duties. If
the amendment is not adopted, we shall ]have
to continue into the new year for no purpose
whatever. - Not one out of the 50 members
supportedl the Bill in its present form.

The Colonial Secretary: You should not
include me.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the Minister in-
troduced the Bill, innocent-like he believed in
its provisions, but by the time it bad passed
the second reading, even lie had ceased to
believe entirely in its virtues.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I amn justified in say-

ing that the whole 50 members favour some
amendment. The references from the cross
benches lead me to believe that the Minister
has decided to effect important amendments
before the Bill is passed, and so the Minister
has changed his views. No one approved of
the Bill on the second reading, and the sec-
ond reading was carried only in a friendly
way to let tke Minister dowvn lightly, rather
than give him a severe jolt at the commence-
nment of his Ministerial career by throwing
the measure out. Tf the Minister seriously
intends to persevere with the Bill, the most
expeditious wvay will be to place on the Notice
Poper the amendments he considers advisable
in the light of the second reading debate. If
tVi4 i% done, we shall occupy not one-fourth
of the time that will be necessary if we pro-
ceed ti discuss the Bill clause by clause, wan-
dlcriug in a wildernesq without knowing what
we are doing. The Israelites wandered in the
wilderness for 40 years. Cuiess the amend-
ments are put on the Notice Paper, we shall
he wndering through this Bill for 40 nights.

The Minister for Works: With a pillar of
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night?

Ron. P. COLLIER: There will be no pillar
of fire; we shall be in absolute darkness. I
will give the Minister an. opportunity of tell-
ing the Committee what took place between
himself and the conclave or cave of members
on the cross-benchies, fins the Minister re-
ceived instructions from any outside quarter?
Members on the cross-benches, I know, are
anxious for a Bil ' that will give equitable
consideration to country hospitals. However,
their methods may not be such as to commend
themselves to other members. In that regard
I may smy that if imperative instructions are
issued, with a determination that they must
be obeyed, they are carried out by the Gov.
ernuient. But surely this is not a party Bill;
surely it is a measure that may he freely eon-
aidered by the whole Chamber. Or, let me ask,
i this Bill to be fashioned on the snipe lines
as the Electoral Districts Bill? Is the pro-
posal that the metropolitan resident shall
pay 2s. for every shilling paid by a resident
of the agricultural area, and 6s. for every
shilling paid by a resident of the North-
West? Or is that principle restricted to the
matter Of Parliamentary representation?
How will the agrarians of Claremont get on$
Perhaps Claremont is to be excluded from
the metropolitan area? Let the Minister
tell us exactly what he proposes to do regard-
ing this Bill, or else let us adjourn its con-
sideration for at least six months. Mean-
time I object to the member for Sussex being
in the confidence of the Minister, and being
.able to suggest amendments to him, in a way
which members on this side are not privi-
leged.

Mr. TEESDALE: The attitude of hon.
numbers opposite disappoints me. There is
not the slightest chance of the venomous
amenment of the member for North-East
Fremantle being carried. To-day's debate
is a splendid illustration of the farcical niature
of inquiries by Royal Commissions. Surely
it is an extraordinary thing that no good
w-hatever should come out of the de-
liberations of the Hospitals Royal Com-
mission. It is a reflection on the
members of that Commission to say
that their report is all twaddle. Here is
a document which has cost £85 of public
ufoney for nrintinr alone, and are we
simply to cast it aside as rotten and value-
less? T hope hon. members opposite will ask
for no more Royal Commissions.

Hon. P. Collier: We have not asked for
-tem.

Mr. TEESDALE: Has all the expense of
this Royal Commission, including the cost of
travelling, been sinmply wasted? Hon. mem-
bers opposite are unreasonable.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A mis-
understanding has certainly arisen in the
mind of the member for Sus'sex regarding the
amendments N;iche have been referred to. No
amendments have been handed to me by any
member of the House.
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Hon. P. Collier: The member for Sussex
said there had been.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As I say,
there is a misunderstanding. The wish may
have been father to the thought as regards
the nced for amendments. My feeling with
respect to the Bill is largely the same as when
1 introduced it. Possibly amendments are re-
quired; if so, they can be moved, and then
discussed on their mnerits. The amendment
now before the Chair I do not regard seri-
ously.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: It is intended to kill
the Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I hope
that will not be its result. Throughout the
debate it has been stated that an amount of
£100,000 would be produced annually by the
imposition of the proposed tax. Further
consideration, however, has shown that the
amount resulting will probably be £123,000.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: That is £10,000 more
than the Commission estimated.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. The
Commission did not give consideration to the
amount to be produced from dividend tax.
The member for Nortli-l'5ast Fremantle,
speaking on the second reading, mentioned
that the Consolidate ]Revenue provided
£143,000 annually for hospitals, and went on
to say that as this Bill would furnish only
£113,000 yearly, the hospitals would, under
the measure, be £30,000 per annum Worse off.
But the hon. member overlooked the fact that
certain other hospital expenditure is borne
by the Consolidated ]Revenue, expenditure not
included in the amount of £C143,000 men-
tioned by him. In view of those facts it is
evitlent that the position of' the hospitals
must be better with £123,000 produced an-
nually under this Bill for the definite purpose
of hospital service.

Mr. Heron: That is no good if you cat
out the £100,000 previously provided.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: On the
second reading I said that Consolidated Rev-
enne would be relieved by at least £100,000.
I find I should have -said £E123,000.

Mr. Heron: That miakes it so iuuch the
worsa.

.Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Bill pats the
hospitals in a. worse position than ever be-
fore. It is not in accordance with the de-
sires of the Royal Commnissiun.

Mr. Teecade: Thme Premier says there has
been very little alteration.

Hon. W. C. AXOGWIN: I do not care a
hang what the Premier says. We have it
here in black and white. The Premie-r said
also that if the hospitals wanted more money
it must he found somewhere. I want to know
where it is to come from. I tell the Colonial
Secretary- that the figures I gave are correct.
If he doubles the amount provided for six
months, it will give him a total of £133,000.

The Colonial Secretary: Xo, £102,000.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is £66,000

odd for the six months. Surely the Minister
can double that and arrive at the total for
the year. We are told the hospitals will re-

ceive in revenue £20,000 for six months!I
As a matter of fact they have never got
so nmuch as £20,000 in twelve months. It
is ridiculous for the Mfinister to try to fool
us like this. The only question is Whether
I allowed too amuck for repairs, £11,000 odd.
I took it to be for six months, ithereas I now
learn it was 12 months. However, I dlid not
double that amiount in my calculations. If
the nmnmber for Roehourne were to move that
a subsidy be added to the tax, the Chairman
would at once rule him out of order.

Mr. Lathanm: That may be the arrainge-
went made with the Minister.

lion. W. C. ANGWFN: The Minister says
hie has nuade no arrangement.

The Colonial Secretary: I said I had re-
eiveil no amendments.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: If the Minister
intended to move in that direction, why has
he not lint the amendment on the 'Notice
Paper?

'Mr. Harrison: Hear, hear!
H1on. WV. C. ANOWIN: The 'Minister says

hie is going to get £1'23,000. The Royal Com-
mnission lint it at £113,000.

The Colonial Secretary: Last year E25,000G
was collected from patients.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Under the Bill the
donations will he less than previously. It
is already rumoured that if the Bill passes,
peopile will withdraw membership from
friendly societies. Those people to-day are-
reveiviag medical attention through the-
friendly secieties, hut when they are com-
pelled to subscribe to the hospitals, they will
demand treatment at the hospitals. Again,
people do not object to contributing to a hos-
pital for the assistance of the destitute sick,
but they will object strongly to contributing
to a hospital in order to give the Govern-
mnent increased revenue. That is what the
'Bill tprovides for. 'Even the member for Men-

zies (Mr. Muln). on the second reading,
said the Bill did not provide sufficient to en-
able the hospitals to carry on, and added that
lie hail expeted the tax would be in addition
to the established subsidy. Why should we
waste time going on with the Bill until we
know that the finances to he raised will be
suifficient for the maintenance of the hospi-
tuls7 N o ifidlication has been giv-en that the
Government intend to supplement the tax by
aL subsidy. In New Zealand, the only place
in Australasia, where there is a hoard as
provided for in the Bill, thme money raised by
the board iN supplemeuted lby contributions
on a fixed scale from Consolidated Revenue.
Thuis the New Zealand hospitals know exactly
their position. Her- we are asked to lass a
Bill which will put the hospitals in a much
worse positon than they are in to-day. Every
hon. member knows that no hospital can curry
on tinder the Bill. Once the tax is imposed,
the subscriptions and donations to hos;pitals
will be materially reduced. At Freinantle
they cannot get enough to-day. Yet having
regard to the prevailing c-onditions, they get
there as much as is contributed in any other-
1 art of the State.
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The Minister for 'Mines: I doubt that.
Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: In timber districts

and in remote goldfieldls districts the hospitals
get larger donations because the contributurs
are entitled to treatment at the hospitals.
That, of course, cannot hie dlone in Perth or
in Fremnantle. If tint system were intro-
duced at the Perth hospital to-inorrow there
would not be a doctor there nvxt dlay.
Even the provision for the doctors in, ot-t
back hospitals has no"w been cut down by one
half on the ReI-en1uu Estimantes. In these
eireuomatanres, we are justified in trying to
defeat the Bill arid have it replaced by n
mere practicable one. I ami anxious to see
the Bill shaped in accordance with the Conm-
mission 's wishes. We should prevent the Bill
going further until we know that the desires
of the Commission will be carried out. Who
will lie on the board? Where shrill we find
the men who w ill take pos8itions oft the board?

M r. Teesdale: On account of the tax'
Hon. IV. C. A-NOWIN: On account of in-

sufficient funds.
Mr. Teedale- The Commission recom-

mended the tax.
R~on. WV. C. ANOWIN:, Why does not the

lion, member read the Bill?
Mr. Teesdale: I have read a good deal of

it. Did not the Comnnission recommend the
tax?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, and also that
the Government should provide a subsidy.
which bas not been (lone. As soon as the
Government decided to introduce this Bill
they reduced the Vote for the upkeep of hos-
pitals. On the 31st December next there wifll
not be 6d. available for the maintenance of
hospitals, or even for the payment of a dis-
trict medical officer. Are the hospitals to
close their doors at the end of the present
year and throw their patients out into the
streets, or are they to go further into debt?
We have been acenused: of blocking legislation,
but in eases like this it is our duty to do so,

The Premier: What is it you want!
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I want the Premier

to say that the taxation to be imposed will be
supplemented by Government subsidy.

The Premier: That will not be necessary.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It will be, and the

Commission found that to be the case.
The Minister for Mines: Did not tbe Pre-

mier say that the hospitals must be main-
tained, even if the Government had to find
the money?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: But we must take
the position as it has been placed before us.

The Premier: You want a clause inserted
setting out that money will he provided to the
extent that will be necessary beyond the con-
tributions.

Hon. W. C. AXOWIN:- That will help con-
siderably.

The Premier: We wilt do that; we are
anxious to meet your objections.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I will accept the
Premier's statement that he -will draft an amend-
ment to meet the position.

The Mfinister for M1ines: You would not give
the Board an open cheque to do what they

liked. WVhat you want is to fix each year the
amount to he allowed to hospitals for mainten-
ance.

Hon. W. C. ALNGWIN: The Minister knows
that the general feeling is that the proposed
tax should relieve begging. If the Premier
will carry out what he has just promised, that
is nil that will be required. For the liret time
the Premier has declared this. I will ask leave
to withdraw my amendment so that the Premier
may put his suggestion into draft forn and place
it on the Notice Paper. We might now report
progress.

The Minitster for Works:- But we have not
made any progress.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: We have passed
the title.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
The PREMIER: I have told the House

that the Government will have to provide ad-
ditional funds beyond the amount contributed.
I thought the hon. member understood me.
Hospitals must be maintained.

Hont. P. COLLIER: I would like something
more de nite from the Premier, Hie cannot
blame any member for expressing a doubt re-
garding the Government's intentions. The
Colonial Secretary in introducing the Bill made
it clear what the Government's intentions were.
He said the Dill was for the purpose of raising
an amount of money as a substitute for Govern-
ment assistance, and the main feature of the
second reading debate centred around that
question. Since then no statement has been
made by any 'Minister different from the con-
tention advanced by the Colonial Secretary.
Even what the Premier has now told us is glori-
ously indefinite. It is as vague and as meaning-
less as it is possible for any statement to be.

Mr. Teesdale: He has to stand to it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I venture to say that

the hon. member cannot set down in bslack
and white what the Premier has promised to do.

Mr. Tessdsale: He has promised to pioivide
what is in the New Zealand Act.

Mr. Lutey: You are esily gulled.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The bon. member in

his eagerness to help the Government puts a
construction on statements made, by the Premier
which the Premier himself does noit know any-
thing about.

Mr. Teesdale:- He said ha would make up
the de'eieney.

Hen, P. COLLIER: The hon. memb~er is
easily satis ed. There are four Ministers trying
to engineer this Bill through, and no one I news
the attitude of the Government upon it. I
am just as capable as any other mom! er of
grasping the meaning of a statement. 1 listened
carefully to what the Premier said, but I cannot
declare what the attitude of the Government
is to be.

Mr. Teesdale:; The member for North-East
Fremantle was satis' :ed ; he withdrew his
amendment.

The Minister for Mines: The Premier said
he wouild mak-e provision for whatever was
necessary to maintain the hospitals.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the point, and We
may continue in the future as wre hare done in
the past and aid cadging arid other o'siectionable
methods going on as usual. Then anything
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that the hospitals are short of will be made up
by the Government. The Premier has not
declared that he is prepared to find the necessary
funds in addition to what will be raised by tax-
ation, in order to obviate cadging.

The Premier: I dosay that. Will that satisfy
you ?

Hon. P. COLLIER:- The Premier has not
said it before. Members cannot understand
what is in his mind. We have had the Dill before
us for weeks and the Government did not know
what their own attitude was towards it. It
has been dragged out of them grudgingly, bit
by bit, word by word, inch by inch. When
he is forced to give ground the Premier becomes
angry because we have not been able to under-
stand his intentions. We can only understand
the intentions of the Government from the
Minister who introduces the Bill. The criticism
has been based upon that introductory speech.
If the Minister does not know what the intentions
of the Government are how can members be
condemned for not knowing ? Are we to be
criticised because we have socepted as the policy
of the Government that which was set out by
the Minister in charge of the Dill 7 It was the
deliberate intention of the Covet oment to
substitute this tax for their other contributions.
Member after member asserted, in conformity
with the principles laid down in the Bill, that
this was the intention of the Goverrnment and
it was never denied until now. For the first
time we have it from the Premier that he does
not propose to adhere to that principle.

The Premier: You did not ask me anything
about be

Hon. RtMLLEER: Every member asked
about it. We said it was leading the hospitals
into the same desperate straits as they had
been in during the past, and would give us the
same cadging methods that have hitherto oh-
tained. The Bill, indeed, gives statutory re-
cognition of it.

The Premier: If people like to give why should
they not do so ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: By way of voluntary
subscriptions, but the Bill provides for collections
of money by an authority set up under it. The
whole function of the Bill is one of finance.
The rest amounts to & mere detail.

Mr. Tesdale: Look at the improvement you
will have now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We should not have got
that admission if we had remained silent. The
vital difference between the recommendations
of the Royal Commission and this Bill is £100,000.

Mr. Picke ring: It is the difference that counts.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is the whole difference.
The Minister for Mines:- The sum of £14,000

was contributed by the people as the result of
charitable appeals. We have to replace that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, hut more than that
has to he replaced if the hospitals are to be
treated equitably. Many country institutions are
being maintained entirely by the Government
whilst others are practically self-supporting.

The Minister for Mines: That is a different
thing. Where they are supported by local effort,
it is a contribution made to give people free
hospital treatment where required.

Mr. Hewon:. Not always ; you are wrong there.
The Minister for Mines: No. Take the timber

districts.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill involves more
than £14,000.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, but that rs-
presents the difference as a result of public
begging.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Government only
found the amount that is now raised by public
effort it would not go very far.

The Minister for Mlines: We have to make
up the public begging portion.

The Premier:- And a little more,
Hon. F. COLLIER:. We should have all this

stated in the Bill.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It was

slated that an amount of £143,000 was provided
for hospitals on the current year's Estimates
and that the Bill, called a taxation Bill, would
only produce £100,000, The amount set out
on the Estimates for the year was £2102,344. It
is estimated that the Bill will produce £ 123,000
and that together with the amount collected
from patients, approximately £26,000, at least
a further £30,000 will be available for hospitals
than they have had in the pest.

Hon. W. C. Angwin - Nothing of the kind.
Check it yourself.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have done
so.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: I checked the figures
with your officers,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The figures
are correct. I -we throw aside all the money
produced by subscriptions, donations and special
efforts we shall lose in actual figures £14,737.
Notwithstanding the hospital tax, there will
be a fair sum raised in the form of subscriptions
and gifts to different hospitals. I hope the Bill
will reduce what is known as cadging. The
wisdom of holding up people in the streets to
purchase buttons, ete., may be questioned, but
the wisdom of holding a fete and developing
some effort for hospital maintenance cannot be
questioned. Those who contribute should be
permitted to do so, hut there is no obligation
upon anyone to give. Many of these efforts
are of outstanding value as social functions. If
we lost all this subscription money, we should
still have a good deal in hand under the Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: If I misled members by
the statement I made, I regret it. I understood
on my return from the country that certain
matters had been submitted to the Minister for
his consideration, and that he had promised to
bring down certain financial amendments. The
Minister has denied that, although I have the
assurance of one or two members that they
consulted hinm in the matter. We should be
afforded an opportunity of seeing these amend.
ments on the Notice Paper before considering
them. I believe that the cost of buildings
repairs, renovations, etc., will have to come out
of the money raised by this tax. If so, this will
constitute a further charge upon the sum, and
will reduce the money available for other hos-

pi'tal purposes. The sum of £103, 000,which has
bee provided in the past, is inadequate.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Over £85,000 was pro.

vided for six months.
Mr. PICKERING:- The financial position of

nearly every hospital in the State is bad. I have
received a letter to-day from the Busselton hos-
pital asking me to point out to the Colonial
Secretary the necessity for raising the subsidy
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by at least £200. The demand for hospital
acconmmodation is increasing in the country with
the increased population. Hospita accommo0-
dation must, therefore, be rendered certain.
Until to-day we had no definite understanding
as to what the Government intended. Had it
not been for the remarks of the member for
North-East Fremantle, supplemented by those
of the Leader of the Opposition, we would not
have had that definite promise from the Premier.
Before we continue with the Bill, that promise
Should take the form of amendments placed on
the Notice Paper. Further than that, we have
a right to see those amendments which we
consider vital placed on the Notice Paper, seeingthat the Minister refuses to recognise them
although I am quite satisfied they were brought
under his notice. The Premier would be wise
if he agreed to report progress at this stage.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I wish to
make a slight correction in my remarks. I said
that the fees for the year amounted to £25,000;
1 find, however, that they amounted to £5,518-
I made the position of the hospitals to be £25,000
worse than they really are and, as a matter of
fact, the position is really better to that extent.

Hon. WV. (1 ANOWIN: The Minister fails
to realise that the fees are paid to the hospitals
to-day and not to the Government, apart from
a few of the Government hospitals.

The Premier: There are a good many.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The fees from the

whole of them would not. amount to £20,000.
For last year that sum was set down, but it was
not realised. The total amount provided on
the Estimates for the upkeep of hospitals, and
so forth, is £66,655 ; which is for the half-year.
If that is doubled it makes £ 133,310 for the year.
Yet the MHinister will keep on saying that that
is the total amount provided for hospitals.

Mrs. Cowan:- And then maintenance charges
'will have to come out of that?2

Ron. W. 0. ANGWVIN: Yes, there is £11,000
on the Estimates this year for maintenance,
but that is only for six months. These items
are marked "a," showing that they are for sir
months only. The meaning of that is that thle
Bill will have to provide money for maintenance
for the future.

Mr.3MARSHALL: I move an amendment-
That in line 2 the figure " 3" in " 1923"

be struck out with a view to inserting"9
in lieu.

I am not sanguine as to the promises made by
the Premier. The Bill represents an innova-
tion in taxation as applied in the States or the
Commonwealth. I will not support any such
system of taxation.

The Premier: That in a perfectly honest
statement, if you do not want any tax at all,
but there meat be some taxation.

Mr. LATE"M: On a point of order. Is not
the member for Miurchison making a second
rending speech ?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is in order. The amendment seeks to
change the date of the Bill comning into opera-
tion from 1923 to 1929 and the Committee will
deal really with the whole Subject again.

Mr. MARSHALL:. I am strongly opposed to
the Bill and would like to eee it thrown aside.
I do not see how it is possible to bring the Bill into

operation as from the 1st January, 1923. That
is only three weeks ahead and it is certain that
the Government cannot put it into operation
by that time.

The Premier: Why not?
Mr. MARSHALL; How can the Premier

take steps to have the board elected, seeing that
those entitled to vote reside in localities so far
spant es Cape Leeuwin and Wyndhamn? It
is utterly impossible. Moreover, the stamps
cannot be printed in time.

Mr. Labtham: That would take one day!
Mr. Munsie:- Even if the stamps could be

printed in one day, it would take three months
to get them to their destination in some cases.

Mr. MARS1HALL: I do not know how Iong
it would take the Government to get in touch
with the road board adjacent to the Northern
Territory and get the decision of that body
regarding a. nominee for the board. Certainly,
if expedition can be used in connection with the
Bill it will be, bacause it is a taxation measure.
To place an ordinary servant getting los. a week
and keep on the same plane as people earning
their living without any great effort is totally
wrong and I oppose the ta x.

Mr. Davies: The Commission was unanimous
on that point.

Mr. MARSHALL: But this Committee has
no responsibility on that score. From time to
time, reports of select committees and Royal
Commissions have been ignored by the Govern-
ment and by Parliament and I do not see why
that cannot he done in this ease.

Mr. Davies: But you cannot blame the
Government for that!

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not, hut I askc the
Government to ignore the report owing to the
injustice of this proposal.

Hon. WV. C. ANGiVLN: I move--
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes.... ............ 10
Noes .. ... .. 25

Majority against

INMr. Aegwin
M r. Collier
Itr. Heron
Alr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall

M r. Breun
Mrs. Cowan
hir. Davie.s
Mr. Dlenton
Mr. Durack
M r. George
Mr. Gibson
MN]r. Harrison
M r. Hiekmott
Mr. Jobnston
11r, Latb".
%Ir. C. C. Mfalay
%Ir. H4. K. Maley

15 I

AYES.

Mr. McCallum

Mr. Walker
Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lambert

I (Teller.)I

NOES.
Mr. Mann
Sir .Jame& Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickrering
Mr. Fiaes
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Send dan
Mr. J. H. Smitb
Mr. Teesd ale
Mr. A.. Tbemren
Mr. 3 Thomson

Mr. Mutlany
(Teller.)
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Motion thus negatived.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It would be impos-
sible to bring the measure into operation next

yaand if it were, possible, no funds would
be avail able. The election of the board will
Occupy considerable time and involve many
difficulties. The electors of the re Brigades
Board are Comparatively few in number. Only
those who contribute to the funds of the board
have a voice in the election of the board, Th
election of the hospitals hoard, however, would
necessitate taking a vote of all the road boards
and municipalities throughout the State and
considerable time would be required to prepare
the necessary machinery and get the Act into
operation.

The Premier: That is the Second string to
your bow.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, the original
amendment was designed to kill the Bill.

The Premier: But you now want to make
the date 1929.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The only question
before us at present is that " 3" in " 1923 "
be struck out. The Premier must realise the
necessity for deferring the date.

Mr. LUTEY: I support the amendment
in the hope that the Bill will be defeated. This
Bill is purely a Subterfuge to raise additional
taxation. If it were not for the taxation pro.
posed to be raised, we would never have seen
the Bill. It is suggested that £123,000 will be
raised. We have indicated other ways in which
additional taxation might be raised, but the
Government have proved adamant. About
100,000 of the people who will be taxed will not
be in a position to pay. Why should there be
a special tax for hospitals and not a special
tax for educationI This is a Sneaking pro-
position to work on the feelings of members
in the hope of raising additional taxation. We
have suggested unimproved land values taxation,
but the Government shy at it. The Govern.
ment are raising only £50,000 from land taxation
and yet they are prepared to drag another
£123,000 from people, a large proportion of
whom are not on the brad line. I hope members
will not be pulled by the nose in this way. The
member for Roebiourne (Mr. Teesdale) by inter.
jection expressed the hope that the Bill would
do away with cadging. Under the Bill cadging
will be more rampant than ever. The Govern.
ment have made only six montbs provision for
the hospitals and ame merely out to get additional
taxation under the guise of reform.

Hion. P. COLLIER: I move-
That progress he reported.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept a motion
of that kind for another give minutes. Fifteen
minutes have not elapsed since a similar motion
was moved.

Dissent from Ruling.

Ron. P. Coller: L'nder what Standing Order
do you give that ruling! It is of no use
going on gues work. If thee is a Standing Order,
we should be able to discover it. I move-

from, the ruling of the Chairman be dissented

[The Deputy Speaker resumned the Chair.1

The Chairman: At a quarter to aik the
member for North-East Fremantle moved to
report progress. The motion was defeated.
At live minutes to six the Leader of the Opposition
moved to report progress. I ruled that the
motion was not in order ala Standing Order
No. 164 distinctly states that 15 minutes must
elapse before a similar motion can be again put.
As the quarter of an hour had not elapsed, I
would ask you to approve of my ruling on the
point.

Rion. W. C. Angwin: He has found the
Standing Order since.

The Deputy Speaker: As the Standing Order
distinctly states that 15 minutes must elapse
between the time that any hion. member moves
to report progress, and the time that another
member may do so, I mnust uphold the Chair-
man's ruling.

The Chairman: The 16 minutes having nowv
elapsed, can I receive the motion to report
progress ?

The Deputy Speaker: Yes.

Committee resumed.
Ron. P. COLLIER: I move-

That progress be reported.
Mfotion put, and a division taken with the

following result:
Ayes .. .. .. ... 12
Noes .. .. .. ... 23

Majority against

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Collier
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Heron
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey

M r. Broun
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davis.
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. Tnhntn
Mr. Latbam,
Mr. C. C. Malay
Mr. H. X. Meter

Ayies.

NOtES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Marshall
McCollum
Pickerig
Walker
Wilicock
Mune

(Teller.)

Mr. Mann
Sir Jareas Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Piees
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Sampson
Sen ddan
J. H. Smith
Teesd ale
A. Thomson
3- Thomseon

Mr. ?Aulieny
(Tellsr,)

Motion thus negatived.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Very few memi-ers

realise how the provisions of the measure strike
the public. For the information oflion. members
opposite I may read a letter which has reached
me fromn a well-known public man and Strong
Nationalist-

Dear Mr. Angwin,-I hope you will be suc-
ceesful in your effort to have the Hospitals
Bill rejected. The system it would introduce
is an anachronism, and I am surmrised to find
it suggested in these days. The duty of a
State to care for its indigent sick is as itupera-
tire as its duty to feed its indigent hungry,
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and any system which bides from the people
this direct and imperative duty is wrrong. It
tends to act as an opiate, and that I think is
always an evil. Whatever may be said to
the contrary, the introduction of the local
element is bound to create an atmosphere of
parochialism, and in no phase of our life is
that atmosphere more objectionable than in
relation to the treatment of the indigent.
The English poor-houme is a striking illuistra-
tion. As the duty is cast upon the State, it
should be discharged by the State out of its
ordinary revenue. Taxation. by the State
for specific and earmarked purposes is, in my
viewr, open to objection. The Government
might just as wecll create an education board
with taxing powers. The Bill would not have
been introduced except by a Government
foolish enough to think they can hide the fact
that increased taxation is being imposed, and
my opinion is that the only aim of the Govern-
ment is to get increased taxation without being
found out. The deficit, however, will keep
as large as ever, and the sick will be no better
cared for, even if the Bill is carried. There
is a lot to be said for a central board-which
the Government can create at their pleasure-
exercising a closer supervision and control
over all hospitals, both public and prlivate;
but that is another and a minor matter. Wish-
ing yoU every success, yours, faithfully.
Mr. Latham: What is the signature?
Hon. IV. a. ANOWIN: That is all right.
The 'Minister for Mines: -Name!
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am not going to

give the name. The writer is one who has been
on the platform to assist many members opposite
to get into Parliament, and has taken a very
active interest in the National movenment here.
He does not support members on this side of the
Chamber. The letter shows he realises that we
have in office to-day a Government foolish
enough to think they can hide their actions
from the people.

The Minister for Works: We do not wish to
hide anything.

Hon. P. Collier: You hid that railway for
two years pretty successfully.

1r. Latham: You have not told us wvho the
writer is.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He is tot a Country
Party man.

Mr. Latham: No Country Party 'nan would
write a letter like that.

Hion. IV. C. ANO01iN: There are members
on the Country Party benches w~ho are not really
-Country Party, who are really Nationalists in
that position for what their friends can get
out of it.

Mr. Teesdale : Why did not the writer of that
letter send it to someone on this side instead
of to you I

Son. W. C. ANOWIN: Because lie knows
hen, members opposite will go any wvay they
asm pulled. He knows that if he wishes to
introduce something for the betterment of the
people, ho cannot get any support for it fron,
members opposite if it is not approved by the
Government. There wasr never any trouble
about hospitals when we were in oice. The
Labour Government found the money required
for the upkeep of the hospitals. The object of

the amendment is to postpone consideration of
the Bill. The present Government refuse to
maintain the hospitals out of revenue. They
refuse to adopt the methods by which the taxa-
tion of a Government is usually judged. The
direct tax to be imposed by this Bill would never
be taken into consideration when the taxation
of the country was heing estimated.

Siflimg suspended from 6 15 to 7- 30 p.

Hon. I. C. ANOWIN: Before tea I was
pointing out that the proposedl taxation will
not be regarded as an addition to the general
taxation. During the last live or six years our
direct taxation has been increased approximately
120 per cent. This new taxation till bring us
up to over a million pounds per annumn although,
as I say, it will not be regarded as an addition
to the general direct taxation.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the amendment will
be passed. Correspondence from the committee
of the IMeekatharra. hospital-a hody who have
raised many hundreds of pounds for that in-
stitution-hrows that they take strong ex-
ception to the Bill1 in its present form. A Bill
that would give reasonable support to hospitals
would be welcomed by hon. members generally.
The Bill before us till impose a tax on hospital
committees, composed of men who have done
invaluable work for their respective hospitals,
and will supersede those committees by the
board yet to be created. Moreover, that board
will be elected, not by hospital subscribers, but
by road boards, and so the local autonomy of
hospitals will disappear.

The Colonial Secretary: The local committees
who are doing effective work will remain.

Mr. MARSHALL: It will be left to the board
to say whether the work being done by those
local committees is effective. It is not fair
to asi: members of local committees to pay this
proposed taxation in addition to their subscrip-
tionsa to, and work for, the local hospitals. The
Meek-atharra hospital committee expected that
the proposed taxation would supply them with
sufficient money to maintain their hospital and
give hospital treatment to all. Now they find
the Bill to be worse than, that of last session.
It will merely serve to relieve the Government
of the payment of subsidy to hospitals. Miore-
over, it will not bring in sufficient funds to
maintain the hospitals on their existing scale.
There is no chance to get the Bill into operation
from the tat January. 1923.

The Premier: You must not threaten.
Mr. MARSHALL: I am not threatening, but

it will be utterly impossible to start earlier than
the lit January, 1924, the machinery to be
created under the Dill. There is no real com-
cmity of interest between the road beards and
the hospitals, notwvithstanding which the road
boarxds are to elect the proposed hospital trust,
which will supersede the local committees.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clasem put and passed.
Clause il-Interpretation:

Mr. PICKERING: To understand what the
interpretation of " board " means, one has to
turn to the clause which deals with the appoint-
ment of the board, Hitherto the boards have
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been composed of thoe who have shown a direct
interesit in the institution. Most of those who
in the past have subscribed have been local
storekeepers, farmers and others. The appoint-
ments should be in the hands of those who con-
tribute toward, the cost of the institution. The
whole constitution of the proposed board is
unsatisfactory and it is opposed to the principles
for which we stand. If we carry out the pro-
posals, contained in the Bill, we shall alienate a
lot of sympathy and interest which has in the
past been displayed in connection with country
hospitals. I suggest that we report progress
so that amendments which we desire to move
may be placed on the Notice Paper.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:

Ayes .. ... . 10
Noe ... ... ... 23

Majority against ... 13

Anawin
Collier
Harrison
Heron
Lutey
Marshall

Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Broun
Cowan

Daviles
Denton
lu rack

George
Gibson
Htckrnott
Johnston
Letham,

C. C. Maley
H. K. Maley

NOES.

Mr'.
Mr.
UMr.
Mr.

Mcallum
Pickering
Walker
Wilcoeck

(Teller.)

Mr. Mann
Sir Jamex Mitchell
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
Mr. MARSHALL: If no satisfactory amend.

ment is moved to this clause I will vote against
it. There are enough boards provided in this
Bill with which to build a house. It appears
that the local committees will be under the
domination of boards.

Thle Mfinister for Mines: They will become
the boards.

Mr. MARSHALL: -Not at all. A hospital
committee may be allowed to go on raising
money, but will be superseded in its management
of the hospital. If I can prevent it this Bill will
never pass. The principle under which these
hoards are to be elected is undemocratic, but
the Government see no harm in it so long as
they can raise money. I more an amendment-

That in the definition of -board ", all the
words after"- 1894" in line 3 be struck out.

My Object is to protect the local committees
whieh have done good work for many years.
Unless I am assured that they will not be super-
seded, I will persist in the amendment.

Hon. P. Collier: Do not rely too much on the
advice of the Minister.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The inter-
pretation clause is essential and means what it
says. But for this interpretation boards of
management wvould tome under the 1894 Act.
We shall improve the position of our hospitals
by bringing our legislation up to date.

Mr. Moana: Now you are wiser.
Mr. MARSHALL: The explanation of the

Minister conveys nothing. Does the clause create
boards that will supersede local committees

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It may be
desirable in certain cases that the existing
committees should be allowed to continue. I
would instance the Kellerberrin hospital, where
the local committee are doing good work.

Ron. AV. C. Angwvin :If you exempt Keller-
berrin you will have to exempt the lot.

Mr. Mann : Will that apply tothc Childroe'
Hospital ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am pre-
Pared to apply it to any committee that is doing
good work. Such committees will not be limited.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am surprised at
the Minister's remark. If the Bill is passed as
printed be will have no power to limit or to
appoint-

'The Minister for Mfines: Yes,' he will.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIX: The power will pass

into the bands of the trust.
The INIISTER FOR MINES: Clause 26

provides that the hospital committees specified
shall continue as at present constituted to manage
the hospitals specially set out in the schedule.
We can, when we come to the schedule, add
any hospital we please. The board will not
supersede a local committee if the Minister
decides that the latter shall continue to manage
a hospital.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Bill does not may
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
mandatory upon the Minister to appoint boards
in every instance.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Clause 26 is mandatory.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not.
Ron. W. C. Angwin: In most cases the

recommendation of the trust will be carried
out and to that extent it is mandatory.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will not
allow that statement to go unchallenged. I
again impress on members that there is nothing
mandatory in the appointment of the boards. It
is provided that "the Governor may, on the
recommendation of the trust, appoint a hospital
board," and so on, but it is not mandatory. If
the committee desire, the position can be altered.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have not power
to alter the schedule.

The Minister for Mines: The hon. member
said it was mandatory and it is not.

Mr. Pickering i But "may" is taken to
mean "shall."

The Minister for Mines: It is not.
Mr. BROUN: My objection, is to the man-

datory power which is given to the trust. It
will be left to the trust to say whether these
hospital committees mentioned in the schedule
will continue as before or otherwise. It is
very difficult to amend the Bill, because, the
interpretation clause already provides for the
Board. That would be all right as it stands, if
later on we could amend Clause 27, which ds.
termines how the board shall be appointed. I
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would like to sai it placed on a more democratia
basis, -e suggested by the member for Murchison.
If we ar43 Successful in amending Claus 27,
thou we need not worry about the interpretation
of "thefoard." As it is, the Bill willhlead to
a lot of dissatisfaction throughout the country
districts where the hospitals have been carried
on sucecessfully by committees. if the Bill be
passed as it stands, these committees will not
be able to take much interest in the management
of the hospitals, with the reult that the whole
of the management will be thrown on the trust.

?dr. Marshall: And the local committees
will Dot carry out their work.

Mr. BROUN: I hope the committee will
not agree to the trust at all. I think the hospitals
could be better controlled by the department,
including the Principal Medical Officer, and the
secretar of the department.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: That is my amendment.
lir. BROtTN: I will support that, because

I believe the hospitals will be more justly treated
by the department. It is quite possible that the
trust, when appointed, may consist wholly of
medical officers, bonaus. some of the local
authorities may appoint their local medical
men as their repreentatives. I have no ob-
jection to medical men, but, still, that position
may arise. The Committee should decide to
pluse the funds under the control of the depart-
ment and not in the hands of the trust.

Air MARSHAL L: It becomes difficult for
members of the Committee when seeking infor-
mation to find that it has to be supplied by a
private member. I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Ron. IV. C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-

ment-
That the interpretation of "Trust" be

struck out.
I recognise that the Royal Commission recom-
mended the appointment of a trust, hut I believe
the administration of the Act can be carried out
better and more economically by the officers of
thie department.

Mr. Harrison: And without duplication.
Hon. W.C. ANGWIN: The hospitalsgenerally

will receive better treatment from the Medical
Deatetthan from the trust. The member

for eveleoy. pointed out how doctors may be
appointed to the trust, so that no one else but
doctors may be on it. I have no feeling against
medical men, but I know from my three years'
experience in charge of the Medical Depart-
meat that objections have been raised when
members of the medical profession have been
appointed on beards controlling hospitals. There
were several complaints in connection with the
Perth Public Hospital. Some doctors said they
did not get the -me opportunities as other
doctors, even after they had been appointed
to the institution. This trouble is not con-
fined to Western Australia, but has been known
in other parts of the Commonwealth. A trust
is not required. The hospital committiees will
not be so successful in their operations as at
present,

Mr. Broun: Not if the method of electioa
proposed in the Bill is maintained.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: That is so. Many
people take an. interest in hospital administra-

tion and have devoted years to the work, and
yet they may not be appointed on the committees.
I am afraid the trust will assist in bringing
that about and I hope the Committee will not
agree to the appointmatnt of the trust. The
officers of the Medical Department are sympa-
thetie and I have confidence in them. The only
thing that has prevented them from admin-
istering the hospitals in the way many people
would like, has been lack of funds. I hae"
always had great sympathy for the Colonial
Secretary's Department, which is one that comas
in contact with the people more than other
departments. If affects charitie%6 State child' n,
hospitals, medical work generally, and so forth,
and scarcely any revenue comes to the depart-
ment. Unfortunately, nearly every other do.
partment has its requirements met before the
Medical Department, with the result that the
latter hae been debarred from carrying out
necessary improvements because funds have
not been available. The trust will require a
staff, for I do not think the Medical Department,
as has been suggested, will carry out the work.
We know that once a start is made in that
direction it will mean building up another
big department, absorbing a certain amount of
funds which could be better used in connection
with the hospitals.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Bill
represents very largely the recommendations
of the Royal Commission and the formation of
the trust was specifically recommended by that
body.

Aft. Lambert: Have you yourself no personal
opinion about it ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It was
unanimously recommended by the Commission.

The Minister for Mines: And the House
appointed that body.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is for
the Committee to say whether it is desirable
for the trust to ho established. As the recom-
mendation came from the Commission, it finds
a place in the Bill If the amendment be agreed
to, hon. members should remember that the
funds will be administered by the hospital trust
fund, provision for which is made in the Bill.

Mr. MULLANY: I am pleased that at last
the Committee has got down to discussing
the Bill seriously.

Mr. Lutey: We were serious in our attempt
to kill it.

.Ar. 31ULLANY: There was no intention on
the part of the Royal Commission that the trust
should dominate, supersede, or interfere with
the work of local hospital committees in the
various centres, any more than they are inter-
fered with or supervised by the Medical Depart-
ment to-day. The recommendation was ad-
vanced in order to give the people in all parts
of the State some representation on the board
appointed to administer the fund%, which would
he eamarked for hospital purposes There are
22 hospitals controlled by local committees and
subsidised by the Government, and the local
people ame doing excellent work. There are
about 24 hospitals in old established and pros
perous districts like Northam, York, Albany, awd
Bunbury. where the people have not been called
upon to pay one penny directly to the upkeep
of the hospitals. The committee thought that
as the people would be taxed, they should have
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representation on the trust. A trust, however,
is not vital to the Bill. If members think the
funds could be mote economically administered
by the department, I have no objection.

Mr. A. THOMSON:- I support the amend-
mnent. A trust would centralise the management
of the hospitals in the metropolitan area, and
would mean the creation of a department and
increased expense. Probably 25 per cent. of
the revenue would be expended in administration.
The officers of the department have handled
the hospitals successfully, and I believe country
hospitals would get more sympathetic treatment
front them than from a trust.

IMr. MANN: I see no good purpose to he
served by appointing a trust. The expert officers
of the Medical Department k-now exactly what
is required. The appointment of a trust would
probably kill local interest in the hospitals.
Spealcing as a member of the committee of the
Children's hospital, it would probably be neces-
sary' to raise £E7,000 or £8,000 in addition to the
sum received uinder this measure.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:- The Premier has prom-
ised to alter that and bring in the cost in his
Estimates.

Mr. MANN: Still f fear we should have to
raise a certain sum, and that with a trust in.
terfering in the management, the interest of the
committee would wane and there would be
greater difficulty in raising the& money.

Mr. MARSHALL: Front ry experience of
the Medical Department, I would hesitate to
support, the appointment of a trust. The
Department is in a better position to admtinister
the funds than any trust would be.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3-Application of Act:
Mr. J3ROUN: I more an amendment-

That after "apply"' in line 1 the words
"to any special institution or" he inserted.

I wish to exclude the Woorcloo Sanatorium as
we do not want a board to control that institution.
The money for its upkeep should come out of
Consolidated Reverne.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Com-.
mittee have an assurance from the rremier that
an amount will be voted from Consolidate
Revenue if circumstances require it. Therefore
the amendment should not be agreed to. The
Wooroloo Sanatorium and the King Edward
Memorial Hospital for Women are public hos-
pitals, always open to receive the sick poor, and
if they are removed from the measure, an in-
justice will he done.

'Hon. W. C. Angwin:- To whom?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To the

institutions. These hospitals should be kept
within the scope of the measure.

Mr. LATHAM: Is it intended to have a6 local
board for the Woorolon Sanatorium?

The Colonial Secretary: No,.
Mr. LATHAM: If the sanatorium and the

King Edward Hospital are not- made special
institutions and exempted under Clause 3, there
will have to be a local committee of management.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not sure of the
effect of this amendment on hospitals gener-
ally; but if it means that no provision will
then be left for the management or control

of certain hospitals, a new clause can easiy
be inaserted to meet that contingency. On
the main principle the Committee would, I
thinik, he wise in carrying the amendment.
The Wooroloo, Samatoriumn and the King
Edward Memorial Hospital are essentially
national, State-wide hospitals, and not local
hospitals, for which latter class of institution
this Bill is mainly needed.

The Colonial Secretary: The Perth Hos-
pital is a nationnl institution, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But not a State-wide
institution, because residents of outback dis-
tricts cannot, generally speaking, avail them-
selves of its advantages. On the other hand,
patients go to the Woo roloo Sanatoriem from
all parts of the State.

Mr, BROUN: I desire to leave the two
hospitals mentioned to be controlled just a
they are now, by the Health Department,
and to be maintained as they are now, from
Consolidated Rievenue.

Mrs. COWAN: I support the amendmient,
more particularly on account of the very
satisfactory management of the King Edward
Memorial Hospital. The officials and the
visiting boards there and at the Wooroloo
Sanatorium have been of great assistance to
the Government.

The COLONIA-L SECRETARY: A clause
is to be introduced removing from control
under this measure certain hospitals. The
two institutions mentioned can be included
in that clause. It makes for complication
when different hospitals are governed by
different systems; and there is no compen-
sating advantage. I hope the amendment
will not be carried.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIIN: 'What complication
can result from the amendment? The Perth
Hospital committee will manage the Perth
Hospital.

The Colonial Secretary: Subject to this
measure. The amendmnent is unnecessary.

Hon. WV. 0. ANOWIN: What does it
matter who controls the institutions? If the
amendment is carried, TEhe Colonial Seere-
tart will not he able to draw from the trust
funds in order to maintain these institutions.

The Minister for Mines: Do not forget
thet this Bill repeals the Hospitals Act of
1894.

Hion. WV. C. ANGIVIN:, But these insti-
tutions arc not under that Act. As a fact,
there is not a hospital in Western Australia
under that Act. The Woorolco Sanatorium
and the King Edward Memorial Hospital
are hoth national institutions, receiving
patients from all over the State.

Amendment put and passed.

[Mr. Stubbs W~ok the Chair.]

Mr. HARRISON: I move a further amend-
met-

That the following be aidded to the
clause :-"or (except as hereinafter pro-
vided) to the District Memorial Hospital
at Kellerberrin, or any other similar in.
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stitution which the Governor may exempt
from this Act: Provided that the said
hospital or other similar institution so ex-
empted from this Act shall be subsidised
by the Government to an extent not ex-
ceeding the contributions to the fund
levied within the district served by such
hospital or other similar institution; and
for such purpose such hospital or institu-
tion shall be deemied to be an institution
within the meaning of this Act."

The Minister for Mines: That amendment
is not necessary now.

'Mr. ITAR'RISON: I want to be quite clear
about that. The amendmnt may be required
in view of ether clauses which interfere with
"HIome Rule'' for this hospital. The people
of time Kellerberria distnect have managed
their hospital with satisfaction to the patients
and to the subscribers. With the Government
pound fur pound subsidy about £4,000 has
been spent in providing the necessary facili-
ties, and maintaining the hospital, and
there ir an amiount on hand for in-
stalling an X-ray apparatus. We want
to manage our own business in our
own way. Up to the present we have been
able satisfactorily to treat our own patients,
and also patients from other districts. We
have a good resident medical officer, a good
mnatron, and a good staff, as well as a first-
rate equipment. Moreover, we want to main-
tain the institution as what it is, a soldiers'
memorial hospital. The rules provide that
returned men, their wives, and their children
up to the age of 14 years, shall be treated at
half rates. The Bill provides for raising
.funds frein residents, and there is also pro-
vision made for an intermediate stage. The
Kellerherrin hospital makes a boast of receiv-
ing everyone on the same level: there is no
distinction as regards either accommodation
or attention, or food. I want an assurance
that the hospital will be maintained on the
lines on which it was started. Surely this
hospital has reached the objective of the
Government. One clause of the Bill pro-
vides the number of members to be appointed
to the local board or committee, and the
mavnner of appointment. At Kellerberrin wre
hr~ve to adopt who,. ma-v b- tmrineit die 1ost
prosperous way of appointing the hospital
hoard, beause of the need for substantial
contributions. Therefore we decided. to ob-
tain nominations to the board from the
various districts eontribuiting to the hospital.
Inted of having five or seven miembers on
the hioardl we have 15, thus giving representa-
tion to all sections; of the community through-
out the district. PUlesm we can get this home
rule, we shall lose our present satisfactory
position. While we are proryressiniz on good
lines, why interfere with us? Why not let
usR continue to have a free hand? I trust the
Committee will agree to the amendment.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: At a
later danye T will submit a new clause giving
full effect to the lion. member's wishes, but
without specifically referring to any parti-

cular hospital. My new clause will meet the
case, not only of the Kellerberria hospital,
but of all hospitals similarly situated.

Mr, PICKERING: The Kellerberrin. hos-
pital is peculiarly situated, inasmuch as it is
a memorial hospital erected for a speial pur-
pose. The question is whet her that hospital
is well advised in seeking exempt ion from the
Bill on the lines of the amiendment. If the
amendment is agreed to and time Bill passes,
the subscribers to that hospital will be sub-
ject to the taxation, and they ask that the
amount collected be retunied to tie hospital.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Suppose that ob-
tained in Perth. It would be more than the
hospital required.

Mr. PICKERING - I agree with that. I
cannot accept the proposed new clause of the
Colonial Secretary, because I cannot remem-
ber its terms. It should have been on. the
Notice Paper so that we might have studied
it. We ought to report progress, to allow
this3 and ether amnendioeats to be placed on the
Notice Paper. Certain amnendments have been
alreadly considered and handed to the Minu
ister, but we arc not to he allowed to see them
en the Notice Paper. Indeed the 'Minister ha,;
denied the existence of those, amend meats.

]Ion. P. Collier: And now he springs this
proposed new clause on the member for Avon.

Mr. PICKERING: Certainly it ought to
be on the Notice Paper, for we cannot he ex-
pected to rem ember its terms.

Hon. W. C. ANGTWIN: The effort made by
the people of Kellerberria has been for a.
special object. Only a few weeks ago the
heon. member gave metropolitan members a
dressing down on the score of the lack of
support to me1tropolitanT hos9pitals. He told
us then how well they did tlmimgR at Keller-
berrin. Fromt the last published report we
find that the amount received at Kellerberria
in fees other than those paid by patients, was
£E79, and thae amount received by donations
nil.

The 'Minister for Mines: Who made that
donationI

Hon. W. C. A'NGWIN: At Freumantle the
fees received other than fees from patients%
amounted to £E1,006 and from donations
£21,267. So it will be seen that we are not so far
behind the people of Kdllerberrin after all.
It would be uinwise to accept the amendment,
because if we are to insert the name of the
Kellerherrin hospital in the Bill we must in-
elude also the names of other hospitals
similarly situateid. All hospitals would like to
comeic i tinder thme ternms proposed in the
amendment. It would particularly suit the
Perth hospital.

Mr. Mann: Where woald the Children's
fospital get their money from?

Hon. W. C. 'ANG WIN: They would comne
in in the same way, and in consequence there
would be very little funds left for the main-
tenance of country hospitals. The hon. mem-
ber ought to sobmit a further amendment
providing that the maintenance of any per-
son comning from the Kellerberria district to
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the Perth hospital for special treatment would
he paid by the committee of the Kellerberrin
'hospital.

Mr, Broun:, Even if the amendment were
carried, the Kellerberrin people would have
to pay the tar just the same.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIIN: Ye;, but they
want the tax they pay to be devoted to their
own hospital. The hon. member could wvell
withdraw his amendment until ire have con-
sidered the new clause forecasted by the
Colonial Secretary-.

Mr. HARRISON: The return quoted by
the hon. member showing that the Kellerber-
rin hospital received in fees other than pa-
tient's fees, the sum of £79, was for the
year 1021-22. The lion, member omitted to
read a footnote showing that the result
of the first efforts of the committee was £132.
The maintenance fees came to £275 and other
revenue to £79. This was when the hospital
was conducted ia a building belonging to the
Water Supply Department, and later when
the old post office was temporarily used. In
the same report there is a footnote which
says that £976 was raised on capital account
and that the amount spent was £859. Some
bon. members would have us believe that
Tellerberrin has done nothiug for its hos-
pital. That district has done more than any
other in the State. If the suggested rate is
now fixed, and we do not permit the existing
management to continue, we shall not get
anything like the revenue that has been
raised in the past. Why interfere with the
present management when everybody has con-
fidence in it? Returned soldiers are looking
after the premises and the garden, and an
obelisk is erected in the grounds in front of
the institutiou, and it is here that the annual
gatherings are held. Why disturb what bas
heen dlone when we know it has worked eatis-
factouilyl

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have no desire to
disturb anything; it is the Government you
must blame.

'Mr. HARRISON: I hope the Minister
will not move the amendment, or that he will
report progress so as to give us an oppor-
tunity to see it on the Notice Paper.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I move-
That progress be reported..

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes -- . . .- 15
Noes . -. . - 24

Majority against .

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Heron
Mr. Johnston

9

ArEs.
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Luley
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCallum

IMr. Pickeriog
Mr. wilron
Mr. Wilicock

(Totter.)

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Braun
Mr. Carter
Mr. D)avies
Mr. ]Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Hiclinot
Mr. Lathama
Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. H. X. Maley

NNs.
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Flesee
Mr. Richiardson
Mr. Sampso0n
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. J. Thomson
Alr. Underwood
Mr. Milliany

VTclfrr.)

Motion thus negatived.
Mr. PICKERING: I regret that the Com-

mittee did not decide to report progress.
The Minister for Mines- That is a reflec-

tion on the Committee.
Mr. PICKERING: You are not running

this Chamber.
The Minister for Mines: Did not the Com-

mittee decide the matter?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was not the mem-

bers who were in the Chanmher, but those who
were outside who decided it. Those ontside
do not know what is going on.

Mr. PICKERING:- I do not know why
the Minister for Mines should have a special
privilege to abuse members of this House.
It seems to me that ho has a special Uicense
to criticise everyone who rises to speali here.
He thinks lie can dominate everyone. I shall
always do what I think is right with regard
to measures of this nature, irrespective of
what the Minister may say or do. This is not
the only occasion on which he has attempted
to lay down the law. He has referred to the
traveling expenses of members who have
visited the other States.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member most confine his remarks to the Bil

Mr. PICKERING: I want to see the
Minister's amendment on the Notice Paper.

The Colonial Secretary: The member for
Avon is perfectly satisfied with it.

Mr. PICKERING: Well, I am not. The
Minister read the amendment in a garbled
way and we are asked to express an opinione
on it without properly understanding it or
havine the opportunity to consider it. The
amendment suggested by the member for
Avon, which I have no doubt was framed by
the Solicitor General, is brushed aside by a
wave of the hand. The hospital in
question is deserving of sipecia considera-
tion at the hands of Parliament, andi I am
not satisfied the Mfinister's amendment
will afford it the necessary protection.
I trust an opportunity will be afforded mem-
bers to again test the feeling of the Commit-
tee as to reporting progress. We have struck
out a vital phase of the Bill by deleting the
definition of "trust." Part II. is entirely
devoted to this question, and will also have
to be struck out. The Minister treats the
Bill more or less as a joke, but members re-
gard it as so vital that their advice to him
is to defer further consideration of it.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The mem-
ber for Sussex has a peculiar sense of humour.
11 is as subtle as some of his statements are
ambiguous. I assure the member for Avon
that if the new clause I propose to add does
not meet the case of the Kellerberrin hos-
pital, Clause 4 wilt be recommitted to give
him an opportunity of again moving his
amendment. In the circumstances I trust he
will withdraw it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot grasp the
meaning of the -Minister's proposed new
clause. His reading of it serves only to em-
phasise the justification of the protest made
by the member for Sussex. The new clause
should have been placed on the Notice Paper;
see could then have read it in conjunction
with the amendment of the member for Avon.
The fact that the new clause has been with-
"eld from us makes me suspicions of it. The
'Minister has carefully and wilfully planned
to subvert the amendment of the member for
Avon. The fact that we have not made
greater headway with the Bill is due to the
manner in which the Government have handled
it. 'Ministers have taken it in tuns to pilot
it through. The Premier took charge of it
in a bold fashion for an hour or two, and
then the Minister for Mines took up the
running, but his intervention has only de-
layed progress. The Minister for Works has
enideavoured by way of helpful interjection
end comments to assist his colleague, but the
deadlock we have arrived at is due to the
attitude of the Colonial Secretary in with-
holding important amendments from our
knowledge. The deletion of the definition of
''trust" entirely alters the scope of the Bill,
and up to at least Clause 25 consequential
amendments will require to he made. The
Minister should report progress and re-cast
tho Bill.

The Colonial Secretary: Many clauses may
-require to be re-drafted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the Minister
has conic preoared with the necessary amend-
ments, anticipating the striking out of the
definition of 'trust."

The Colonial Secretary: We have not
reached the trust clause yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but the Comamit-
tee have arrived at a decision upon the sub-
ject. The less we interfere with local control,
the better will it he for all concerned. The
member for Avon is asking too much when be
requests that the proportion of funds raised
in a district shall be paid as a subsidy to the
local authority concerned.

Mr. A. Thomson: Is that not reasonable?
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do nut know that it

is. It was never contemplated that the money
raised in one district should be returned to
that particular district.

Mr. Latham: It could not he done.
lion. P. COLLIER: Of coarse not, because

in same districts. the amount collected would
more than meet requirements while others
would not have sufficient funds at their dis-
posatl.

Mr. Ifullany: It is only fair to ask a rich
district to pay towards the support of a poor
district.

H-on. P1. COLLIER: Quite so. If we agreed
to the proposal of the member f or Avon, we
would find that many districts would have
more than was required while others would
be starving for funds. The system proposed
is that the whole of the money shall be pooled
and the amendment would be a distinct de-
parture front that principle. I am not pre-
pared to support the amendment in its present
f ormi but I prefer the suggestion outlined
by the Minister, fur it is more desirable to
place in the Bill a provision for general power
.to deal with hospitals as circumstances arise,
rather than to make specific provision for any
particular district as suggested in the amend-
meA by the member for Avon,

Mr. PICKERING: I mov-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and a division taken with the

following result-
Ayes
Nioes

Mr. Angwlu
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lsmbert

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Hiekmott
Mr. Lathain
Mr. C . C. Mle
Mr. H. K. Maley

-. . - ., -. 15
-. . - . . - 25

Majority against -. 0

Ars.

Mr. ue
Mr. McualIu

Mr. Pickering
Mr. Wilicocir

Mr. Wilson

(Teller.)

NOES.
Mr. Mann
Sir .lnn.nq MiP-benl
Mr. Please
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Tesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. .T. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
M.%r. HARRISON: The Minister says that

his amendment will give all I ask for in my
amendment. If that is so, why does he not
agree to my amendment, seeing that it was
framed by the Parliamentary draftsman I

Hon. P. Collier: Why not tell the Minister
that his amendment is contained in your
amendment?

Mr. HARRISON: I would like to see the
Parliamentary draftsman about it.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not have him at the
har of the House?

Mr. HARRISON:- The Leader of the Op-
position does not agree with my amendment,
hecause he does not like to see our district
get the fees collected there. 'My amendment
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does not say anything about a Government
subsidy heyond'that amount.

The Colonial Secertary: It is impossible to
ascertain the exact amount in any particular
district.

Mr. HARhILMON: But cannot the Minister
trust a board like this to provide the surplus
income for the support of weaker instito-
tions3

The Colonial Secretary: You are referring
to the levy and no separate fund is kept for
those payments.

Mr. HARRISON: It is said that the Bill
should be uniform. If all the districts were
like the one I refer to, there would he no need
for the Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have been in that
position for the last 18 months only; what
are you growling aboutI

Mr. HARRISON: How many bags of
wheat and of chaff have been brought down
from the country districts and sold for the
henefit of institutions in the metropolitan
areaI

lion. P. Collier: Look at the bad seasons
you have had!

Mr. HARRISON: Why all this talk about
the country districts not doing as much as the
towns? We have done more in the country
distriots than has bee,, done in the metro-
politan area.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 have no doubt
about that in some of the country districts,
but not at Kellerberrin.

Mr. HARRISON: If my amendment were
agreed to, the metropolitan area would not
guffer and we would get district hospitals in
the country, which would relieve the pressure
on the institutions in the metropolitan area,
for We could then treat men in their own
districts.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 4-agrecd to.

Clause 5--The hospital trust:

lion. WV. C, ANGWIN': I do not intend
to delay the Committee on this clause but I
trust it will be struck out in accordance with
the vote we took on the interpretation clause,
when we dealt with the definition of ''trust.''

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The ex-
cision of the definition of ''trust'' in the in-
ter1 'retation clause means that the hospital
trust, and all references to it, must be struck
out.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: -Not necessarily, un-
less it is specifically done.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I take it
that is the desire. I anticipated the pos-
sibility of such an amendment, and 1 have had
drafted a new clause to stand in place of
Clause .5 if deleted. I intend to move, if in
order, to strike out Clauses 5 to 12, inclusive,
with the object of inserting a new clause to
stand as Clause 5.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister can strike
out Clauses 5 to 12 hut we cannot deal with
the new clause until later on.

Mr. Pickering: flow can we deal with these
clauses unless 'ye know what the new clause
msl

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause which I propose shall take the place
of the others reads, ''The Minister shall be
responsible for the general administration of
this Act, provided that he may delegate to
any officer authority to exercise and discharge
such of the powers and functions of the Minis-
ter for such time and subject to such conditions
and limitations, if any, as the Minister shall
see fit from time to time to direct, but so
that such delegation of authority shall not
affect the exercise or discharge by the Mirx-
ister himself of any power or funcetion.''

[Mr. Angelo resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You suggest dele-
gating the powers to some other person and
you might then appoint another trust.

The Minister for Mines: It says, ''any
officer. ''

Hon. P. COLLIER: We shall take the
clauses one at a time. It is too much of a
gallop to strike out Clauses 5 to 12. 1 a
surprised at the light way in which the Gov-
ernment are abandoning one of the main fear
hires of the Bill. Last year the Bill was re-
muitted to a Royal Commission for considera-
tion, and having the benefit of the matured
judgment and recommendations of the Corn-
nmission, the Government considered that the
most effective method of managing our hos-
pitals was to provide for control by a trust
I take it they did not arrive at that decision
lightly or without full consideration. The
questions of management by trust and taxa-
tion are the only two features of the Bill and
yet, at the very first breath of criticism, the
Government abandon the whole of the pro-
visions for trust control.

Mr. Pickering: They will abandon the
taxation provisions next.

Eon. P. COLLIER: No; that is where
they will stand fast. Their attitude on the
question of the trust serves to enmphasise the
contention that the Government are uncon-
cerned whether the hospitals are managed by
trust or by authority delegated to an officer
or anyone else, so long as they get the tax.
In effect they hold tight and hard for the
tax, but we can make what we like of the
rest of the Bill. It is quite unusual to find
a Government, after having adopted a certain
policy on such an important question as the
management and control of the whole of the
hospitals of the State, coming to the House
armed with a sheaf of amendments providing
for an eutirery different form of manage-
ment.

Mr. Pickering: An entirely new Bill.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The -Minister's reason

for not agreeing to report progress was that
it was unnecessary; he was armed with all
the necessary amendments, So he asks us to
continue accepting amendments read out in
the Chamber. The very first opposition
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raised to the trust form of control led the
Government to abandon the principle.

The Premier, Did not you strike it out?
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, with the assist-

ance of the Minister.
The Premier: Then what are you comn-

plaining about?
lion. P. COLLIER: The manner in which

the Government draft their Bills. Most of
our time on the second reading was occupied
in criticising the trust form of control. Ap-
parently the Government were not sincere in
advocating that method of control. They, do
not intend to adhere to it.

The Colonial Secretary: The Committee
voted it out.

Hon. P. COLLIER: With the assistance
of the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: The Minister
voted against it.

Mr. McCallum: He voted for it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government did

not divide the Committee. The Minister did
not speak against the proposal.

The Minister for Mines: He did.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Heo said he would

leave the matter to the Committee.
The Minister for Mines: Obviously he had

to do that.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister "-as one

of the first to speak after the amendment was
moved.

Mr. Lathamv The voice of the House was
persistently against trust control on the second
reading.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think so.
The Colonial Secretary: The clauses pro-

viding for a trust were condemned from the
outset.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And, the Minister, an-
ticipating defeat, came beta armed with a
budget of amendments, ready for anything.
In effect, he says if we retain the trust, well
and good; if not, he has his amendments
ready. It is-a very convenient way, but it
does not facilitate the passae of the Bill.
flours and days have been occupied in dis-
cussing the trust form of management.

The Colonial Secretary: The trust appealed
to lae until I saw it wvas hopeless.

Hion. P. COLLIER: The Ministel did not
offer a very energetic defence of his trust
bantlingr. The innocent was abandoned on the
door-step or left in an outhouse at the first
sign of opposition.

The Colonial Secretary: The second read-
ing determined the fate of the trust.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has not decided my'
attitude. I an, not prepared to east aside
the trust method of management.

The Minister for Mines: The Committee
have done so; you cannot go back.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are dealing with it
now. Previously we were dealing with the
interpretation. If we retain Clause 5,' the
trust will stand, irrespective of the inter-
pretation. The Committee would not be justi-
fied in lightly abandoning the recommnenda-
tions of the Royal Commission. I have not

hdld very strong opinions upon the question
of control

Mr. Marshall called attention to the state
of the Committee.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ring the bells.
Mr. Teesdlale: On a point of order, I ob-

ject to the procedure. There was a quorum
present at the time the matter was men-
tioned.

Hor. P. Collier: You cannot question the
Chairmmt's action in that way.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T have counted
the House; there is a quorum present.

[Mr. Angelo resumed the Chair.]

Hon. P. COLLIER: It must be very dis-
tressing to members to be disturbed in this
way. Our only excuss can be that we are now
dealing with one of the main principles of the
Bill. When members come to exercise their
vote, they ought to have a full knowledge of
the question. The Royal Commission travelled
over the length and breadth of the State, and
involved the treasury in considerable expenditure
and their recommendations ought not to b
lightly sat aside.

The Minister for Mines: I think you sad
that on the interpretation clause.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister does not
know which clause we are on.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, I do. You
voted against the trust.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister does not
know how I voted. There was no division, and
I remained silent whea the question was put.
The trust is to consist of, firstly, a representative
of the local governing bodies within 50) miles of
the metropolitan area. This concerns the
Minister for Works, who -will appreciate the
difficulty of electing the representative of all
those local authorities. Is there to be a general
convention of them at one of the Perth picture
palaces ? That is a possible method, but costly
and cumbersome. Then, what about the other
local governing bodies outside the metropolitan
ares, from Phillips River to las Creek, who are
to elect the other representative ? If trust control
survives; in the Bill, I would urge the Minister
for Works to enlist the services of his local

-Government officer, who will manage the matter
if it can be managed at all. In addition, the
trust will comprise a member of the British
Medical Association. Here we have a doctors'
union with the right to nominate a member
of the trust. Why should that union have such
a right ? And most likely there will be two
other doctors on the trust. Here is a body with
seven members, including three doctors and
we know what jealousies exist among medical
men. This body can appoint a secretary, and
inspectors, and other officials necessary for the
carrying out of their functions under the Dill.
Duplication of expense is involved, the work
now being done by a department. I would be
prepared to support what I believe will prove
the heavier cost of trust management if it could
be shown that present deficiencies in the manage-
ment of country hospitals would therebyv be
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remedied. Do the Government leave the drafting
of such a Bill as this to some subordinate officer,
and then bring it down to the House and upon
encountering some opposition abandon it ?
Conduct of that kind is not very complimentary
to the members of the Hospitals Royal Comn-
minion, who journeyed to Meekatharra in the
north and to Albany in the south in the course
of their investigations. It seems to have become
known to members of this committee that the
Colonial Secretary was armed with amendments
in anticination of the defeat of various clausesr.
I ask has any member boon able to follow the

hily technical amendment which the Minister
ppse to ,'bic? We do not know who

the officers suggested by the Minister are to be,
and although I have confidence in the depart-
mental officers, it may be that their appointment
will be in effect a sort of trust. As members
have not had an opportunity to peruse all the
reports that have been placed on the Tablo,
they probably have not had time to read the
report of the Royal Commission. For the benefit
of those hon. members, I will read their recom-.
mendations with regard to the trust, particual
in view of the fact that the Minister for Wok
said he bad not had time to read the Bill.

The Minister f or Works: On a point of order,
I made no such statements. It exists only in
the imagination of the hon. member.

Hour, r. COLLIER: If the Minister did not
say that, I apologis for I did not intend to
make any insinuation.

The Minister for Works: I wanted to get a
clear exposition, as to how you regarded the Bill.

Hon. P. OOLLIER: I hope the Minister
understands it now. Regarding the appointment
of a trust, the Royal Commission's recommend.-,
tions were asfollows:

That a Hospital Trust be constituted which
shall, under the Minister, generally administer
the Trust Fund. That the Trust be composed
of six persons to be appointed by the Governor:
--(%) Two to be administrative officers of the
Medical Department, who will act as executive
officers of the Trust; (b) one a medical
practitioner, to be nominated by the W.A.
Branch of the British Medical Association;
(c) one to be nominated by the local governrig;
authorities, whoso districts, or any part of
whose districts, are within fifty miles of the
Perth Town Hall ; (d) one to be nominated
by the local governing authorities in the
agricultural areas ; (e) one to be nominated
by the local governing bodies in the minn
areas, That members of the Trust be ap-
pointed for two years and be eligible for re-
appointment. That the Trust elect its own
Chairman. That non-official members of the
Trust be paid fees at the rate of £2 2s. per
sitting, the Chairman to receive £ 39S. (in
addition to necessary travelling expenses).
the total amount of fees not to exceed £050
in any financial year. That the Trust make

reguation for the management of hospis
commttees, the duties of mattrs, nursesad
other institution officers, the methods to be
followed in staffing hospitals, in securing

-supplies, and other matters. That the Trust
be empowered to recommend where local
hospital committees shall be appointed, and
the duties and powers to be exercised by such

committees. That the Trust be empowered
to itself manage ouch hospitals as it thinks
fit (&g., the present departmentally managed
hospitals, until local committees are appointed).
flat the Trust be empowered to grant sub-
sidies towards the management of hospitals.
That all hospital premises and reserves be
vested in the Hospital Trust.

After refreshing my memory on this point, I am
convinced that, in all probability, the con-
sideration that has been responsible for the
Government abandoning the trust is that re-
commendation which provides for the payment
of fees to the members of the trust. The Dill
is entirely a taxatnion measure and evidently
the Government were not prepared to face the
expenditure which the appointment of the trust
would involve. The Minister has run away
from this child and left it to the tender merc
of the Committee. I have an open mind regard-
ing Clause 5 and I am prepared to listen to
arguments for and against the trust. I expect
the Minister will put forward -somes reason for
the provisions which he and the Government
incorporated in the Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and declared carried.

Capt. Carter: A division was called for.
Mr. Corboy: I protest. The division was

called for only after you, Mr. Chairman, bad left
the Chair, having given your decision.

Capt. Carter: The division wlas called for
before the Chairmnan left the Chair.

The Minister for Works: You were out of
the Chair, Mr. Chairman, when the division was
called for.

Capt. Carter interjected.
Hour. IV. C. Angivin: If you talk like that,

you can sit here all night. You started it and
we will show you what it means.

Progress reported.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT-LUNACY
DEPARTMENT.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R. S.
Sampson-Swan) [10-42]: I desire to make an
explanation. A week or two ago, when the
Estimates of the Loncy Department were
before the Committee, I was questioned in
respect of reports which, under the Act, are
required from the board of visitors. In answer
to the Leader of the Opposition. I said those
reports had reached me regularly. As a matter
of fact the minutes of meetings of the board of
visitors do reach me regularly, and in answering
the (luestion the way I did I was under the
belief that those minutes constituted the reports
required by the Act. Subsequent consideration
led me to realise that I had given a wrong answer.
Accordingly I have had a report of the board
of visitors prepared for the period 31st March,
1921, to the 30th November, 1922. 1 have that
report here, and I move-

That the paper lie on the Table of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) 110-451: 1 ean
quite understand that, with the question sprung
upon him, the Miniser inadvertently stated that
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the reports had been presented to him, and that
he now finds it was not the reports, but only
the minutes. Under the Act it is an obligation
on the board of visitors to report to the Minister
every visit they make to the institution. It may
be that if they keep minutes of each of their
meetings and forward a copy of those minutes
to the Minister, the board consider they are
complying with the provisions of the Act. But
the object in inserting that provision in the Act
was, that the House should be kept informed of
the result of the visits of the board and of any
comments which the board might feel disposed
to make. So it was provided that each of
their reports-not a comprehensive report like
this-to the Minister should he laid on the
Table of the House. The Minister will appreciate
the difference between a report covering a period
of 18 months or so and specially prepared for
presentation to the House, and the periodic
reports the hoard make to him s" Minister in
charge of the Department. I hope that in
future we shall have the provisions of the Act
thoroughly complied with ; that is to say, that

regla rpotsmade by the board to the Minister
sha be place on the Table. By such means
the House will be inaposition to judge of the
effectiveness of the amendments made in that
Bill of two or three years ago.

Question put and passed.

SILL-DAIRY CATTLE IMPROVEMENT.

Council's Amendments.

Message received from the Concil notifying
that it had agreed to the Bill, subject to amend-
ments.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Amendments,

Message received from the Council notifying
that it had agreed to the Bill, subject to amend.
meats.

BILL-COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.
Message received from the Council notifying

that it had agreed to the Assembly's amendment
to the Bill.

BILIrPEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message.

Message received from the Council notifying
that it did not insist upon its amendment to
the Bill.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from, 30th November; Mr. Stubbis
in the Chair.

Department of the North-Wsst-41Hon. H.
P. Colebatch, 31.11C., Minister), £26,401.

Vote-North-West Department, £22,895.

Mr. M1ARSHALL (Murchison) (10-48]: Al-
though the revenue from the North-West
materially affects the Consolidated Revenue,
we have no representation by a Minister in the
Assembly. By interjection the other night it
was said the appointment of the Commissioner
of the North-West wvas brought about by Govern.
ment activity influenced by members resproscnting
the North-West. M,%y electorate is recognised as
a suburb of the North-West. No request was
ever made to the Government for an administrator
for the Noath-West, b ut it seemed to be the last
resort to find a good position for a faithful
follower.

The Minister for Works: I do not think that
is true.

Mr. MARSHALL: At that time no better
job was available ; otherwise he would not
have been tacked on to the North-West.

The Minister for Works: I can contradict
that absolutely.

Mr. Angelo: Who is the administratorI
Mr. MARSHTALL : Ds-akeaBrookmnan. No

member requested that appointment. While
there is an administrator for the North-West,
every particle of business transacted betweene
the Meekatharra Road Board and the adminis-
trator has to be reviewed by an alleged secretary
in Perth.

The Premier: Not ani alleged secretary.
Mr.MARSHALL: Thenwhoisho? Wehave

no information. Is there a secretary in Perth?2
The Premier: Yes.
Mr. MARSHTALL : For several months the

Meekatharra Road Board has been negotiating
with the administrator with a view to taking
over the control of the various water supplies
along the stock routes. After about four months
a definite understanding has been arrived at.
Scarcely one letter passed between the road
board and the administrator without being
interfered with by the secretary in Perth. It
is a sort of vicious circle ; no one known the
position.

Mr. Underwood: You will find out if you
live long enough.

Mr. MARSHALL: What right has a secretary
in Perth to interfere with the business transacted
between an important road board and the ad-
m0iitrator of the North-West? How does the
secretary come to hold that positionI Is there
some necessity to manurfacturre positions?7

The Minister for Works: No.
Mr. MARSHALLI: Then why is it?
The Minister for Works: Because the North.

West members were not satisfied with the work
they were getting from the Works Department.
They are not satisfied now and never will be.

Mr. MARSHALL: There was no question of
getting satisfaction from the Works Department.
We were better catered for previously, and could
rely upon getting a prompt acknowledgement
of all correspondence.

The Minister for Works: You were not
satisfied, and agitated for a North-West depart-
ment.

Mr. MARSHALL : We had nothing to do
with the appointment, It was Purely a matter
of Government interference.

The Minister for Works: The division could
not have been made if it had not been for momt-
hem representing the North-West,
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Mr. MARSHALL: No member representing
the North-West suggested that the appointment
was necessary. No member desired or required
it. The Government saw an opportunity to
tack the administrator on to the North-West
and find a easy position for a supporter.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.
If Tindale would have taken the eappointment,
he could have had it. It was desired that he
should have it.

Mr. MARSHIALL: The North-West would

probably have benefited from his appointment,
because he is a capable engineer.

Mr. Underwood: And he was an applicant
f or the position.

Mr. MARSHALL: The North-West would
have been better for such an appointment.

Mr. Underwood: And you would not have
had Meekatharra included in tbe North-West.

Mr. MARSHALL: Since the appointment,
it has been more difficult to get business trans-
acted in reasonable time. The only result of
the appointment has been to retard business.
I protest against an intermediary being stationed
between the North-West department and the
Murchison. We have been compo led to ally
ourselves with the North-West. Correspondence
has to be sent to the administrator through a
secretary in Perth.

Mr. Underwood: -It has to go to the private
- secretary of the administrator at Broome. We
have three engineers, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: ft is a deplorable state of
affairs. I protest against the system. The
Mnrchison people never askeat for the appoint-
meet and did not require it and do not want it
now.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) (10.58]: Wben
the North-West Estimates were before us last
week, we had the extraordinary spectacle of two
Ministers adinittiug they knew nothing about
the question. One of them certainly had a few
notes whith had been presented to him, hut
outside those ziotes, he made no pretension to
any knowledge about the Elstimates with which
he was dealing. However, we shall get over that
as we always have done. This is the sort of treat-
ment the North has received ever since I have
been in Western Australia, so that we are not
upset by a little matter of that kind. Last year
we hoped for great development in the North.
West territory, of which we have heard so much.
I picked up a "West Australian " of a few
months ago, and read in lit a paragraph stating
that the policy of inactivity which- had been so
pronounced in connection with the North-West
was to be vigorously challenged. The paper
went on to say-" A strong band of enthusiasts
fired with zeal has left for the great North-West."
I cannot get over that. I have the word " fired "
underlined. It was most interesting to know
what a, narrow escape the North-West had from
something being done. Apparently the weather
was too enervating for these enthusiasts, for I
cannot find that anything melted from their
fiery zeal. rossibly a temperature of 117
degrees in the shade melted it out of them.
Some little progress, however, has been made
during the last 12 months directly due to the
work done by members representing the North-
West; certainly not to these other zealous
gentlemen. The Carnarvon settlement appears

to be well in hand, and banana and pineapple
plantations are being energetically developed.
I em pleased to know that we have men there of
good standing determined to give these two
industries a good trial.

Mr. Marshall: We wish them well.
Mr. TEESDALE: Onulow, that most im-

portant port, has at last come into its own,
having been furnished with a decent jetty, which
will now give these unfortunate residents access
to markets which they have been denied for
the last 40 years.

Hon. P. Collier: Did they not shift the whole
town ?

Mr. TEESDALE: I was able to play some
small part in securing this important structure.
It is one of the first reinforced concrete experi-
ments made in the State. The cost of main-
tensance will be reduced to a nominal sum, in
comparison with the frightful outlay that is at
present incurred on timber jetties. I know
what colossal sums have been spent on
jetties during the past 30 years. These jetties
have entailed a terrific expense upon the
State, and are not worth 25 per cent. of the
money they cost. Nearly every one is in a
shocking state of disrepair. The department is
continually patching them up, and an expenditure
of £5,000 on any one of them is hardly noticeable.
A little while ago I ran a long sweep under 16
piles of one jetty, and found that they were
practically floating piles because of the damage
done by the teredo. I hope this concrete etr-ot.
ure at Onslow will reduce the cost of maintenance
as compared with that entailed on the old
structures.

Hoan. W. C. Angwin: My experience was that
fires did more damage than the teredo.

Mr. TEESDALE: For years past this port
has been kept back. Behind it is the best sheep
district in the State. I am sure I conld get really
good solid disinterested backing tu support me
in that statement. The North-West department
has started a small experiment at Derby from
which great hopes are entertained. A few men have
gone up there to start a cotton settlement. I
should prhaps have liked them to have started
at another timeo of the year, but I have no desire
to throw cold water upon the proposition. If
these men do not attain great success this year
the work they will do will come in for the en-
suing season. There are many applications for
land there apart from returned soldiers. I am
sorry the settlement has been limited to returned
soldiers. I hope the Government will recognise
the applications from private individuals. The
industry in its present stage doeus not justify a
large expenditure on the part of the government,
I have always advocated that no great expense
should be incured in what may he a somewhat
problematical venture. Small acreages should
be worked to start with. - The Government must
recognise that others who are applying for land
maust be catered for. These people should not
be forced to run from one department to another,
in order to obtain the information they require.
It should be available in the North-West depart-
ment. Nothing sickens a man more readily
than to he chased from one department to
another. I hope the Premier will make suitable
arrangements for next season. If there is any
difficulty about a man getting land next season I
will give him a most strenuous time.

2007
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'The Phrmier: Will you?
Mr. TEESDALE: I do not mind a little

indecision on this occasion, but if the land is not
ready next season I shall want to know why.
A party of men and women have taken up 3,000
ares, there which is most satisfactory. They arei
likely people. I am a little disappointed at the
big acreage they took up. They ame a little
too ambitious. It is not, however, necessary
for them to work the 3,000 acres They are
very sanguine of success and enthusiastic, and
have enough land to enable them to extend their
operations.

Hon. P'. ('oilier: Is that in connection entirely
with cotton

Mr. TEESDALE: No, it involves the growing
of numerou'. tropical products. if they are suc-
cessfully with half of the products they intend to
grow we shall all ho very pleased. They are,
making a commencement with cotton and
tobacco.

Mr. Underwood: Do you think they will have
a chance of handling 30 anes?

31r. TEESDALE: These are reliable ero.
We should confine our energy to crops eT
tobacco, cotton, rice and maize. If only two
of these products were grown successfully we
should be doing something of a very satisfactory
nature for a start. I am not reflecting upon the
enthusiasm of the member for Gascoyne for
bananas and pineapples.

Mrf. Marshall: What about peanuts ?
31r. TEESDALLE: Peanuts have become rather

a jest here, but I may say that at present in
Queensland peanuts are being grown and an,
yielding half a ton per acre and bringing £0
per ton. Queensland has 3,000 acres under
peanuts. Up in the North we are going in for
cotton as; fast as we can: we are actually patting
the racecourse under cotton at Hoeboumme
Members will be pleased to know that in reply
to tho first batch of correspondence I seat to
the Old Country, theae was an expensive
cablegram asking straight off, "What financial
assistance do you went to grow cotton onlag
scale ? What land is available and what
price? " together with other queries. I was
very pleased indeed to get that message,
beauans it shored that the first letter I had
mritten Home-I may add it was a letter to a
very strong group of Lancashire cotton spinners-
proved satisfactory, in that it elicited amrply of
such a nature. Without waiting to consult the
Premier or the Lands Department, I got to work
immediately and placed under offer to my cozze&
pondents a very valuable property of 90,000
acces

Hon. P. Collier: Crown lands ?
Mr. TEESDALE: Oh, Crown leads! The

property I refer to was particularly approved of
by Mr. Danm Jones, and so it wsill be seen that
there is a very good chance of getting the proposal
through. This is what Ave have talked about
for years and years. It has been the theme of
conversation at all Western Australian dinners
for the last 15 yearn. At those functions it has
been the fashion to talk of the immense Ibotenti'
alities of that huge country waiting for English
capital. Here we have England offering capital.
One portion of the cablegram said "Give us
full instructions ; make matter particularly
clear so that we shall not hare to refer to you
again." Of course, one can take that in two

rays, and I prefer-to take it in a satisfactory
way, as meaning that my correspondents are
likely to accept immediately by cable and to
wire £1,000 by way of deposit. All hon.meinlers
will be glad to knowv that England is recognising
the possibilities of Western Australia in the
direction of cotton growing. I sin sure all
hon. members will hope that something satis-
factory will emanate from the calegram.
We have had sonme extraordinary paragraphs
in the Press during the last two or three
days. I may describe them as very peculiar
official bulletins. I do not think they were well
advised. A fcr people were still doubtful with
regard to putting in a few acres of this ncw crop,
and those pessimistic bulletins by the three or
four off. cials have had a very discouraging effect.
Prospective growers carne to see we and asked
-What sort of genie is this C "1X hen Govern-

ment oil ciais puint yarns of that description it
is no inducement to prospective growers to spend
a few pounds of their money on planting cotton
seed. I told the inijuirers, that those Government
officials linew very little about the matter, and
that I knew all about it ; and so they wvent
ahead. Why should we discourage people at all?
We Want all the enthusiasm we can get in this
St ate.

Mr. Undeiwood: We do not want any de-
liberate failures though.

31r. TEESDALE: I would not reflect on the
hon. member for one moment. It is time enough
to talk about failure when we cannot grow the
crops.

Mr. Underwood : I have been looking at some
of those crops during the last two or three days.

Mr. TEESDALE; When we find we cannot
grow the crops it Will be time enough to talk
learnedly and write highly technical, scientific
dissertations about failure. One cannot judge
the harvest before the plants are high enough
to grow the cotton. Some backyards contain
grasshoppers. Now, we cannot legislate for
grasshoppers ; but if we cannot grow cotton in
one back yard we will grow it in some other
back yard. We are not going to he flattened
out by a few pests that arc talked of by the
Agricultural Department. I am a bit of a
judge of pests myself. Let me draw attention
to something which has been a great trouble
to me during the past three or four days. This
is the proper place to mention it, though I will
mention it outside as well. Somne time ago ana
important and highly capitalised company was
formed in Glasgow for the purpose of exploiting
a large concession on our coast, for products of
the sea, and particularly turtle. I can bring
evidence to prove that certain investors waited
upon the Agent General at Savoy Hoeuse and
asked him and his olticiala various questions
without getting any satisfaction at all. Instead
of something reasonable in the way of information
being given to them, something encouraging
or certainly nothing that would discourage them
from carrying out their intentions, they were
told that hunderds, of miles of similar coastline
wore to be had for leasing. That is very hurtful
indeed. One can scarcely credit the effect that
such a reply would have upon investors in the
Old Country, who place so much dependence
upon our oltece there. The answer is such sa
might not mean much to us Australians% because
we havea very casual way of dealing with things.
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Ilon. IV. C. Angwin: The answer might
depend on how the question was put.

IMr. TEESDALE: It was a very hurtful
tg indeed, and had a detrimental effct,

ecuse the people inquiring decided to go no
further. The directorate have cabled out to
Australia saying that there is a temporary hold-
up, and also a temporary cessation of the company
going on with its work, because of the pessimistic
and doubtful opinions given by Savoy House.
This matter is something that the Premier will
have to look into. I know that the company
Was formed by a very solid group of Scotsmen.

Hon. P. Collier: Those are the one we
wanted here, and now we have lost them.

Mr. TEESDALE: This was not the style
of syndicate that wes have been accustomed to
in Western Australia. Nearly every one of
the underwriters was a mnerchant, and the
group had arranged to take the whole
of the p~roducts of the company themselves,
without asking Australia to take any at all.
They had actually arranged through an agent
here in Perth to purchase the whole of their
glass containers locally. They cabled to know
whether, our new glass works were able to
supply the containers. The articles were to
contain nothing but glass-nol stoppers, no
rubbers. I give these details to show how
thorough these people were and how genuinely
they intended to go is for a really first-class
article which would attract a great deal of
attention. They had already started on the
project and haed spent a good deal of money.
They had a very prominent Perth architect
employed for sonmc months. The English
plase were not suitable, and were sent back.
The syndicate then went to the expense of
employing a Western Australian architect to
furnish a complete set of plans suitable for
the factory.

Mr. Maecallum Smith, Was that architect
a member of this Honsel

Mr. TEESDALE: No. There is something
wrong when such things can happen. We
have men here who wished to secure informa-
tion and what they got was surely what should
not be furnished to investors thinking of
spending their money in this State. If any
menber of this Committee was contemplating
spending his money fin the purchase of shares
in a company to develop WVestern Australia,
and he asked an officer of the Government
what he thought about the proposition, what
would be say if he was confronted with state-
ments such as I have indicated. The Shl-
Ionia Syndicate, to which I have referred,
issued scrip valued at £150,000. 1 can assure
the Committee that this Company was formed
and the whole of the shares had been under-
written. It was expected that some merchants
in London would have taken an interest
in this proposition. Some went to the Agent
General and asked him for his opinion and,
sn I am informed, he gave them to under-
stand that there were hundreds of miles of
country to be had in the North for the asking.
What impression would that leave in the mind

-of a man who was contemplating purchasing
pound shares in a company formed to carry
out this work, only to be told that the land

could be had for the asking? I hope the
Premier will inquire into this matter and see
if there are any grounds for the statements
I have made. I am informed that there are
good grounds for them.

Hon. P-. Collier: Did not these people go
ont with the scheme?

Mr. TEESDALE: It is shelved now. I
"as wondering if the paragraph taken from
the '"West Australian,"' which I have here,
hasl any bearing on this position. Two gentle-
meat went North some time ago. One of
these,' Mr. Stuart, had a very hazardous jour-
ney In that part of the State, for he went at
least 25 miles inland from the coastal ports
and got some wild bush scenes rigged up
which, no doubt, very much impressed him.
It was decided that he should take impressions
of these scenes to London in the shape of
films, descriptive of the wild North-West. He
also had a few hundred-weight of tortoise
shell and a few other things. In the course
of a newspaper interview one of these gentle-
men said-

I do not think we know the value of our
own country. It is a shaine to see all the
wealth of the North-West lying untouched.

Hou. members can see the feeling with which
this man was imbued-but he had never
visited the North. He was positively
bursting with enthusiasm. As to the other
gentleman referred to, the newspaper para-
graph states-

Air. Stuart sketched in outline some of
the wonders of the North-river and sea
alive wvith seething tons of fishes-

That is rather an extraordinary sentence, but
we canl take it as written-

-a stretch of beach with dugong upon it
as thick as the people in Barrack-street at
lunch time.

What a beautiful liar! I hope the member
for Carnarvon will bear that statement in
nijd-

Ini his book he had written what occurred
from day to day, but he was afraid that
some London people would say he was an-
other do Rougermont.

I should think so, too; I have already said
as much.

Mr. Angelo: But that is not Mr. Stuart's
statement.

Mr. TEESDALE: This is what appears in
the ''West Australian." Continuing, the
paragraph says-

Everything he had put down was absolutely
true. He and Mr. Coekram were taking to
England some tons of exhibits and they
wvere very optimistic.

Their optimism has been -well and truly
shattered! I was wondering if there
was any connection between this sort of
plaragraph and what has happened to the
Sliellonia Olmpany.

Mr. Underwood: Mr. Stuart found some
good exhibits.

Mr. TEESDALE: That is all very well
seeing that you can find good exhibits a few
miles from a port anywhere along the coast.
I am wondering what has happened to all
those huge industries that Mr. Cockrasn and
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Mr. Stuart was supposed to exploit. I an,
wvondering if Savoy House had anything to do
with this. It is possible that such is the
ease. The North-West Department has been
unfortunate in not being able to secure the
services of an expert officer in tropical agri-
culture. The Department has been trying
hard to get one for some time past. While
I was in Queensland, the Minister telegraphed
asking me to interview some applicants for
the position. One good officer was selected,
but when the Queensland Government, by
whom he was employed, heard of our choice
they gave him an increase in salary and that
officer decided to stay there. In these cir-
custances, the Committee can depend upon
it that a good selection was made.

Mr. Lambert: That is how you treated the
Queensland Government's hospitality.

Mr. TEESDALE: I can assure the nmm-
ber for Coolgardie that we do not do that
sort of thing on this side of the House. I
hurl an interview with the M1inister for Agri-
culture and asked him if he wvas ag reeable to
the officer going to the West. He assured me
that he was agreeable, but I think he must
have given the matter further consideration,
because a little later we were told that this
officer had decided to stay in Queensland.
There has been a considerable amount of de-
lay in connection with the settlement of the
North-West on this account, because the Com-
missioner for the North-West admits that he
knows nothing about tropical agriculture. He
is a good engineer, but he does not know
anything about this forn, of agriculture and
has enough pluck to say so. He refuses to
initiate anything of this nature until the
expert officer is appointed, so that there will
be less loss of time and no useless expendi-
ture. That is a creditable attitude to adopt.
Tn connection with the introduction of cotton
in the North-West, I have met with, a mixed
reception. Thorn were no bands or banners
greeting me when I proposed the growing of
cotton in my elvptornte. They are not very
enthauiastic about it there and I do not know
what will happen. I have always championed
their cause hecre and hare had very fair sup-
port. I am sure the majority of the members
of this Chamber recognise that; in the North-
West we must have big tracts of country to
enable pastoralists to shift the stock from
time to time wvhen droughts are upon them. I
remember one period of 2 / years when we
did not have enough water to wash our faces
with.

Mr. Unnibert: You look like it.
Mr. TEESDALE: In these circumstances,

the pasatoralists nust have large areas so ast
to shift their stock from one part to another
for grazing purposes. T was disappointed at
the reception I received when I asked for a
little strip of country to be devoted to cotton
growing. When I int forward the proposi-
tion, some of may electors looked at nme with
pained expressions on their faces& I do not
wvant to cut up a station to the detriment of
the industry. All I ask of the pastoralist is a
strip of country with which to make a few
five or 10-acre blocks for cotton growing,

which wvill give rise to contented inidus-
trialisn,, and serve to break down the
barriers between capital and labour.
Cotton growing will never be hurtful
to the squatters, for no one wants to drive
them out of the homes they have built
up i trying circumstances.

Hon. r . Collier: Couldn't they spare you
five acres?

Air. Underwood: The land is not in their
gift at all.

Mr. TEESDALE: I want to settle shearers
on these s~mall blocks. A block of 1.0 acres
is all that one man and his wife can work.
Cotton will give him a nice little addition to
his shearing cheque. All I ask of the pas-
toralists is a few 10-acre bloekp as near to a
town as possible. In Queensland the men
hikie out five or six miles from the towns anti
do a little bit of hoeing among the cotton
after their day's work, It is an extraor-
dlinary crop. If you do not attend to it to-
day, to-morrow, or even next week, or next
iiiontb will do as well.

Mr. Lam~bert: That would just suit the
Government, wouldn't it'

Mr. TEESDALE: And you cannot get
less than £10O or £T15 per acre if the crop be
anything short of a failure. It is a
wonderfuli drought resister, and it will
,-esist also heavy frosts. It is an extraor-
diniary crop and will be of immense value
to the State. In one or two points we are
a little behind Queensland. Our seasons up
North are not quite what we should like, but
I anm assured by 'Mr. Dan Jones that after the
first season we shall he able practically to
make our own season, and that eventually we
shmall be quite as sucves~ful as Queensland.
Probably we shall require a little irrigation in
the Low~er 'North, buit when we think of the
amount expended by the Americans and by
the Egyptians in bringing water immense
distancs in flumes andt open channels,
n-hen we realise that cotton is of sufficient
value to justify all that, it is clear that
shortly the time will come w-hen wce shall be
able to afford to raise water a few paltry
feet to the surface in order to secure good
crops. South Australia, Victoria and New
South Wales have conjointly entered upon a
scheme for irrigating by the flume pipe
systemn 272,000 acres. When they go to the
expense of a million feet of piping, and
irrigate 272,000 acres, it shows what wonader-
ful promise there must be, and what a
great goal there is to strive for. When other
States can undertake the rpense involved in
that work, it is to be hoped that we shall be
able to do something with our shallow water.
I have no wish that the Government should
undertake such a big scheme here. Tt is too
ambitious; but we might well adopt sonme
inexpensive scheme such as that in Queens-
land. I know of 400 acres there on which
there are 52 irrigation plants. Four or five
of the blocks are being irrigated from the
one well. It should not be asking too much
to request the Premier to allow the irripation
expert to go to Queensland and report on this
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scheme. I should be only too pleased to
supply the name of the distr~et, and give the
expert the necessary letters of introduction.
This scheme should be examined with a view
to deciding whether something similar could
bea adopted for the lower North. We must
have v ater on the surface ini case of a
drought. In a dry season it is fatal to keep
cotton wiithout a drink for more than six
weeks or two months, so it is only a wise
pr-ecaution to provide the water in case of
drought.

Mr. Harrison: Cotton stands second to
the prickly pear in droughty districts.

Mr. TEESDALE : Yes. I hope the
Premier wvill agree to this investigation.
Fro,, that one Queensland block alone,252,000 packages of fruit and vegetables
were despatched to Sydney in 1021. There
is something to bid for; a goal to work for.
The transport of the produce from the time
it leaves Rowen until it is delivered to the
agents in Sydney occupies seven days. That
means practically the sanme distance as Perth
is situated from Derby. Queensland has
achieved a cheap and effective irrigation
system, and the Premier should take sufficient
intere4t in it to ascertain whether it might not
he adapted to this State. No one in the State
is more keenly interested in cotton growing
than I am. if we dto not get one good comn-
mnercial district in the North aild another in
the South, I shall retire from public life,
because I shall bare no more ambition as
regards this House. Life is all too short.
There are 1.200 cotton growers in this State.
Inaqrine 1,2110 growers let loose on me! One
would be enough for me at my age of 60, but
to he set and barraceld by 1,200 of them
wvould be too much. We have 1,000 growers,
.and we have 3% tons of seed growing at the
present time. Our departmental experts with
their pessimism and warnings came too late
in the day. Our crops are in. I am uaiting
for the harvest.

EMr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr. ANGELO (Gascovue) [11.46]: 1 regret
that, owing to illness, I was not present lnst
week when these Estimates were introduced
by the Minister for Mlines4 and commented on
b.- the member for Pilbara (M~r. Under-
.wood), After having read the "H1ansard1'
report of the Minister's speech, I regret very
iruch the casual way in which the Estimates
were introduced. The Minister practically
admitted that he knew nothing about them.
It is a great pity that one or two of the
Ministers do not know more about the North-
West and Particularly the Minister who is en-
trusted with the duty of introducing the Esti-
mates. The Minister for Mines, in the
course of his speech, made two statements.
He said the North-West Department wa,
created twoe Years ago. The older nrmbers
of the Assembly know that the department
was created five years and eight days ago.

The Premier: You must have looked it up
to calculate thce eght dlays.

Mr. ANGELO: The department was es-
tablished on the 23rd -November, 1917. The
Minister stated that the department was
established largely as a result of the criti-
cism of the various Government departments,
and a desire expressed hy northern members;
also that he knew nothing about the admnis-
tration of the North-West. I would remind
him that lie is 'Minister for Mines and Indus-
tries and Minister controlling the State Ship-
ping Service, three most important sub-de-
partren~ts %lien the development of the North
is considered. As to the reasons for the
creation of the North-West Department, for
years previously pioneers and residents of the
North were more thain dissatisfied at the very
miserable treatment received at the hands of
the Government. During the Labour regime
the North-West received greater consideration
than from any other Government. Mlany of
the public works undertaken in the North-
West in the last 20 years were carried out
during the Labour regime. The people of the
North-West, recognising what a huge, im-
portant and valuable territory that part of
the State represented, were very dissatisfied
at the treatment received from the Govern-
moot situated in the southern portion of the
State. They recognised that they were suf-
fering from remoteness from the seat of gov-
ernment, just as Western Australia is suffer-
ing owing to its distance from the seat of the
Federal government. Several suggestions
were made as to how we could obtain better
treatment. One was that the North-West
should he attached to the Northern Territory
and controlled by the Federal Government.
We realised, however, the unsatisfactory re-
sults that had followed from Federal control
and this suggestion Was laid aside. My pre-
decessor in the Gascoyne electorate advocated
autonomy for the North. It would be im-
possihle for a population numbering only
0. 000 to have a separate State. On my ar-
rival in this House I put up the proposition
we had agreed upon. This was that we re-
quired a separate department to adnminister
the affairs of the North-West and a Minister
of our owvn. On the 20th November, 1917,
the (lay that I entered this House, the Pre-
mier of the day paid p'e the compliment of
asking ie to move the motion for the adop--
tion of the Address-in-reply. In the course
of my speech I strongly advocated the re-
quirements of the North-West in this direc-
tie,,. The member for Roehourne and the
member for Kimberley and I were all new
to Parliament. The member for Pilbara had
already held the position of Honorary Minis-
ter. There was a vacancy for an Honorary
Minister, and I strongly urged that the
North-West was entitled to a portfolio of
its own. I suggested the member f or Pilbara,
who was elected to the position three days
toter and made Minister for the North-West.
We wanted a gentleman who understood that
part of the State, and would devote his whole
time to developing it.

Hon. P. Collier: You have not got one
now.

2011
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Mr. ANGELO: That is where the fault
lies. If the North-West was to remain part
and parcel of the State and was to be de-
veloped and administered by the Government
of tile State we wanted some voice in Cab-
inet. We had four members representingu
the North-West, but none in Cabinet.

Hoii. P. Collier: That is revealed in thle
work done.

Mr. ANGELO: Little can be dlone without
representation in Cabinet. We wanted a man
who would spend his time during the recess
travelling in the North-West and making
hiinsolf acquainted with its requirements.
Had that been done the present disparity ex-
isting between Queensland and ourselves
would not have existed. Our North-West
population is about 6,000, whereas that of
Queensland numbers 700,000. I am surprised
at the remarks of the member for Pilbara
concerning the North-West department. He
said it was a wonderful joke and later on
called it a ''Charlie Chaplin'' stunt. He
was appointed to the position of Minister
for the North-West an the 23rd November,
1917, and did not resign until the 25th March,
1919. Surely, if this was a Charlie Chaplin
stunt and a huge joke, he cannot consider he
was tight in holding the position for that
length of time.

Hon. P. Collier: A lot could happ-en in
three years after he left the position. It
may have been all right then.

Mr. ANGELO: He had an opportunity that
has never been given to any member of the
House. If he had worked and carried out
the junctions. of that important rest he would
have been a big man in the State to-d3ay. He
would have been practically Administrator of
the North-West.

Rion. P. Collier: He had none of the power
the Minister has to-day.

Mr. ANGELO: He was Minister for the
North-West.

Hon. P. Collier: But the department had
not then heen created.

Mir. ANGELO: He sat here as Miinister
for the North-West and was referred to as
such.

Hon. P. Collier:, He was only called by that
name.

Mir. ANGELO: If ho did not get a fair
deal from Cabinet, and *as not being assisted
to establish his position, he should have re-
signed as a protest.

Mir. Harrison: He did resign.
Air. A'NGELO: Not for 16 months&
Hon. P. Collier: The North-Wcet Depart-

ment as now -onstituted was not created un-
til af ter he left.

'Mr. ANGELO: Why did he not ask for a
staff? It drces not seem fair that ridicule
should be hurled at the department by a man
who bad this opportunity of doing rent work
for the deA elorment of the North-We-t.
Shortly at-r the appointment was made
North-West members met together and we all
seemed to be satisfied. We endeavoured to
put all our requests through that dep-irtment.
'We rowr hivr' a 'Minister, a S~crta-v and a
Commissioner for the North-West, b-it I am

sorry we have not a Minister of our own to
deal entirely with tbe North-West. Until the
number of Ministers is increased that cannot
he brought about. This House should agree
to an increase in the number of Mlinisters in
order that we might have one of our own.
Another Mlinister is also required to assist
the Leader 01 the House in another place.

Hon. P. Collier: You have a Minister now.
Mr. ANGELO: We have a small slice of

him. The present Minister for the North-
West has to lead and control the Legislative
Council. Ho is also Minister for Education
and 'Minister for Justice.

Hon. P. Collier: Apparently there are no
Northi-West members suitable for the port-
folio.

Mr. ANGELO:- I do not say it is necessary
to have a North-West member as Minister.
We want one who can go to the North-West
and devote some of his time to attending to
the reqi iroments of that part of the State.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Mfinister has been
there and obtained all particulars.

M1r. ANGELO: Re made a flying trip to
thle North-West.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: And he took a num-
ber of lietures of it.

Mr. ANGELO: He certainty gathered a
good deal ol iniormation, and took the trouble
to oltain photographs upon which he has
lectured on many occasions to the advant-
age of the State.

lion. P. Collier: Are not North-West mem-
hers anl advisory council?

Mr, ANGELO: We have had meetings, but
not often enough to suit our own req- iremnents.

Mr. Undcrw3od 'My electors treat that as a
joke.

Mr. ANGELO: We have the best Minister
in the circumstances. He has done a good
deal of pul livity w -rk and has directed the
attention of many people outside to the North-
west,

Hon. 1. Collier: Why do you want an-
other?

Mr. ANGELO: He cannot give us the time
that is necessary to deal with such a huge
area. The secretary of this department has
[,eeu criticised. Mr. Neville is one of the
most enthus-astic officers in the service.
From early in the morning till late in the
evening lie is always to be found at the
office, busy in carrying out his duties as
secretary to that department.

Mr, Mlarshall: I draw attention to the
state of the House. It is a fine thing to hare
members who sit here listening to the de-
bate, particularly in the absence of those
who advocate sitting early, and then get
out.

Quorum formed.

M.%r, ANGELO: I wish to support what the
member for tte Murehison has said regarding
the appointment of the Commissioner. I do
not think any North-Western member knew
who was to be a .pointed. We knew the ap-
pointment was pending, but we heard who
was selected only after the appointment had
been made,

2012
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Hon. P. Cornier: That is nothing new. The
Government do not consult us when appoint-
ing officers for our districts.

Mr. AINGELO: We all hoped that 'Mr. Tin-
dale would receive the appointmnent. What we
wanted in the Conmnissioner was engineering
knowledge, because so much of the develop-
ment of the North-West will depend upon en-
gineering skill. Besides that qualification
there is great need of business acumen, again
something that 'Mr, Tindale does possess. He

6a good business man as well as being a
good engineer. End we been able to secure
him as Commissioner, the development of the
North-West would, I think, have proceeded at
a nmuch more rapid rate than it is doing at
tho present time.

Hon. P. Collier: Bot the Commissioner was
the only member of the family remaining to
be placed.

Mr. ANGELO: I am not going to condemn
the present Commissioner. He has not been
lung in the position, and the area is a tre-
mendous one to get round. Hle has not yet
had time to inspect the various ends of the
area. He may yet gain the necessary ex-
perienee, and we shall then see what ability
ht- possesses in an engineering and an ad-
mnistrative capacity.

'Mr. Marshall: Had lie any knowledge of
the North-West?

Mr. Underwood: Yes. He had heard the
Minister's lectures.

Mr. ANGELO: That is the unfortunate
part of it; be bad no personal knowledge of
the North-West.

Mr. 'Wilson: Is be an engineer?
'Mr. Underwood: Yes; a University en-

gineer.
Mr. ANGELO: I quite agree with the

statements which have been made as to the
ificulty of getting woick done when matters
have to be referred to the Commissioner in
Broomne. At times this routine savours of
the ridiculous. On one occasion the late Col-
onirl Secretary, paying a visit to Carnarvon
as representative of the Government, received
se-eral dennutations. One was from the pro-
grees association at East Carnarvon, which
asked him for a small granat-I think of £0
-towards the cost of a. hall, the people them-
selves having contributed £200 or £300. The
late Colonial Secretary replied that grants
were not usually given nowadays, but that as
their ease seemed a strong one he would have
muchi pleasure in recommending it to the
Treasurer. After his return to Perth he
sent on a recommendation to the Premier.
The next we heard of the matter was that
the recommendation bad been sent up to the'
CommiqsinnPr in Broome for his approval-n
Cahin-t Mfinister's recommendation to be ap-
prnv-'d by anl nnderstrapper!

H1on. W. C. Angwin: Be careful.
Mr. AYOEI-LO: Even an under secretarv

is an understriprer when it comes to th~e
spendia- of money. The case secmed to me
too nt0rordinarv altogether. The Commis-
sioner for the North-West should be an en-

gineer travelling around and finding out the
requirements of the various districts and re-
porting to Perth. The head administrative
uflice for the North-West should be here. It
is here in Perth that we North-Western mnem-
hers ought to he able to get answers, instead
of applications beiag referred for final de-
cision to the office in Broome. I am sorry to
find that tie total vote for the development of
the North-West amounts to only £22,895.

Mr. Underwood: And most of that is
officers'I salaries.

Ar. ANGELO: We will never develop the
-North ut .ueh a paltry rate of expenditure.
-For more money will be required. The North
warrants development. Here we are told in
an official bulletin that the tropical products
imported into this State alone during the year
191D-20, and capable of being produced in
our North, amounted in value to £2,1529,908,
Durinig thle same year the Commonwealth
imported £12,247,266 worth of thle same pro-
ducts, which wi ought to be growing in the
North of this State. These figures demon-
strate that it would he a good business pro-
position to develop the North. There is of
course also the absolute necessity, on whicb
I shall nor dwell just now, for population
fronm a defence point of view. If this State
cannot populate the North1 then it is our
duity to point out the position to the Coot-
monwenlth and Imperial Governments and
obtain their assistance. I am glad that the
member for Pilbara has stressed the neeca-
sity for expert knowledge in the North. In
my opinion it is absolutely ridiculous to send
in. to the North in the manner in which
those men have been sent to Derby. They
should be accompanied by men qualified to
tell themn what to grow, and to teach them
hLOW to grow it.

Mr. Underwood: They have sent up a
clerk from the Agricultural Department.

Mr. ANGELO: Mry own experience has
been a sad one. My brother and I spent
£5,000 ili carrying out experimental work at
('arnarvon. We did well until the pests
manifested themselves, and ever since then
we have had trouble. We were not expert
gardeners or' farmers, and we thought the
Government should have assisted us by send-
ing someone to Carnarvon to teach us. This
was long before IY became a member of
Parliament. We offered to pay the salary
of an expert for a year if the Government
would only send one to Carnarven. The
Government did not do so, and explained
that they could not get one at the time. I
wish to stress the duty the Government ow-e
to the people in the North regarding tranqit
facilities, and I hope they-will keep in mind
the necessity for seeing that the requirements
in connect ion with the State Steamship Ser-
vice are mnet. Later on we will have an
opportunity- of dwelling more fully on this
qluestion, when we discuss the vote for the
Stqte Steamship Service. I hope that nothing
,will occur to disturb the present arrange-
Ments until some better scheme can be
as9sured. There are many whs.7 in which
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the North-West can be developed. I hope
the member for Kimberley (Air. flurack) will
tell the Committee something about the huge
areas between Derby and Wyndham which
are stilt lying idle. A long time ago I sug-
gested to the Government that they should
open up a new harbour in that part of the
State, no as to promote development. There
are millions of acres of country there, which
are reported to be well watered and well.
grassed, awaiting selection and stocking.
This cannot be done by one or two individ-
uals becaust' the natives are so troublesome,
We have had evidence of that, unfortunately,
in the Press during recent months. This
work will have to be done by groups of men
working in conjunction, until the natives are
more quiet. When they are quietened, they
will become valuable assets a" cattle men.
I cannot agree with the member for Roe-
bourne (Mir. Teesdale) in some of his
references. If I understood bin, properly,
bie made disparaging references to Mr.
Stuart.

Air. Teesdale: T was rending an extract
from the ''West Australian"

Mr. ANGELO: Those statements could
not possibly represent a quotation of his
remarks, In Mr. Cockram and Air. Stuart,
we have two people who are anxious to do
their best to assist in the development of the
North.

Ur. Underwood: The quotation was per-
Imps froim remarks by Le Mesurier or Alf.
Neaves.

Air. Teesdale: One has never been up
North, and the other has been North once.

Mr. Underwood: Stuart huns his money in
it, at any rate.

Mr. ANOELO, Air. Cochran, has put a lot
of money into the venture.

Mr. Teesdale: It is no good exaggerating
like the statement about the dugong. That is
all tripe, and does no good.

Mr. ANGELO: I am satisfied that Mir.
Stuart never said any such thing.

Air. Teesdale: It was cabled from London
by the paper's correspondent.

Air. ANGELO: In all probability* , what
was said was that the benches were thick
with turtles, and possibly the Press ocorre,-
pondent mixed uip dugongs with turtles.

Mr. Underwood: Turtles are thick along
all the beaches, too.

Mir. ANGELO: That is right. T do not
know if the member for floehourne has ever
visited Delainbre Tsland.

Mr. Teecadale, T went to the island for
yena. I never missed a season there.

Mr. ANGELO: I went to the island
week after week, and T am not exaggerating
when T say that a visitor could walk half
way round the island and when traversing
the beaches need not put his feet on the
sand at all, because the turtles are so thick
thter-e that he could walk on their backs.

Mr. Teesdale: So they are at the present
time.

Mlr. ANGELO: T ame speaking of -about
30 years ago, when I was there myself. Tt
is piotable that the correspondent was eon-

fused between the references to ulugong and
turtle. I do not think it is fair to sy tbat
Mr. Stuart wvent only a few miles away
from the ports along the coast. I saw a
umber of his exhibits before he went to Lon-

d]on. Ile had a large number of photographs
wlichl illustrated lia trips and I saw the map,
showing where lie had explored rivers and
,-reeks where no white man had ever been be-
fore, Ile had an extraordinarily rich collee-
tion of peeimen5.

The Mlinister for Mines: That is quite cor-
rect.

11r. ANGELO: The beautiful photographs
hie had, would be a fine advertisement for
Western Australia in London.

Mr. Teesdale: They were exhibited but ap-
parently they did ito good.

Mr. ANGELO: I am sorry indeed to bear
that these gentlemen hare not been able to
float a company in England.

.1r. Teesdale: We do not want all this
.4ensational talk, such as I have referred to.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not think that state-
ment eon he corret.

.%r. (7nderwood: The member for Roe-
leoarne should talk about ratoon cotton.

Air. ANCELO: The experience regardingil
intense culture in the North-West has not been,
as satisfactory as we should have liked to see,
:and that is because we have not got an ex-
pert. Men have gone north to spend their
own money, but they have not teen able to
ascertain the proper thing to do. Recently,
however, a rich firm who made their money in
the North hav-e induced an experienced cotton
grower to comle here from America. This
grrower hais had 12 years' experience in the
U~nited States and recently, acting in con-
junction with the gentlemen I refer to who
know the Gascnyne well, he visited that part
of the State to see for himself the conditions
obtaining there. BeP has sent down a most
Nitisfavtory report. This grower said that
the conditions there were ideal and they in-
tend to make a start very shortly. I am
glad of that, for the Government are not to
he- asked to spend money and thus wye will
get a first rate experiment under the guidance
of a man who understands cotton growing.

MAr. Teesdale: That is the sort of thing
we want up there.

Mr. ANGELO: This man tells ine that he
intends to try growing cotton not only under
irrigation, hu~t without it as well, depending
on the local rainfall. One of the partners
has had ninny years' experience an an artes.
inn borer anti 1e says there is no doubt about
*cttinz the wntnr in the Oaocoie for these
nh'rpescs. That is in opposition to the opinion
of the latest expert Feat from the Agricul-
tural Department, but T hope -the prediction
will prove correct, I trust the cotton veature
will lie n huap snccesR. T feel certain the
Commnittee will agree with me that great
crodit is The to the member for Roebourne
for what he has done in connection with cot-
ton urowing. The qaestion of cotton growing
in the 'North-West is not a now thins for it
was first advocated by Commander Stokes in
1S37. T recently read one of his book, deal-
lng vith his adv entures in Australia, when he
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was in command of the ''Beagle." At that
time, he discovered King Sound, and he re-
ported to the British authorities, strongly re-
commending tlint cotton should be grown in
the North-West. Thirteen years ago Mr. Des-
peissis, who was then Commissioner for Trop-
ical. Agriculture, advocated cotton growling
there. He said in bis report-

Keen interest was manifested in cotton
growing wherever I went -amd many ques-
tions were asked. Samples of locally grown
cotton were also shownm on the Gascoyne,
Minilyn, Ashburton and at Cossack, Port
liedland, Broome, Beagle Boy, Derby and
Oscar Range.

That list of places in the North-West referred
to by Mr. Despeissis in his bulletin on the
tropical North shows that the area over
which cotton was grown is not restricted to
a few miles, but the length of country re-
ferred to in that report extends for over
1,000 miles, in length by 200 miles in width.
I hope this is going to be a very big in-
dustry in Western Australia. It is expected
that shortly members will have an oppor-
tunity to visit the Nott. I urge the Pro-
inier to make the conditions of passage so
favourable that practically all members will
be induced to take the trip and see the con-
ditions of that important part of the State.
Next year, it is to be hoped, the Estimates
of the North-West will be greatly increased.
When we reach the Estimates of the State
Shipping Service I shall have more to say,
because the position as I see it is a very seri-
ous one.

Mr. DIJRACK (Kimberley) (12.223: -1 ani
astounded at the paucity of this vote for the
dlevelopinent of the North. There we have a
coastline of 1,300 or 1,400 miles and an area
of about 600,000 square miles. Is it thought
that anything can be done to develop that
proposition with a paltry £22,000? The
appropriation for the whole State is
set down at seven millions. Perhaps
half of that, or £10 per head of
the population, represen ts the actual
amount expended. Approximately we have
in the North 8,000 people; so with a Vote of
£E22,000 we get a per capita expenditure of
£2 15s. Relatively we are entitled to
a greater expenditure than are the people
of the South, if only because of our
vast area, to say nothing of the immense
potentialities of the North. Moreover,
nearly all our 8,000 of population
are producers, whereas in the South a very
large percentage of the people cannot be re-
garded as producers.

lion. W. C. Angwin: This is not all that is
spent in the North.

Mr. DCEACR: Perhaps not, but it should
be very much more. 'By the per capita re-
turn of 25s. per head from the Common-
,wealth, something like £12,000 is Vnid in re-
spect of the 8,000 people of the North. it is
time we seriously entered upon the development
of that part of the State. What would be the
position if a new continent comprising 600,000
square miles were to be discovered in the
Pa cific ocean? Why there would uot be any-

thing like enough shipping to carry to it
those who wanted to go. 'Yet we have within
our borders this territory of 600,000 square
miles, virtually neglected notwi thstan ding its
vast resources. Northern members have cheer-
fully supported Southern propositions running
into hundreds of thousands of pounds. It is
only fair that Southern members should give
better consideration than in the past to the
question of Northern development. -One

Northern port, Brootme, alone has a total trade
of seine £804,000. Its excess of exports over
ituports represents more than half a million
of money. The amouat received ia direct
taxation from that port was £55,729. Yet the
other aight we had the Leader of the Opposi-
tion saying that the return I had moved for
would cost more than is received fromn the
North in 10 years. Of course, I know the
lion. mecmber could not have been serious, bet
most people outside accept Uin very seriously.

Hen, P. Collier. Then let ins say I did not
mien it.

Mr. DURACK: As the member for Murchi-
son (Mr. Marshal]) line painted out, our bus-
iness in the North is seriously retarded. The
Commissioner of the North, no doubt, is car-
rying oat his instructions from the
Government and acting as a buffer be-
tween the Government atid members of
Parliamient. Apparently he is up there
largely to eonomnise. That is evidenced
in the Estimates before us. We have
a Miaister for the North-West who is also
Minister for Education. I am af raid the
North-West is hut a secondary consideration
with him. The expenditure on education
last year exceeded thme vote by £26,000, but
tie estimate for the North-West. this year is
less than last year's vote by £Z2,653. Last
year £C25,548 was voted for the North-West,
hut only £21,932 of it was expended. Yet
ivhenever we ask for umoaey for the North, we
are told there is none available.

Air. Ma.Cnhlumn Smith: What did you get
for time money?

M1r. Underwood: A commissioner and some
ongineers.

Mr. DUIRACK: Wen are all interested in the
eotton growing experiments. The member
for Roebourne (Mn. Teesdale) said be was not
too favourably received by pastoral holders
of the North when be suggested cotton grow-
ing-. I hope that remark did not apply to
the Kimberley district. rI made it may bus-
imiess to facilitate the inquairies. of the hion.
tmenmber by wiring to the road hoard and
to men who I thought would be able to assist
him. I ant deeply interested in the possibili-
ties of cotton growing, and the firm with which
T am associated now have under consideration
a scheme for growing cotton under some co-
operative plan. We believe we can work the
business on somewhat the same lines as Qusens-
land hais adopted, the station owner providing
thme land, the implements and the domicile.
The Premier, no doubt, will tell us we have
not power to deal with the land, but some-
thing should be done to make the land avail-
able. We want to co-operate in order to get
cotton growing established. The member for
G'ascome (M.Nr. Angelo) has referred to the
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possibilities of the country between Derby and
Wyndham. I was one of the four members
appointed two years ago by the Premier to
consider the best means of settling this area.
We spent a considerable amount of time in-
veetigating the matter and submitted a series
of proposals to the Government, but I regret
that up to the present nothing has been done.
The evidence showed that there was some mnag-
nificent country between Derby and Wy-nd.
hain quite unoccupied and sonme of the best
ports in tine State. The Goverawueat have under
consideration a scheme which I trust wviii
come to fruition very soon. I believe that
cotton can he grown under natural conditions
without irrigation, and I share largely the
opinion expressed by the secretary of the
North-West Department when he said
that if we could not grow cotton in the North
without irrigation, we conld not growr it sac-
cessfully. We have the rainfall to guarantee
cotton growing without irrigation. The
Yeteoroiogical Department have supplied me
with figures showing that the average rain-
fail in Derby for 36 years has been as fol-
lows : November, 1.14; December, 4.02;
January, 7.62; February, 5.R7; March, 4.35.
Wyndham has a slightly better average:
November, 2.06; December, 4.43; Januriary,
7.75; February, 0.20; and March, 4.33. The
average then falls off to as low as .24 in 'May.
Be3tween Derby and Wyndham the rainfall is
considerably higher. Over a period of seven
years at Port George--one of the areas re-
ported upon by the committee-the tall in
November averaged 2.64; December, 12.00;
January, 17.82; and February, 13.30. Pro-
ceeding north from Broome, the possibilities
of cotton growing become greater. Cotton to
being grown in the Northern Territory, and
on one proposition outside Darwin a ton to
the acre was grown. We are experimenting
with cotton growing on four different ste.-
i-ions. On one of them cotton has been grown
for seven years under natural conditions, re-
ceiving no attention at all. On another
station cotton has been grown for the last
couple of years. I think the future of
cotton growing in the North is promising;
it is one of the possibilities of tropical
agriculture. I enter my protest against
ti-is miserable pittance provided in the Esti-
mates for the North-West.

Rtem, Commissioner for North-West, £804:
Mr. MeCALLUM: The Estimates show

that the Commissioner is to receive an in-
crease of £110. This man is not on the
basic Wage.

Tb" Premier: That is not an increase.. He
was there for only a part of last year.

Mr. Angelo: for only ten months.
Mr. McCALLUM:. What is his salary?
The Premier: £804.
Mr. McCALLITM: In addition he receives

a motor-ear allowance and travelling ex-
prsfes.

Mr- Underwood: And the tropical allow-
ance.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I understand that the
£110 does not represent an increase.

Tue Premier: That is so.
lion. 1P. COLLIER: 1 do not knoi% the

(enunissioner, but I have been t that lie
is a vecry smart young mail. I mnust direct
atteiition, however, to tle dliserepancy ha-
twef'l the salaries received by some profes-
qioniil lmeu us eoninr-il with others. This
Vot inmg ofiver i4 receiving 1!804 a year, wichisI
i: %-Vr- high in t'nniiarison with the salaries
Ilaid to othIr ptrifesSinnal [in in various de-

Mr. 3lncenaiui Smith: Take tile Comniis-
sioner of Police.

Ifon. 1). ('OLljI-Rt Er: understani tile Coin-
Iiiissionier for the North-West is n engineer,
lout there are engineers who have liven in thle
depnrtmnent for 20 years or inure fin charge of
such works as nietropliitan wvater supplies
and sewerage, railways neil public works and,
wilh the exception of the Euginecr-inu-Chief
andi tue Engineer of' thle Goldfields Water
Supply, not one of theml is receiving a salary
oiial to the Commissioneir for the N-\orth-
West. Surely tte value of that officer's work
Ni as grent as that of the other officer?

The Minis ter fur 'Mines: le probably
would not take en tue job at Broome.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I admit the Conimis-
51011cr for the North-West hans many duties
to pleiforml, bjut his responsLibility cannot be
greater than tinat which is carried by many
professionai menC in the various departments.

Mr. NraeCailui Samith: The manager of
the Savinjgs Bank gets only £E552.

Hon. P. C!OLLIER: I know of engineers
carrying out important duties vh-io are hot
reeiving 40.0 a year. f am not commenting
ulioit the officer himseif, but upon the office.
A salary of £M00 a yenr for such an office is
very higil in complarison with the salaries
paid to other professional men in the service.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This officer was a
cadet or assistant to a surveyor.

Tile Premier: He is an engineer.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: He is receiving a

salairy of £804, while in the department ho
was iii there is a thoroughly reliable officer
who Was assistant to the engineer for the
,NorthI-West, Mr. Tindale, for eight years.
The salary of that officer is only £384. The
first tiling I noticedd about the Comlmissioner
for the North-West u-as the way he mapp~ed
out his department. When be built up his
office hie included Mfeek atharra within his ter-
itory.

Ron. P. Collier: Surely the Government
did not agree to thatl

Mr. Marshall: He conscripted us. We
could not get out of it.

Mr. 'UNDERWOOD: Any road board
miatter that required to be dealt with from
Mfeekatharra. could be sent direct to the Min-
ister for Works or the officer in charge of
road boards, and a commulnication would ar-
rive at its destination in about 36 hours.
Under the present system it takes several
weekts for a letter to go to the Commissioner
of the 'North-West andi for an answer to be
returned from him.
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lon. P. Collier: That is a puont ridiculous
thing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is the position
nevertheless. Several men have been sent to
Derby to grow cotton. They have been, asked
to do impossible things, as I showed in the
course of my remarks last week. That has
been done under the auspices of the Corn-
missioner to whom we are paying £800 a
year. We do not 'want a failure in the
North owing to official bungling.

Mr. Teesdale: I do not think you can
blame the Commissioner for that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Whom will the hon.
member blame for that impossible proposi-
tion? I have seen cotton growing in Derby,
with a rainfall a little over the average, beau-
tiful healthy plants. A~ few years later, with
a rainfall slightly under the average, the
results were utterly unsatisfactory-proving
that irrigation is essential. Not the slightest
provision for irrigation has been miade in con-
nection with the operations of the men sent to
Derby.

Mr. flurack: Irrigation is not necessary. I1
have seen cotton grow at Port Darwin.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then let the lion.
mnenmber go to Port Darwin. I am talking
of the North-West. The rainfall at Port Dar-
win is 70 ins, and at Derby about 35 ins. It
is useless for the hon. mnember to talk to me
about Port Darwin when I am talking about
Derby.

Mr. Durack: The Port Darwin rainfall is
62 ins.

Mr. UNfl)RWOOD: Cotton has not yet
been suces-sfully grown at Port Darwin.
When we are paying £3,000 a year for ex-
perts at Derby, surely we should have some
better management than that.

Hon. P. Collier: One-seventh of the total
expenditure is for salaries.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Those men now at
Derby should have been sent up there to-'wards the end of next April, and provision
should have been made for irrigation. I re-
peat, irrigation is necessary. But the Cbsn-
inissioner for the North-West, with all that
salary and all that retinue of secretaries,
and with £2.50 for repair of motor car, sends
those men up at an utterly impossible time,
a time when they are absolutely doomed to
failure. Before ever those men went up
there were men on the spot who refused to
take up this proposition unless provision was
made for irrigation if required. It is no
use talking about what has been done in
Queensland or Mes-opotamia in this matter.
We are up against positive facts, and those
are things which should be attended to by
the officer who is paid such a salary. I have
been twitted that when T was Minister for the
North-West I did nothing to advance the
North-West. Possibly I tried. A member 0t
Cabinet can only try, and if he does not get
a modieum there is one tbinqi he can do-re-
sign. That is' what I did. Some men in my
position would have accepted the indignity
and hung on to the job. I preferred resigna-
tion. In my opinion the position of Commis-
sioner for the North-West is worth the salary

if we have the man. The work which has been
done has not convinced me that we have a
mran worthy of the salary; and I protest
against the payment of the salary to a man
who does not know his job, or, if he knows
it, is incompetent to do justice to it.

Mr. DURACK: It is a little too early
to say at this stage that the man does
not know his job. The appointment is only
a recent one. 1 suppose the Government fully
considered the position before the appoint-
ment was made. For the administration of so
huge a territory-irrespective of the number
of people, which is only 8,000-the salary is
a small one. It must also be regarded as
small in view of the amount of money in-
vested in harbours and other public works in
the North-West. My personal view is that
the salary is very small indeed for the posi-
tion. I ama not speaking about the Commis-
sioner 's qualifications.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The salary
paid to this particular officer must not be
compared with salaries paid to officers who
are permanently established in the metropoli-
tan area& Whens such officers have to travel
away from their homes, they obtain travelling
allowance. M1oreover, other officers who are
established on the goldfields or in the North-
West receive tropical allowances over and
above their fixed salaries. In this instance
the £804 is an all-embracing salary.

Hon. P. Collier: Would not the Commis-
sioner get travelling allowance?

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: No.
Mlr. Underwood: Cut out the tropical al-

lowance. It is not worth more to lire in the
tropies than it is in the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Pilbara would do a lot of lopping off
if he had his way! The fact remains that
we have paid the tropical allowance from the
first day we made these appointments tip
North.

Mr. Underwood: That is where you made
your mistake.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
her for Pilbara allowed it to continue for
years.

Mr. Underwood: flow could I prevent it?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: How does

the hon. member expect me to prevent it?
Mr. Underwood: I tried; you are not try-

ing.
The MINISTER FOiR MINES: I am ex-

plaining to the Committee that the salary
of £804 paid to the Commissioner cannot be
compared with that paid to other officers in
different parts of the State. His salary in-
cludes everything, whereas the other officers
get their tropical allowances. As to the
ii-alifleations of the Commissioner, I know
nothing about them except what I have beard
to the effect that when his application was
submitted to the Public Service Commissioner,
be gave promiso of being a very valuable
officer. It is too early to say whether be
has failed. I would rather judge from the
remarks of other hon. members than from
those of the member for Pilbara, because her
is prone to accuse every one of failing if he
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does not see eye to eye with him on a par-
ti Uiar point . It was suggested that the
Commissioner had made a mistake regarding
cotton growing. If lie has, he is not the
first who leas attempted to do something and
failed.

Mr. Underwood: Will he get the saekt
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not

know. The member for Pilbara Bays it has
not beens demonstrated that cotton can be
glowa at Derby. How can he say that until
we have tried to grow it? The hion. member
knows that a difference of opinion exists in
Queensland as to the type of cotton they
ghiould grow and whether the same kind can
be grown in different parts. Cotton seems to
be rather a peculiar thing to grow. I know
nothing about it personally, bat I have read
a good deal, and it would seenm that while
some places fail to produce a commercial crop
of cotton, in other Places, where the condi-
tions are almost similar, good crops can be
grown. The member for Boebourne is to be
commended for the action he has taken in
asking p-eople in different parts of the North
to engage in smnall experiments, not from a
commercial standpoint, but to assist the
State in coming to a conclusion as to the best
condition under which cotton can be grown,
here. We may differ from the views of Mr.
Jones as to whether ratoon or other cotton
should be grown, but everyone agrees that
we should start by making small experiments
to determine which class of cotton is most
suitable for our own conditions. A salary
of £ 804 is not too much to pay an officer
holdirnp the position of Commissioner for the.
North-West, enabling us to ask him to give
attention to many things in that part of the
State. This officer cannot travel under the
conditions experienced by officers in the South-
West where they have good roads and rail-
ways.

Mr. ANGELO: Regarding cotton growing
at Derby, I mentioned that an experienced
cotton grower has arrived from America.
That gentleman has had years of experience
in California and Virginia. When he was
shown the records of the rainfall extending
over a period of 25 years, he found that in
Derl-y dviring the months of February, March,
April and May, 12 inches of rain were re-
corded, Vesides the additional 12 inches which
fall in December and January. He said that
that rainfall was quite sufficient for cotton
growing. Hie was also shown records of the
Carnarvon rainfall which show seven in-hes
during the winter months and he also re-
garded that as quite sufficient, Hie intends
to put his money into cotton growing in the
Gascoyne. He regards the rainfall as suffi-
ient. hilt he will plant sme of the crop with
the aid of irrigation. A large portion, how-
ever, will do-end on the rainfall alone. That
is the attit-de of an experienced cotton
grower. In the circumstances; I do not think
it is fair to dampen the ardour of these men
who ar enginV North to embark upon cotton
growinrr by predicting disaster for them, as
the memler for Pilbara has done.

Item, Press telegrams, £50:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I want some infor-
mation as to this item.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the publicity de-
partment.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have what is
known as the North-West Bureau of Informa-
tion. I do not know if lion, members have
read any of the items emanating from that
source-

Hon. P. Collier: Where do they appear?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: In the "West Aus-

tralian'" and ''Daily News," now and again.
I will give hon. member some idea as to the
items of news which are sent down from this
Press bureau. Io no report it said that
Charlie Alleorn had passed through Nulls-
gine. ''Charlie"' passes throuigh Nullagine
every year. Three weeks after I read that
important item of information I met Charlie
in the terrace. Then the bureau despatched
the information that some of the sheds had
been cut out and the shearers had gone to
other parts. Usually the stations do cut out
when the wool has been taken from the sheep,
and it is quite customary for the shearers to
go on to the next shed! Then it was stated
that Barnett Bros. had put up a plant for
the treatment of asbestos. I had seen that
plant running 2 / months before that item
apfcared in the Press. As a matter of fact,
it had appeared in the Press five or six times
before it was despatched sooth by the North-
West Press Bureau. I saw another item. It
was reported that the Commissioner of the
North-West had heen on the Upper Gascoyne
and found that there was a big ihica deposit
there. Again, we get information that
Smith 's boat has come into Broome or Port
Redland with a good catch of shell, and that
Jones's boat has come in with some shell and
one or two good stones. Is it fair that we
as taxpayers should pay £,50 a year for that
tripe? TI move-

That the item be reduced by £,50.
The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I suppose

we have already spent a six months' propor-
tion of the item. Therefore I suggest that
the lion, member, if he be serious, move to
reduce the item by £25.

Mr. Underwood: I am serious enough.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is an

arrangement made with the Deputy Post-
master General to enable 16 agents appointed
to different parts of the North-West to send
dlown through the telegraphic office weekly
paragraphs at Press rates, in order that
North,-West news should be disseminated in
the metropolitan Press. Those agents all
work in an honorary capacity. After all, the
item is pretty small. Not all the messages
sent are so trivial as is suggested by the him.
member. If the service resulted in hut a
few interesting paragraphs, it would be worth
the whole £50.

lion. P. Collier: But why the exclusive
service to the ''West Australian" and the
"Daily News"?

The 'MTNISTER FOR MINES: That I
cannot explain.
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Ho.P ole;'h sntfAustralian,'' like the ''Sunday Tim
its own representative up Northi

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
that the ''West Australian'' does
to get rid of one of its staff for a fe
It is not always because a newspaj
news that it sends a member of a si
Sometimes it is to give him a ho
think we can afford to risk £50 in
for news front 16 centres in the No:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This £,50
wasted. Still we do get news at ti'
instance, we got the news that Mr.
Kneebone had passed through Null
"'as ern~oyed by a South Austral)
cate. We find from the files tim
actually working for Mr. Le ies~
hope the Committee will delete the
that alternatively the Minister wil
the rubbish from amongst the alle
from the North-West.

The Minister for Mines: Certaji
bring the lion, member's comments
notice of the Minister for the Non

Amendment put and a division t
the following result:-

Ayes .. .. .. ..
Noe .. .. . .

Majority against ..

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angw 1s
Collier
Heron
Hughes
Mcallum
Munste

Angelo
Carter
Clydesdale
flurack
George
Gibson
Harrion
lath am
H. K. Malay

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOES.
i Mr.

I Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mi.

Richa%
.1. M.
Under
Wilico
Wilson
Corboy

Masnn
Jame,
Please
Samps
Scadda
Teeds
J. Th.
miull.,

Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Grants and subsidies to roa
£2,400:

Mr. DURACK: This amount, in
maintain roads and bridges throum
North-West, including subsidies to ro
for the maintenance of roads, bridg
wells and general public convenien,
have been provided by the State, is in
This is one of the disabilities under
North is labouring. In endeavouriag
the existence of oil, three of the wag

portn material have broken down
idal delay hon resulted. How
hope to do anything with £2,400?

Hon. P. Collier: Economise!

in ''IWest
es,"' send

It may be
not want
wv months.
per wants

taff away.
liday. I
a search

'th -West.

is utterly
nes. For
Geologist

agine and
ian syndi-
t he was
urner. I

item, or
I cut out
god news

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am advised
that the amount provided is based on the ex-
penditure of last year. I do not know anything
about the condition of the roads in the Nort.

Mr. Corboy: It is £77 mnore than last year.
Ron. P. Cornier: Since the work wast taken

over from the Works Department considerable
economy has been effected.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To improve
on the operations of the Minister for Works would
be impossible. We cannot make the roads what
they should be. The volume of traffic must be
considered.

Mir. DURACK: Under the Works Vote the
amount contributed for the maintenance of the
road between Perth and Fremantle is £2,189
which, compared with this item, seems absurd.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: That is the only thing
on the Estimates for the metropolitan are.

Itenm-Bromne hospital, residency and school,
£290:

Mi. DURACK: There has been a complaint
Sly I will regarding the Broome hospital extending over
under the two years. Yet last year £400 wrss voted and
th-West, only £86 wast expended. The report of the

Royal Commission stated that the Broome hos-
aken with pital was in a very poor state.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We pro-
12 vided £400 last year and only £86 was expended

17 from revenue, but an amount of £900 wast spent
- fromt loan.

5 Itemn-Carnarvoni D.MO.'s quarters, hospital,
- courthouse, School and quarters, £290:

Mr. ANGELO: This is another instance of
rdon economy. I direct attention to the extra
Smith ordinary manner of presenting these Estimates.
rood This amount covens Several different items.

:it Last year £719 was voted and only £87 was spent.
This shows what the people of the North have to
put up with. The estimate this year is £290

(Teller.) and it is claimed that the expenditure this year
will be greater by £,284.

The Minister for Works: That is one of the
requests you made.

Mitchell Mr. ANGELO: Is not that rubbing it in?
Is the unexpended portion of last year's vote

on to be made available this year ?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I take itb

le that the £290 provided as a lump sum will be
mean expended as required, and not on any or every

.y item shown.
(Teller.) Mr. Angelo: Why claim that we are getting

£284 more this year?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ex.

id bors penditure on other item is shown as being less
than last year by £81. The item, therefore, is
£203 in excess of last year's expenditure.

tended to Hon- W. C. ANOWIN: I do not think the
ghout the Minister has given the right answer.
ad boards The Minister for Works: Carnarvon generally
es, dam, asks for five times more than it wants and gets
me5 which six time more than it deserves.
~adequate. Ron. W. C. ANGWIN The member for
which the Cascyne probably imagines that these works

to Prove are required but the departmont takes a different
ens trans. view.
and eon- Mr. Angelo: I han never recommended one of
*Canl we these works.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: Probably the vote
lapsed because the money wvait not requireid.
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At any rate, the school is in an excellent con-
dition.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Aborigine (North-West), £8,201:
Mr. DRACK: I notice that the expenditure

under this vote is estimated at £3,605. In the
North-West we have thousands of natives
whereas in the South-West, where there are
very few, the estimated expenditure is £8,738.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The natives
in the North-West live more nearly according
to their aboriginal customs than they do in the
South-West. and do not require the same amount
of attention. In the South we have to keep the
natives on reserves. In the North the aborigines
render some services to the pasoralists, who in
=uturn do a good deal for them. For instance
they supply thorn with mat; if they do not,
the natives help themselves, so that it anmunts
to the same thing.

Vote put and passed.
This concluded the General Estimates.

Public Utilities-
Aborigines Cattle Station (Moota Bull.).

£10,533:
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN I should like to have

some explanation as to the working of this
station.

The PREMIER:; It a well worked station.
Ron. P. Collier: How is it there is a loss upon

it? The native labour is cheap,
The PREMIER: Hundreds of natives have

to be fed. This is the place where they all
collect. "Moola Bulla" means an, attractive
place. The station was established so that the
natives might be cared for. Cattle have not
been worth much lately and this has operated
against the station. We agreed to care for the
natives when we were granted responsible
government-

Mir. CORBOY: Why bas £4,000 been spent
mn connection with the sae of cattle? Why,
also, is a greater revenue expected this year
than was received last year?

The Minister for Mines: The £4,000 was for

Wre tPremier: It is expected that more cattle

will be disposed of this year.
Mr. DURACK: Why is the estimated revenue

£11,600 for the current year. whereas the revenue
received last year was only £.4,343 ?

The Minister for Mines: The whole of the
revenue is taken into amcount. It is expected
that more cattle will be sold.

Hon. W. C. AXGWIN: We should have
further information upon this point. Last year
the estimated revenue was not realised.

The Minister for Mines: The revenue is esti-
mated on the quantity of stock the manager
expects to sent to market.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIIN: The revenue has
never come up to the estimate. As regards some
of the votes, I shall want a good deal of ex-
planation. I am aware that the revenue of the
station depends entirely on the cattle sold, and
that the station is not a trading concern, but.a
home for the natives when the pastoralists have
no more use for them.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Avondale Estate, £1,800:
Ron. P. COLLIER, The Committee ought to

have some information regarding this estate.
Those of us who have been here for a numbher of
yearn hnow that the estate has; a very interesting
history. There are nearly 10,000 acre in the
estate, which was purchased for £5 5is. per sore,
bonds to the value of about £50,000 being issued
for it, at a substantial rate of interest. So far
as; we know, the estate has from year to year been,
just about paying its way. The interest paid
totals about £22,000.

The Premier: It has been more than paid
by the profits.

Ron. P. COLLIER: No. None of the interest
has been paid back.

The Premier; Yes.
Hon. P. COLLIER: No fear I
Ron. W. C. Angwin: The Premier had better

report progress. Everybody is clearing out.
The Premier : There has been £7,000 profit

above the interest.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Since the estate was.

purchased ?
The Premier: Yes.
Bon. P. COLLIER: The bonds bear 4 per cent.

interest.
The Premier: The estate has made a profit of

£7,234 above interest.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Is that profit after pay-

ment of all working expenses and interest
The Premier: Yes.
Ron. P. COLLIER: I question it, though I

suppose the Premier's information is correct.
Where does the returin come from ?

The Premier: Froma farmoing operations.
Moreover, a good deal of the estate has been sold.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not a great deal sold.
The Premier: All but 1,800 acres.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Out of the original 10,000

acres we have only 1,800 acres left?7
The Premier: Yes.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That makes the Premier's

figures all the more astounding. In those figures
he is not allowing for the money obtained by
sale of the estateI

The Premier: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: How can that profit bef

There is about £2,200 a year for interest alone.
The Premier: We made thos profits.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not know Oue

farmers were making such profits.
The Minister for Works: The interest is £500

a year.
Hon . COLLIER: That is on the 1,800 acres.

The sales must have been recent. For many
years the Government could not sell any of the
estate at all. What price was obtained for the
part of the estate which has been sold?7 Was
the purchase cost written down?

The Premier:t I think it was.
Ron. P. COLLIER: It must have bae, to

(nable the sales to be made, I heard of only a
small ae sold shortly after the purchase of the
,state by the Government.

The Premier: The saes were made before
I cme into office.

Rom.W.0. Angwin: The land was sold to the
soldier settlement scheme.

The Premier: I have not the price of each
block sold.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: But has the Premier
the piepracre? About £A0,000 was paid
for theestate, and then them is the £22,000 of
interest incurred. The exact figures. I find,
are: purchase price £49,949, survey expenses.
interest, etc. £22,091, or a total of £72,641. It is
very interesting to know that so much of the
estate has bae sold.

The Premier: For soldier settlement.
Eon. P. COLLIER: I suppose then will

be an opportunity on some other occaion of
ascertaining the price received.

Mr. Corboy: The estate was written down
very considerably.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It must have been,
because at the original price it remained on the
hands of the State for a long time. Of the
original 10,000 acres, about 1,700 acres is abcso-
lutely worthless, being stony ground. They must
have increased the price of the remaining portion
of the estate. I will be able to get information
on that point from the Premier at some future
date. It is as well to know all about this deal.
becaas it was one of the most outrageous ramps
ever known in connection with the Parliamentary
life of this State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will not have
another chance of getting it.

Tile Premier: Why was the estate held up
for so many years ?

Hon. P. COLLIR: The Government could
not get a purchar.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There wasi too much
rock on the estate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was known that the
Government of the day purchased the estate
from one of their supporters and an outrageous
price wa, given for it, ranging up to what must
have been aotfive guins" an acre.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was purchased
against the advice of the Government expert
officers.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Han. P. COLLIER: That supporter went

through the f arce of resigning his seat as a member
of Parliament so that he would not be liable
for committing a brach of the constitution
through entering into a contract with the Crown.
He was elected unnopposed. bemause there was
no opportunity to contest the election. It was
a scandalous ramp. We find now that, as I
expected, the purchase price has had to be
written down considerably. We have not in-
formation on the point, but, to make a guss, I
should say it has been written down by 50 per cent.

The Premier: I would not risk a statement
like that unless I knew something about the
position. I will look into the matter and let
you know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Although the land has
been sold, no publicity has been given to that
fact

The Premier: You know that we do net issue
statements saying that this block ha been sold
and that block has been sold. If we did that
in every instance we would fill the newspapers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that, but then
is no lisitation on the part of the Governmcent
to give full publicity to anything that is of benefit
to the Government I am sick of reading the
type of publicity that is made available. I am

sick of reading that the Minister for Works is
going to " Gobble-gutten " to open a hall or to
do somse other unimportant thing.

The Minister for Works:i I have never been
to " Gobble-gutten " and I demand a withdrawal
of the statement.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I do not expect, the
Government to rush into print every time a
block of land is disposed of to a returned soldier.

The Prenner: In any ase, this was disposed
of four years ago.

Ron. P. COLLIER: It is a most remarkable
thing that this is the first time it has come under
the notice of bon. members. We have passed
this vote year after year and so far as my memory
serves me, this is the first time we have had in-
formation that any considerable portion of the
estate has been sold. I can probably get further
particulars from the Premier by way of questions.
In this case, the State has lost many thousands
of pounds in order to placate a supporter of
the Government of the day.

The Premier: I do not think that is a fair
thing to say.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It in fair, because it
is a fact. The land was subdivided and offered
for sale shortly alter purchase. The whole lot
was offered for sale but only one application
was received and that was from Sir Newton
Moore. The estate remained in the hands of
the Government and it was later considered
advisable to withdraw it from sale and attempt
to operate the whole estate as & going concern
to cover the cost of administration,

The Premier: It showed a profit on the
working.

Hot. P. COLLIER: And so it should.
Mr. Corboy: Evidently this matter does not

concern the members of the Country Party,
not one of whom is present.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier says the
estate has shown a surplus of £7,000 odd, in
addition to paying the working expenses.

The Premier: And has paid interest as weil.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Then the State is very

lucky to get out of it in that way.
Hon. W. C. Angwvin: Robinson was working

on this and made a few thousands out of it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Apart from the question

of writing down, the result of the operations
must have bean satisfactory to show that prods.
There is not much doubt, however, that the State
has suffered a pretty considerable loss as between
the purchase price and the money received for
the sale of the property. It is not possible
that it could be sold at a price which would cover
the amount paid for the purchase. In view of
the large portion which was unsuitable for cultiva-
tion, it could probably run into £7 10s. per acre
for the remaining portion if the purchase money
was to be covered.

Mr. MARSHALL: In view of the deplorable
state of the Government benches, I move-

That progress be reported.

Mr. Hern: Not one Country Party member
is present:1

Hon. WV. C. Angwvin: They will not help to
keep the House for the Government. They stay
outside. Fancy six members out of 34 being
present on that side of the House.
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Motion put and a divisitz taken with the fol-
lowing reult:

Noes .. .. ..

Majority against

AYES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Angwiu
Mr. Collier
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall

Carter
flursok
George
Gibson
Harrison
Latham
H. KC. Maley
James Mitchell
Money
Please

Mc~allum
Mu us I
Willeock
Wilson
Carboy

(Teller.)

Riebard son
Sampson
Scaddan
J. M. Smith
Teesdale
J. Thomson
Underwood
Mullany

(Tell"r.)

Motion thus negatived.

2 o'clock ai.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move-
That the vote be reduced by £1,00.

I will bring them in again.
Air. Carter: Dont bark!
Hon. W. C. ALNGWIN: I don't care a damn

about you.
Motion put and a division taken with the fol-

lowing result:

Aoes ... ... ... ... 1

Majority agi

Angwin
Collier
Heron
Hughes
Lu icy
M arsbhall

Carter
Durack
George
Gibson
Harrison
Lathsm
H. K. Maiey
James Mitchell
Money

NOES.

inat ... 7

Mr. Mcallum
Mr. Muore
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Carboy

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:

Ayes .. .. .. .
Noes, . . ... ... 1s

Majority againist

N?.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
M1r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.

Angwin
Collier
Heron
Hughes
Lutey
Marshall

Carter
flurack
George
Gibson
Harrison
Latham
H. K. Masley
James Mitchell
Money

Arms

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

'7

McCallum
Munes i
Willeock.
Wilson
Carboy

(Teller.)

rie
Richardson
Sampson
Scaddan
J. M. Smith
Teesdale
J. Thomson
Underwood
Muttony

(Telle.)

Motion thus negatived.
Mr. MARSHALL: I move-

That the vote be reduced by £:250.
Amendment put and a division taken wvith

the following result.
Ayes .. .. .. ... 11
Noes....................I

Majority against

Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.

(Teller.)

Mr. Please
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. J. Tbomeon
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Muliany

(Tell"r.)

Motion thus negatived.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN : I move-
That the vote be reduced by £500.

Angwir.
Collier
Heron
Hughes
Lutwy
Marshall

Carter
13ura~k
George
Gibson
Harrison
Latheam
H. IC. Maley
Jame. Mitchell
Money

Ayas.

Nose.

Mr.
Me.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.

7

Mcallum
Munsie
Wiuicock
Wilson
Corboy

(Tell"r.)

Mr. Please
Mr. Ritbsrdson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. J. Thomson

Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Tller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. MARSHALL: On a point of order, are

members permitted to wvear their hats in the
Chamber!?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
Mr. MARSHALL: I move-

That the vote be reduced by £100.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.
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Amndment put and a di
following result -

Ayes .. ..
Noes

majority agai

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Collier
Mr. Heron%
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall

Mr. Carter
Mr. Derack
Mr. George
Mr, Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Latbam
Mr. H. K. Maley
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money

Avis.

Nose

ivision take

inst ..

Mr. MeCal
Mr. Munsl4
Mr. Wilier
N1r. Wilsor
MJr. Corbel

Mr. Ple-se
Mr. Riebal
Mr. Samp:
Mr. Seadda
Mr. J. K4.
Mr. Teesi:
Mr. J. Tb
Mr. Under
Mr. Mulls

Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I call atteni

fact that many members are not ocee

p roper seats. Our Standing Orde
~or members occupying the seats they

upi the Chamber.
Tl he CHAIRMIAN: Standing Order

Members shall. be entitled to
occupied by them at the time oft
their seats for the first time after th
so long as they continue membe
House.

Standing Order ItI say&--
Every member desiring to spesi

ink his place uncovered, and adds
to the Speaker, and may if he thinks
thence to the table for the purp
tinuing his address.

If there is such a Standing Order as t
to by the lion, member, it is ver
broken.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Standing
say-

Every member of the House, iri
into the House, shall take his pla
not stand in any of the passages or5

Some members are occupying seatst
their own. Apart from the Stand
may I ask for your assistance, Sir
members removed from this side of the

The CHAIRMAN : It is the fi rst
known "a Premier" object to hay
number of supporters behind him.

Hon. P. COLLIER : This reinfor
been sprung upon me rather sudde
not anxious to obtain a majority by
are not constitutional.

Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: This
successfully farmed by the Govern
the direction of Mr. John Robinson
the first time, we have heard the )a:
sold. Avondale was purchased at a
it was impossible for the Governs
it, and because of this circumstance,
off the market for a while to consider

awith the of starting an agricultural college in the district,
A considerable portion of the estate was rock.

11 The Premier: Of course it was alU rock, and
18 the land was poor.

- Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That part of it was
7 not even suitable for grazing. According to the

- report there was not enough soil upon it to grow
grass. At what price was it sold and under
what terms ? Has the price. met the cost to

1cm which the State has beer, put?
The Premier: You can always get the in-

kformation when you want it.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: We have not yet

had the Auditor General's report showing what
1 Telle.) has been done.

The Premier: The Auditor General is an
officer of Parliament.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It is time he ceased
r~son to be one, if he cannot present his report before
son flecember. When the Labour Go9vernment were

a in oft'ce, and when, for instance, we bought a
Smith box of cigars for the Governor, or a Minister

tie hired a motor car to take him home, because,
oreson the Government car had broken down, the
wood Auditor General did not hesitate to make his.
ny report upon such things before the Estimates.
(Teller) were considered. Things are entirely different

to-day. I trust that the Auditor General's report
will be here before we deal with, for instance,

:ion to the railways antd water supply. We have nothing-
'pying their to guide us as to the management of those utilities

isprovide during the past year. It isa neglect of duty on the
have taken Auditor Ceneralfs part that his report is not

here. This vote should not be passed until the
59 says- information is available.
-stain seats The PRE311ER: No one knows better than
heir taking the hon. member that he can get the information
sir election, at any time. No one knows better than he
:15 of the that this is merely a vote to cover prof t and

loss. If hon. members are anxious to know the
amount at which each block has been sold,

kshall rise they can have that info: mation ; but I have
ress himself not the information now. We are dealing, not
fit advance with the land sold, hut with the land being

use of con- cropped. The Government really cannot be
expected to bring information here which has

hat referred no bearing whatever on the vote the Committee
frequently are asked to grant.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not going to raise
Order 64 any further objection to the passing of thin par.

ticular vote, but before it goes through I wish
en he comes to refer to the matter touched on by the member
:e and shall for North-East Fremantle. Several times during
angways. this session I have asked when the Auditor
hat are not General's report would be available. I know,
ing Orders, as the rremier states, that the Auditor General

in having is an officer of Parliament, and not of Ministers,
Chamber. who hare no control over him. But it is an

time I have absolute scandal that ]Parliament should have
ing a large bjeen discussing these Estimates for weeks and

months past without having the Auditor General's
ceement has report.
nay, I am Mr. 3facCallum Smith: The remedy is in
means that our own hands.

Hon. P. COLLIER : It is. Before wre discuss
estate was another division of the Estimates we must have
meat under the Auditor General's report. If it is not here

.Now, for then, Parliament should take prompt action to
nd has heart deal with the officer. We ought to dismiss him

high price. summarily. There can be no exscuse whatever.
nent to sell What is the Auditor General doing ? If he is
it was taken unable to let Pailiament have his annual report
the question in less than five months after the close of the

9023
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financial year, he and his department Are no
earthly use, and ought to be abolished.

Mr. Macilum Smith: Quite right.
Honl. P. COLLIER: The Birat time we are

again called upon to deal with the Estimates and
have not the Auditor General's report, I shall
ask Parliament to take some action with regard
to that gentleman.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Butter Factories, £,20,809:
Rion. W. C. ANGWIN: What quantity of

butter have the factories turned out ? What is
the result ? Are the factories a payable pro-
position ? Where is the butter being marketed ?
The estimated revenue for this year is £23,700,
whereas the actual revenue received last year
Was £17,756. According to the report of the
Agricultural Departmhent, at the lBusselton factory
there has ben. during the past year a falling-off
of over 100 suppliers of cream. About the
Denmark butter factory we hear very little.

The MINfISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: A
report was printed to the effect that during the
railway strike the Busselton factory lost almost
100 suppliers. However, that was some time ago.
The factory has picked up its suppliers Again,
and naturally an increased amount must be
placed on the Estimates for purchase of creamn.
Denmark, too, has picked up a bit and is doing
pretty well.

Honl. W. C. ANOWIN: The report did not
state that the falling off at Busselton was due only
to the railway strike. Another reason given was
high railway freights. I move-

That the vote be reduced by £.809.
The Premier: What is the use of that
Amendment put, and a division taken with

the following reult:
Ayes .. .. ... 11
Noes .. .. ... 17

Majority against ... 0

cultivated, and the best method to be adopted
in procuring fodder supplies for stock.

The Minister for Agriculture: You ar on the
wrong vote.

Mr. MARSHALL: If that is so, I will deal
with the matter later on.

The Premier: You can make those inquiries
on the vote for State farms.

Mr. MARSHALL: In order to overcome the
difficulty I move-

That the vote be reduced by I500.
Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:

Ayes ... ... ... 11

Noes ... ... ... 18

Majority against ..

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Aogwin
Collier
Heron
Hughes
Lutey
Marshall

Mr. Carter
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr.' Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Latham
Mr. H. K. Mlaley
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money

Ayes.

Noes.

7

Mr. Mcallum
Mr. Monale
Mr. Willeoca
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Corboy

(Teller.)

Mr. Piesas
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Slampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. 3. Mi. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullally

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
Progress reported.

House adjourned 2-49 a.mn. (Wednesday).

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Collier
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hugbes
Mr. Lutter
Mr. Marshall

Carter
lu rack

George
Gibson
Harrison
Lathsm
H K. Mialer
Jameo Mitchell
Money

Note.
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Muncie
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Corboy

Mr. Please
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Scaddan
J. M. Smith
J. Thomson
Underwood
Mulisny

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. MARSHAL L: Included in this Vote is
the Denmark Butter Factory. Is that factory
producing any butter to-day ? I understand
that it was used as an experimental farm at the
outset and good work was carried out in educating
the settlers As to the best class of land to be

tegielatine CLouncil,
Wednesday, 6th December, 192e.

Auditor Generales Report............. ...
Question: Machlnery inspection, rtlclas ..
Metions: Cloer Settlement Bill ( o. 1), ennet

Message to Assembly .. .. ..
Water SupplY flepatment, by-Ian. ..

Bill: Supply C No. 83 , Sn. passed ...... .
Western Australian Bank Act Amendment

(Private). n3 ase
Closer Settlement, (No.2)2R.,Cn
Land Act Amendment Cor., report ..
Agricultural goeds, 2a. .. .. ..

Select Committee. Electricity Supply, consideration
of report .. .. .. .. ..
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2025

2025
2021
2032

2032
2032
2039
2040
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.


